
 
 
 
 

MEETING OF THE
PARKS & OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

BOULDER COUNTY, COLORADO
AGENDA

 
Thursday, January 23, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

Third Floor Hearing Room
County Court House

1325 Pearl Street, Boulder

Boulder County wants to ensure that everyone has equal access to our programs, activities, and services. To
request an Americans with Disability Act (ADA) accommodation, please email ada@bouldercounty.gov, or call
303-441-1386. Submit your request as early as possible, and no later than two business days before the event.
Please see the Accessibility Statement for full details.

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Election of Officers

4. Approval of Last Month's Minutes

5. Presentations

5.1 2024 Closings Summary
Staff Presenter: Janis Whisman, Real Estate Division Manager

Action Requested: Information Only

5.2 White-Nose Syndrome in Bats in Boulder County: BCPOS Response and Internal
Management
Staff Presenter: Susan Spaulding, Environmental Resources Sr. Specialist

Action Requested: Information Only

6. Public Comment Period for Items Not on Agenda

7. POSAC Members Comment Period for Items Not on Agenda

8. Director's Update

9. Adjournment

https://bouldercounty.gov/government/ada-eeo-notices/
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MEETING OF THE PARKS & OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

BOULDER COUNTY, COLORADO 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
December 19, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

Third Floor Hearing Room 
County Court House 

1325 Pearl Street, Boulder 
 
Members Present: Janet George 
 Trace Baker 
 Paula Fitzgerald 
 Drew Adams 
 Kristine Johnson 
  
Members Excused: Tony Lewis 
 Jackson Moller 
 Derek Turner 
 Carol Byerly 
  
 
Boulder County aims to ensure all digital content and documents are accessible. While efforts 

have been made to maximize accessibility, some types of content have inherent technical 
limitations. See the Accessibility Statement to learn more. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 
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3. Approval of Last Month's Minutes 

4. Presentations 

4.1 2024 Restoration Review 

Staff Presenter: David Hirt; Resource Program Supervisor, Restoration/Plant 
Ecology 

Action Requested: Information Only 

Q: What is the current designation on the DeBerry property? 

Response: The current designation is MOA (Multiple-Objective Area). There are 
still prairie dogs, but it's a lower density. 

Q: It seems like several large-scale disturbances exist that BCPOS needs to 
correct. What is your capacity to fulfill your seed needs in house? 

Response: We have a seed collection program with volunteers that is pretty 
robust, and we have a seed garden. We also use outside growers in eastern 
Washington. Many of our projects are small enough to use seed that we collect. 
The seeding project of 80 acres at Rock Creek Farm was a large project that 
required seed from outside producers.  

  

Public Comment: 

None 

 

4.2 Plans for Parks & Open Space 50th Anniversary Celebration in 2025 

Staff Presenters: Liz Northrup and Tina Nielsen 

Action Requested: Information Only 

Q: That other media outreach is being planned? 

Response: We do plan to include radio ads - including Spanish language stations, 
and bus ads. 
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Public Comments: 

Linda Parks, Boulder. She had an issue that the stamps designed represent bike 
riders because bikes represent active use.  She would like the stamps to show 
wildlife and more passive use of our parks. 

Staff Response: The Boulder County program does define bike use on our trails as 
passive recreation. 

 

4.3 Video Celebration of Parks & Open Space 2024 Accomplishments 

Staff Presenter: Mike Lohr, Buildings & Historic Preservation 

Action Requested: Information Only      

       

5. Public Comment Period for Items Not on Agenda 

Carmen Porter, Boulder County. She keeps horses and she is Boulder County House Assn. 
She spoke against canceling the public indoor riding arena at the fairgrounds. She asked 
POSAC to reconsider their earlier approval.  

Cindy Johnson, Boulder. She also spoke in favor of reinstituting the public indoor riding 
arena.  

Deborah Kinnett, Longmont. She asked that the the open ride at the fairgrounds. be 
reinstituted.  

Carson Sander-Ferracane, Boulder County. He spoke about the youth in the area that 
enjoyed using the indoor arena to exercise their horses and connect with other 
equestrians.  

Pam Andringa, Boulder County. She works in the healthcare profession and the 
opportunity to use the riding arena in the winter is important for kids.  

Staff Response: 

Joe LaFollette, Fairgrounds Manager. He clarified that no 4-H events were cancelled. The 
reasons for closing the open ride arena were fiscal and that his staff doesn't have the 
ability to maintain the arena for that particular use. On average, only about 10 visitors 
used the arena during the Wednesday open rides. Many different groups have a desire 
the use the fairgrounds, but they cannot accommodate all of them. Joe feels that they 
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did their due diligence to reach the public before the final decision was made, which 
included several public meetings.  

 

6. POSAC Members Comment Period for Items Not on Agenda 

Kristine Johnson commented on the public input that came before. She urges staff to be 
creative in how they engage with the public around these issues. It would have been 
beneficial to hear comments like these from the public at the time of the hearings. She 
also had questions related to the Weed Management Plan approval. 

Staff Response: We are preparing an update on the IWMP approval and plans for the 
annual reports and will present that to POSAC. We've asked three experts to evaluate 
our continued use of Indaziflam and we will also report those results soon. 

Paula Fitzgerald asked that staff involved in the public process regarding the Fairgrounds 
decision see if any lessons can be learned and if outreach can be improved upon. 

Drew Adams: Where were the gaps in the outreach regarding the Fairgrounds Manual 
Update and cancelling the open ride? He also asks for the exact costs of keeping the 
arena open for riders. 

Response: 

Joe: I don't have the exact numbers in front of me, but the arena seats about 1,500 
people, with restrooms and two different types of heat. To do the needed work in the 
arena, we use approximately 1600 gallons of water and use a tractor to level the ground 
and make it safe. We need staff working 12-hr days. The arena needs to be prepared for 
multiple events Friday and Sunday with staff sometimes working late at night to get it 
ready for the public sessions. The average amount of revenue generated for the open 
ride season $1,547 or $5.37/hour to operate the arena. This is far less than what it costs 
to keep it open. In addition, our staff can't be available for these smaller activities 
(equestrian and dog events). When the arena is almost constantly in use, we aren't able 
to keep up the needed maintenance.  

Therese: Several things come into play in deciding where the county spends money. 
Recently the county did an equity budgeting assessment. We were given direction to put 
the information from that assessment into practice, including increasing fees at the 
fairgrounds to cover costs and to look at who we are serving. When only 10 users come 
in for a 12-hour day, that is not serving a broad enough community to justify the costs. 
Open space sales tax money cannot be used to support the fairgrounds and there is a lot 
of competition from other departments for county funds.  
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7. Director's Update 

• A contractor has been selected for Prairie Run to work on stream restoration, the 
west side parking lot, and trail design and constructions. 

• The Soil Revolution conference was Thursday Dec. 12, sponsored by Boulder 
County, City of Boulder, and NRCS, 

• Today we were notified we were awarded a $3M FEMA grant for Prince Lake #2, 
to protect many residents in Erie from potential flooding from this important 
agricultural reservoir. 

• BCPOS Budget: four positions were approved: 

o IT Tech 

o Weed Tech 

o Community Engagement Specialist 

o Fairgrounds Bilingual Tech 

• The new outdoor shelter at Parks & Open Space headquarters is complete. It can 
be reserved for use by county staff, BCPOS volunteers, and the public. 

• Cardinal Mill: staff is working with two contractors. One is monitoring water and 
proposing a filtering solution; the second is looking at how to stop the issue at 
the source with new technology. 

• We are partnering with NOCO Places on mapping illegal trails by using cell phone 
data to help determine locations. BCPOS and partnering agencies will be working 
on closing and restoring the most critical of these. 

 

8. Adjournment 

8:31 p.m. 

  

This is only a summary of the meeting. The meeting video is viewable on the POSAC 
webpage. 
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Parks & Open Space 
5201 St. Vrain Road • Longmont, CO 80503 
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Claire Levy County Commissioner Marta Loachamin County Commissioner 

 

Ashley Stolzmann County Commissioner 

 

 

PARKS & OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Time/Date of Meeting:  6:30 p.m., Thursday, January 23, 2025 

 
TO: Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee 
FROM: Janis Whisman, Real Estate Division Manager 
AGENDA ITEM: 2024 Closing Summary (Real Estate Division Annual Report) 
ACTION REQUESTED: Information Only  

For much longer than Parks & Open Space’s history of stewarding open space, the land in this 
community has been important to the diverse Indigenous communities that continue to thrive here. 
We are partnering with Indigenous people to make meaningful changes to how we do our work that 
include Indigenous people, incorporate their perspectives, and honor their land stewardship legacy. 
Parks & Open Space operates within modern legal constructs of land ownership to steward Boulder 
County open space and accomplish these efforts on behalf of our community. 

 
This memo summarizes the Real Estate Division’s 2024 accomplishments. I look forward to 
presenting this information at your meeting and answering any questions you may have. 
 
Acquisitions 
At any given time, the Real Estate Division is working with willing landowners on 
approximately 100 potential acquisition projects, including new acquisitions and 
conservation easement amendments. 
 
In 2024, Boulder County invested a net of $11,938,646 for 645.74 acres. The county 
completed 15 acquisitions: 10 fee properties, two conservation easements, two 
conservation easement amendments, and one water-only acquisition. The county acquired 
9.182 shares of priority agricultural water rights in the Bonus, Highland, Left Hand, 
Palmerton, and Rough and Ready ditches. The year’s most significant acquisitions were: 

• Haystack Mountain: The county purchased this 106-acre property at a live online 
auction. The county paid $6.2M and received the land and mineral rights, along with 
31 shares of Left Hand Ditch, 31 shares of Reformed New Hinman Ditch, and an 
85/160 share of Holland Ditch. The property contains the Haystack Mountain 
Natural Landmark and is closed to the public.  

• Cottonwood: The county acquired this 102-acre property on the north side of 
Highway 66 west of Hygiene. The property contains Agricultural Lands of Statewide 
Importance and Preble’s meadow jumping mouse (PMJM) Suitable Contiguous 
Habitat (Zone 3). It is also marked as part of the View Protection Corridor and the 
property is part of the Rabbit Mountain Environmental Conservation Area, the 
Rabbit Mountain Natural Landmark, and the Rabbit Mountain High Biodiversity Area 
having a B1 rating for Outstanding High Biodiversity Significance. The property is 
primarily irrigated agricultural land and came with substantial priority water rights, 
including 1 share of the Highland Ditch, 3.475 shares of the Palmerton Ditch, and 0.1 
share of the Rough & Ready Ditch. 
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Dispositions 
At any given time, the Real Estate Division is working on about 30 disposition projects. Most 
open space dispositions are due to temporary and permanent takings by entities with 
condemnation power over the county because they need land for roads and utilities. 
 
In 2024, Boulder County received $2,354 in proceeds from four dispositions. Describing these 
four illustrates the fact that takings typically have a small impact on county open space: 

• Alexander Dawson: The United Power Company took a small area (0.15 of an acre) for 
its power line needs on the north end of the property west of Highway 287. United 
Power had condemnation authority over the county to take the land and the county was 
paid the $2,354 fair market value of the land that was taken.  

• Braly-Ramey-Western Mobile Open Space: When Lake 4 at Western Mobile was 
reconstructed following the 2013 Flood, the outlet pipe was relocated onto adjoining 
county open space properties. Three new non-exclusive access easements needed to be 
granted to the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District over the Braly, 
Ramey, Western Mobile and Western Mobile-Lake 4 properties so the new outlet pipe 
can be maintained. Because Lake 4 is jointly owned by Boulder County and the water 
district and because the project was a joint county/water district project, the easements 
were granted without compensation from the water district.  

• Ruth Roberts Park:  The City and County of Broomfield manages a trail through the 
county’s Ruth Roberts Park. Broomfield’s trail easement needed to be expanded to 
allow Broomfield to stabilize an area where the trail crosses a drainage. Because the 
trail serves users of Boulder County’s Ruth Roberts Park property, this disposition was 
done for no compensation.  

• Von Reyn:  Boulder County’s Public Works department took a 0.5-acre portion of this 
property at the southeast corner of Lookout Road and 95th Street so the county could 
make the east edge of 95th Street safer to travel.  

 
Real Estate Stewardship and Maintenance 
Our 2024 stewardship and maintenance of real estate included these typical activities to 
manage the ‘real estate resource’ of county open space properties and interests:  

• Managing the county’s conservation easement program, which encompasses 
conservation easements and similar restrictions over 1,046 properties and involves 
these primary tasks: 

o Monitoring several hundred conservation easement properties and resolving 
violations. In 2024, we monitored 450 properties subject to county-held 
conservation easements, restrictive covenants, and deed restrictions. (Boulder 
County currently holds conservation easements and similar restrictions over 885 
private properties covering 42,442 acres.)  
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o Reviewing land use applications over private properties for compliance with 
conservation easements and other property restrictions that protect open space 
values. 

o Managing 154 conservation easements that the county has granted to city partners 
over 16,756 acres of county open space. 

o Tracking six conservation easements where the county is a backup holder and would 
step in if the original grantees decide they can no longer hold and manage those 
easement interests. 

• Coordinating the department’s response to oil and gas operators’ requests for approval 
to conduct well maintenance activities on county-owned open space, properties subject 
to county-held conservation easements or similar restrictions, and even private 
properties not subject to county open space restrictions. This work regarding private 
properties assists the county’s Community Planning & Permitting department in 
minimizing oil and gas development impacts throughout the county. 

• Coordinating with the State of Colorado’s Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety 
(DRMS) to close hazardous hard-rock mine openings on county open space. DRMS pays 
half of the closure costs and the county partners to cover the remaining half. Because of 
this partnership, DRMS can annually address about 20 hazards in the county. 

• Ensuring that only allowed uses of open space occur. This includes telling landowners 
and other members of the public that private use of open space is not allowable. 

• Maintaining data about the county’s ownership of open space and conducting research 
to answer questions that facilitate department projects. For example, department 
colleagues need to know what easements and interests could affect department 
construction projects. 

• Coordinating with county colleagues on matters affecting county open space. For 
example, the division manager collaborates with the director, the county attorney, and 
the long-range planning manager and director at Community Planning & Permitting on 
intergovernmental agreements between Boulder County and its municipalities.  

• Responding to inquiries about the county’s open space real estate interests and 
addressing suggestions for new acquisitions. Members of our community call us 
frequently and very much appreciate our answers to their questions. 

 
 

 
We look forward to the opportunities that 2025 will present for the county’s open space 
acquisitions and we will continue working with condemning authorities to minimize impacts to 
county open space. 
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2024 Open Space Acquisitions
# Closing Date Property Dev. Rights 

Acquired

Dev. Rights 

Retained by 

Seller

Acres Price Donation Value Grants Total Value Fee Water 

Shares/ 

Units

CE CE 

Am.

Trail Other Land 

Ofcr

Para- 

legal

Notes

1 1/2/2024 Highlands Camp 7 1 294.00 $0 Being Appraised $0 TBD 1 TB MG Landowner donated CE to Estes Valley Land Trust. Boulder County helped with transaction costs and received a CE backup interest.

2 2/21/2024 Elk Draw* 1 0 40.00 $0 $200,000 $0 $200,000 1 MA ES Colorado Open Lands (COL) donated fee interest to county; county granted CE out to COL

3 2/27/2024 Sky View* 1 0 42.60 $1,750,000 $0 $0 $1,750,000 1 TB ES County had a CE interest in this land as the Haas NUPUD-Outlot AA and now owns 42 acres in fee. Water acquired: 1/21st share South Flat Ditch and all mineral 

rights. Residential house and various agricultural  buildings. Residential house with well, septic, propane and various agricultural buildings.

4 3/13/2024 Wall Street Mill* 1 0 1.09 $63,000 $0 $0 $63,000 1 TB MG Acquired the western portion of the mill structure; the county already owned the eastern portion

5 4/9/2024 Bergen Family Farm NUPUD-Outlot AA-2024 CE 

Amendment

0 0 No new $0 $0 $0 $0 1 MA None Boundary line adjustment

6 4/30/2024 Cottonwood* 1 0 101.73 $2,975,000 $0 $0 $2,975,000 1 8.575 AC ES County had CE over land as Randleman CE and now owns 101.73 acres in fee. Also, county now owns a 100% interest in the following water rights (previously 

had owned an undivided 60% interest; CE landowner owned the other 40%): Rough and Ready 1/10 share; Palmerton 3.475 shares; Highland Ditch Comp 1 share; 

Lake McIntosh 4 shares. Residential house and various agricultural buildings.

7 5/7/2024 Alpenglow Acres NUPUD-Outlot AA-2024 CE Amendment 0 0 No new $0 $0 $0 $0 1 MA EN Property was divided into two parcels, as permitted by the CE

8 5/15/2024 Simkin TDC 0 1 7.50 $0 $0 $0 $94,000 1 TB EN CE acquired in exchange for bonus TDCs.

9 5/23/2024 Mariposa Passage* 1 0 2.43 $365,000 $0 $0 $365,000 1 MA ES Acquired 2.43 acres in fee and all mineral rights.

10 5/30/2024 Elk Tracks* 1 0 35.79 $535,000 $0 $0 $535,000 1 AC MG

11 6/3/2024 Loveland 1 0 4.68 $28,000 $0 $0 $28,000 1 AC MG

12 6/27/2024 Divide 1 0 5.00 $0 $25,000 $0 $25,000 1 TB ES Acquired 5 acres in fee and all mineral rights. Full donation; landowner did not seek donation value.

13 7/23/2024 Sunny Belle 0 0 5.16 $25,000 $0 $0 $25,000 1 TB MG

14 10/16/2024 Fairgrounds North Water Exchange 0 0 0.00 $0 $0 $0 $0 0.607 TB None County exchanged its 1.66 shares in the Beckwith Ditch for 0.607 shares of the City of Longmont’s Bonus Ditch water. 

15 10/22/2024 Haystack Mountain* 0 0 105.76 $6,200,000 $0 $0 $6,200,000 1 TB MG Included 31 shares of Left Hand Ditch, 31 shares of Reformed New Hinman Ditch, and an 85/160 share of Holland Ditch.

15 Detail Totals: 15 2       645.74 $11,941,000 $225,000 $0 $12,260,000 10 9.182 2 2 0 0

Grant $  N/A $0

 Fee Disposition Acres and proceeds (net:) -0.50 -$2,354

Net:       645.24 $11,938,646

2024 Easements Given But Land Still Open Space

# Closing Date Property Dev. Rights 

Sold

Acres Sale/Taking Price Donation Value Grants Total Value Fee CE CE 

Am.

Trail Other Land 

Ofcr

Para- 

legal

Notes

1 3/19/2024 Braly-Ramey-Western Mobile-Western Mobile-Lake 4-

2024 SVLHWCD Access Easements

0 13 $0 $0 $0 $0 DD N/A Three non-exclusive easements granted to SVLHWCD across Braly and Western Mobile (2.5 acres); Braly and Ramey (6 acres); and Western Mobile and Western 

Mobile-Lake 4 (5 acres).  

2 10/15/2024 Ruth Roberts Park-2024 Broomfield Trail Easement 

Amendment

0 1.22 $0 $0 $0 $0 DD N/A Non-exclusive easement over portion of Ruth Roberts Park Parcels 3 and 4 for trail and drainage purposes. 

3 10/15/2024 Alexander Dawson-2024 United Power Easement 0 0.15 $2,354 $0 $0 $2,354 DD N/A Non-exclusive utility easement to United Power along the north property line of the Alexander Dawson Open Space Property. 

Total Non-Exclusive Easement Dispositions: 0 14.37 $2,354 $2,354 0 0 0 0 0

2024 Fee Dispositions Subject to County CEs
# Closing Date Property Dev. Rights 

Sold

Acres Sale/Taking Price Total Value Fee CE CE 

Am.

Trail Other Land 

Ofcr

Para- 

legal

Notes

None

Total Fee Dispositions Subject to County-Held CEs: 0 0 $0 $0 0 0 0 0 0

2024 Fee Dispositions No Longer Open Space
# Closing Date Property Dev. Rights 

Sold

Acres Sale Price Total Value Land 

Ofcr

Para- 

legal

Notes

1 4/18/2024 Von Reyn-2024 Transfer of Management 0 0.50 $0 $0 DD N/A Transfer of Management to Boulder County Public Works Department. No funds were paid to Parks & Open Space, because Public Works had previously 

purchased an open space parcel that was transferred to the Parks & Open Space Department.

Total Fee Title Dispositions: 0 0.50 $0 $0

4 Total Dispositions: 14.87 $2,354 $2,354

Temporary Access Requests

Projects Completed

19

8

27

Total Deals Completed

* Priority Acquisition
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PARKS & OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Time/Date of Meeting:  6:30 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025 

Location:  Boulder County Courthouse 
1325 Pearl Street, Third Floor, Boulder 

 

TO: Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee 
FROM/PRESENTER: Susan Spaulding, Environmental Resources Element Sr. 

Specialist, Resource Management Division 
AGENDA ITEM: White-Nose Syndrome in Bats in Boulder County: BCPOS 

Response and Internal Management  
ACTION REQUESTED: Information Only 

 
White-Nose Syndrome (WNS) is caused by an invasive fungus Pseudogymnoascus 
destructans (Pd). It arrived in North America in 2006, near Albany, New York. The fungus 
was unknown to science until it was discovered in North America. Since then, researchers 
have confirmed its presence in Europe and Asia, on bats. However, those bats do not 
succumb to the effects of the fungus. Unfortunately, our North American bats have been 
severely impacted by the fungus, to which they have no immunity, with some species 
experiencing up to 90% declines in population numbers.  
 
The fungus infects the bats and grows on them during the colder, hibernation months. It 
infiltrates their cellular structure, which eventually cuts off circulation to their extremities, 
and their skin. This causes the bats to move around, or even to wake up fully, which leads to 
a depletion of their critical fat stores, that they’d built up to last through the hibernation 
period.  In many cases, the bats will then leave the safety and consistent temperatures of 
their hibernacula in search of food. In most cases, they therefore freeze or starve.  
 
WNS arrived in Colorado in Spring, 2023 in the southeast corner of the state.  In Winter 
2024, a little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus) tested positive for WNS in Boulder County. In 
early Spring, 2024, several additional bats (Myotis lucifugus, fringed myotis: Myotis 
thysanodes, and big brown bat: Epesticus fuscus) were found dead in Longmont, and near 
Lyons and tested positive for WNS. This is consistent with patterns seen elsewhere when 
WNS arrives in an area.  
 
BCPOS has formed an internal WNS Team comprised of several work groups across multiple 
divisions. Our objectives are to understand WNS as a department and formulate best 
management practices during this initial wave of WNS, as well as into the future. In the 
past, we’ve coordinated on measures to limit disturbance to bat colonies on Open Space, 
but we’ve now initiated a formal process to develop department-wide standardized 
practices. Our goal is to discuss and address management activities that may overlap with 
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bat habitat to ensure we are considering and protecting bats during this severe challenge to 
their survival. 
 
Resources available to learn more:  
https://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/static-page/what-is-white-nose-syndrome 
https://www.fws.gov/story/preventing-and-treating-white-nose-syndrome 
https://www.fws.gov/story/bats-are-one-most-important-misunderstood-animals 
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