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Department of Transportation
Region 4

Director's Office
10ó01 1Oth Street
Greetey, CO 80634

November 18,2021 ilAR 0 7 t02?

- RECEIVED --¿ç

Éoulder f; orrntY Fublic WorksCity of Boulder Landmarks Board
2045 13th Street
Boulder, CO 80302

Re: After the Fact Post-Project Determinations of State Register Act Eligibitity and Effect
Determinations for lntersection lmprovements at State Highway 7 (Arapahoe Road) and U.S.
Highway 287 in Boulder County

Dear City of Boulder Landmarks Board:

The Cotorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) invites your comments regarding the above-
referenced intersection improvement project in Boulder County, Cotorado, in particular the project's
impacts upon historicat resources. This letter and the enclosed attachments are being sent
concurrentty to the Colorado State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) as wetl as a number of
organizations that have an interest in historic preservation in Boutder County.

We are reaching out to you as part of CDOT's post-project or "after the fact" consuttation with your
office regarding a recently compteted developer-driven intersection improvement project in
unincorporated Boutder County, which necessitated temporary construction access within the CDOT-
owned right-of-way (ROW) for Arapahoe Road/State Highway 7 (Arapahoe Road). While not a CDOT
designed or constructed project, CDOT was invotved by issuing a temporary access permit to the
developer. Due to an oversight by CDOT Region 4, the presence of a previously recorded historical
resource in the project area was overtooked, and the permit was issued. The intersection project was
completed in Fatt 2021. ln order to achieve compliance with the Colorado State Register Act, CDOT is
seeking your concurrence on after-the-fact determinations of State Register of Historic Ptaces-
etigibitity for all historical resources (generatty >50 year otd), and effects to these resources from the
intersection project. Since CDOT's only involvement in this project was to issue an access permit to the
developers, there was no federal nexus that woutd have triggered the need for comptiance with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).

Backeround

ln earty Juty 2021, the (west side of) US 287lArapahoe (SH 7) intersection project was brought to the
attention of the CDOT Region 4 Senior Historian by a private citizen and Boulder Rotary Ctub member,
Wittiam D. Meyer, who along with a small cadre of club members formed the Nine Mite Corner
Monument Working Group (Working Group). This group is and has been concerned about the condition
and preservation of the stone pittars that flank Arapahoe Road on the west side of the US 287. They
were conceived as memorial monuments to American dead in the "Great War" (World War l).
Constructed of sandstone in 1928 by the Boulder Lions Club, these intricate structures were major
features of an etaborate gateway to a proposed - but never constructed - "Road of Remembrance"
teading to Boulder. A detaited history of the pillars is presented in the attached document prepared by
Mr. Meyer of the Working Group.

The 93-year-old gateway pillars have faced threats to their preservation since the earty 1980s. The first
threat came in 1983, when the Colorado Highway Department improved and widened Arapahoe Road at
and near the intersection with and the west side of US 287. The project inctuded the retocation of the
northern gateway pittar forty feet to the north, and a specialized contractor was employed to move the
structure intact. Unfortunatety, the effort was unsuccessful due to unstable sandy soil which caused
the pittar to tumble to the ground and break apart. The Highway Department, with speciatized
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contractor hetp, faithfully reconstructed the piltar in the new location, forty feet north of its originat
location. The southern pittarwas left in ptace at its originat (1928) location.

ln the summ er of 2017, the Evergreen Devetopment Company was pursuing construction of a large
commercial development on the southwest side of the intersection. ln order to accommodate a new
right turn lane from eastbound 5H 7 to US southbound2ST, Evergreen sought approval from CDOT to
relocate the south pittar out of CDOT ROW for Arapahoe Road/SH 7 and onto the devetoper's parcel.
The CDOT Region 4 Senior Historian advised CDOT's Permits unit that, as a significant historic resource,
CDOT coutd not allow retocating the pittar outside CDOT ROW and incorporated into a private
development. The piltars' locations comprise an especiatly important aspect of integrity, because they
were detiberatety sited in 1928 to prominentty define the entrance to Arapahoe Road, which was being
promoted as an important route to Boulder.

Faced with the permit denial, the devetopers and their design consultants attered the intersection
improvement project to altow for preservation in ptace of the southern pitlar, by surrounding it with a

raised and landscaped "pork chop" istand (equipped with guardrail) located between a new, separated
right turn [ane, and Arapahoe Road.

ln the recent past, CDOT's Boulder Engineer Residency discussed the idea of potentiatty relocating both
pitlars out of the Arapahoe Road ROW and ptace them at a future nearby ptanned Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) stop on Arapahoe to in order create a "sense of place" for them; however, that idea uttimatety
was abandoned.

Proiect Descriotion

This devetoper-driven project invotved improvement of the west side intersection of Arapahoe Road

and US 287 in Boulder County, to provide new curved, single-lane right-in and right-out turn lanes from
Arapahoe Road onto US 287 and vice versa, that woutd accommodate an anticipated large increase in
traffic. ln order to preserve the southern pittar, as requÍred by CDOT, a "pork chop" istand was buitt
around it, separating the 5H 7 roadway and the new right turn tane onto southbound US 287. The
reconstructed northern piltar was not touched by the project, and has been protected from damage by
a chain tink fence (see enclosed 2021 inventory form prepared by CDOT). This fence was likely instatted
by the contractor involved in constructing the intersection improvements. Ptans prepared for the
recently compteted intersection improvement project are enctosed for your reference.

Determinations of Etieibitity and Effects

58L.432 - Arapahoe Road gateway pillars:
This resource consists of two (north and south) elaborately designed and built mortared stone masonry
towers or pittars ftanking Arapahoe Road/SH 7 near its intersection with the west side of US 287. The
pittars were envisioned and constructed as memoriats to Wortd War I American war dead, and as part of
an elaborate gateway to a proposed "Road of Remembrance." The pitlars are approximately 20 feet
talt and are constructed of locatly-quarried sandstone to intentionatty replicate the appearance and
general character of architecture on the University of Colorado in Boutder. Both structures are
identical in design, and each has a smalt door teading to a smatl internal chamber. A cornerstone is
placed at the base of the south piiiar (oniy), while the north piiiar bears a bronze dedicatory piaque.
Detaited descriptions and photographs of the pitlars are presented in the enclosed inventory form, and
their history is exptained in great detait in the enctosed document prepared by Wittiam Meyer.

Etieibititv: The pittars were originatly inventoried as the "Road to Remembrance Gateway" in May 1980

by Manuet M. Weiss of the Boulder County Historicat Society, as part of the Boulder County Historical
Site Survey, Boutder and Broomfietd Counties (Report No. MC.LG.R20). Weiss prepared a Cotorado
Historicat Society lnventory Record, and evaluated the gateway piltars as etigibte for the National
Register of Historic Ptaces (NRHP). The resource has a "field eligibte" determination date of May 1,

1980.
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CDOT revisited, rerecorded and reevaluated the site in the summer of 2021. The reevatuation effort
benefited immensely from the extensive research and detailed narrative report by the Nine Mile Corner
Monument Working Group of the Boulder Rotary Club, inctuding Mr. Wittiam Meyer, about the history of
what was historicatly known as Nine Mite Corner (the US 287 and Arapahoe Road intersection), including
the gateway pitlars. They are the onty remnants of the 1928 war memorial gateway that formerly
included a smatl park with a captured German artittery piece and ftagpote. Based upon an abundance of
information, CDOT finds that the memoriat pillars meet the etigibitity criteria of the State Register of
Historic Places. The site is historicatty significant under Criterion A for its association with a
widespread movement in the 1920s ted by fraternal organizations and philanthropic ctubs to install
public memorials to honor fatlen American sotdiers from the First Wortd War. Under Criterion C, the
pi[[ars are significant for their intricate, collegiate architecture-inspired design and elaborate
stonework construction.

Effect: The integrity of the pillars (581.432) has been greatty impacted by both the 1983 and 2021
intersection improvement projects. The 1983 Highway Department project resulted in the accidental
destruction of the north piltar, and while the rebuitt structure retains the same characteristics and
appearance as the intact southern piltar, it is located 40 feet north of its original location, but stilt
ctosely ftanking a widened Arapahoe road.

The 2021 intersection project teft the southern pittar in its original location, but constructed a raised
"pork chop" traffic island around it. lnstead of ftanking the highway, the piltar now sits between the
roadway of Arapahoe Road and a new curving singte-lane right turn lane that that routes traffic behind
the piltar - essentially destroying the spatial relationship of the south pillar and roadway. With the new
improvements the south pitlar no longer appears to be part of a gateway that westbound traffic on
Arapahoe Road would pass through. The visual impact of these changes is severe, as the pi[[ar no longer
visuatty reveats its historic gateway function, and instead looks oddty out of place on the traffic island
(with guardrait added).

The integrity of the piltars has also been impacted by the 40 ft relocation of the north pillar in 1983.
Due to severe loss of integrity of the historic setting, CDOT has determined that the developer-driven
Arapahoe Road and US 287 intersection improvement project has resutted in an odyerse effect to
58L.432, the Arapahoe Road gateway piltars.

sBL.l 1936 - State Highway 7 in Boulder County (58L. f f 936)

Etieibititv: Based upon the 2016 CDOT-sponsored Colorado Historic Highways lnventory by consultant
Mead & Hunt, State Highway 7 was determined to be officiatty etigibte for inclusion in the NRHP.

Effect: The project invotves the Arapahoe Road/US 287 west side intersection which in the late 1920s
was improved in conjunction with ptans to promote Arapahoe Road as a major route to Boulder and
draw more traffic to the city. The entrance to this route was designed to capture the attention of
motorists and serve as a Wortd War I memorial. lmposing tall stone pittars were erected ftanking the
road, and a tiny park with a WW I German trophy cannon and a flagpote was established in the space
between the "wye" design of the intersection. The intersection improvements provided for two, two-
way sweeping curves that funneled westbound traffic from the Lincoln Highway/US 287 past the flag
and cannon, and through the narrow gap between the pitlars. For eastbound traffic on Arapahoe Road,
the pittars appeared as a gate on the horizon, with a cannon and ftagpole strikingty centered between
them. As the eastbound drivers passed between the pillars, they took one of the sweeping curves right
or left to the Lincoln Highway.

Subsequently, in 1983, the Colorado Highway Department (now CDOT) redesigned and constructed the
intersection to make it safer and accommodate a higher votume if traffic using both Arapahoe Road and
US 287. At that time the road was widened to the north, requiring relocation of the northern gateway
pittar. New turn lanes were constructed, the sma[[ war memorial park was removed, and the overall
cross-section of Arapahoe Road of a short stretch of Arapahoe was widened and upgraded. The recently
completed 2021 devetoper-driven project again redesigned the intersection, removing the 1983
intersection improvements and constructing new dedicated right-in and right-out turn lanes. The new
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eastbound Arapahoe Road to southbound US 287 turn lane required the use of more tand on the south
side of Arapahoe within CDOT-owned ROW for Arapahoe Road. ln order to preserve the south pillar within
CDOT-owned ROW for Arapahoe Road, it was left in ptace but surrounded by a raised irregutar'shaped
traffic island, and the eastbound turn tane now passes behind the pittar - resutting in a major, but
tocalized change to Arapahoe Road. The 2021 configuration is markedly different than the originat 1928

design. Westbound traffic now is routed between the pitlars, not on a sweeping arc but instead on a
singte straight lane of mutti-lane highway. The curves and park are long gone, and the pillars are spread
nearty twice as far apart as the original designers intended.

For eastbound traffic on Arapahoe Road, the right turn lane buitt in 1983 has been converted to an

additionat thru lane, with both thru lanes passing between the widened space between the pittars. A
third tane - a new right turn lane - has been added to the south of the south pittar, so that this pittar now
appears to approaching eastbound traffic as directly in the middte of Arapahoe Road.

Both the 1983 and 2021 intersection improvement projects substantiatty altered the atignment and width
of Arapahoe Road at the intersection and extending west for approximatety 510 feet (-1l10 mite) to
accommodate the new turn tanes. A taper from the pre-existing roadway extends approximatety 160 feet
eastward from the project's western terminus, and the footprint gradually widens as the new right turn
tane diverges away from the road's main thru lanes. The redesigned and constructed intersection does

not bear any resemblance to the 1928 design. While the 1928 intersection has been severety attered and

has tost most aspects of its historic integrity, the changes involve a very short portion of Arapahoe Road

and does not substantiatly reduce the integrity of the entire route of Arapahoe Road/SH 7. Therefore,
CDOT finds that the 2021 project resulted in a finding of no adverse effect with respect to this linear
historic resource.

Proposed Mitiqation

ln order to mitigate the adverse effect to 58L.432, the Arapahoe Road gateway pittars, CDOT proposes

to engage with a number of stakehotders/interested parties and historic preservation agencies to
cooperativety devetop a plan for their preservation, monitoring and perpetual maintenance. Public
access and interpretation will atso be considered. CDOT wi[[ invite consulting parties to participate in a
Mitigation Working Group. The Mitigation Working Group witt hotd meetings to discuss and devetop a

historic preservation ptan based on the anatysis of all possible preservation atternatives inctuding the
potential retocation of one or both of the piltars. CDOT witt manage this effort.

Mitigation Working Group members would include the Boutder Rotary Club's Nine Mite Corner
Monument Working Group, including Mr. Witliam Meyer, who first brought this situation to our
attention. Other invitees include governmental and non-governmental organizations, including the
Boulder County Commissioners, the Boulder County Historic Preservation Advisory Board, the Lafayette
Historic Preservation Board and the Town of Erie Historic Preservation Advisory Board. Other groups

that may potentiatty join the working group include organizations such as the Boulder Historicat
Society, Historic Boutder, lnc., the Erie Historical Societyand the Lafayette Historical Society.
Veterans' organizations woutd also be invited, including American Legion Post 10 (Boutder) and

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 1771 (Lafayette).

The working group witl strive to come to a consensus regarding a preferreci preservation approach ior
the piltars; however, if consensus is not achievabte, CDOT witt make a decision about the appropriate
course of action based on the various atternatives considered by the Working Group. Cost estimates witt
be obtained for each alternative, and potential funding sources witt be identified. At the cutmination
of the process of identifying and anatyzing long-term preservation alternatives, the group witl create a
ptan document to gufde future actlons. The preservation ptan wilt be the end product that satisfies
mitigation of the adverse effect to the stone pitlars. The ptan will provide a blueprint for preservation
of the pittars, but woutd not include actual imptementation of any restoration, maintenance work, or
relocation. ln terms of potential relocation, CDOT witt inctude a plan element requiring creation of a
detaited photographic record as we[[ as detaited elevation drawings should retocation be the preferred
alternative. Since the pÍttars remain in the Arapahoe Road ROW and therefore are owned by CDOT, the
execution of the preservation ptan witt require close coordination with CDOT, and especiatty with the
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CDOT Region 4 Senior Historian. We welcome your thoughts about our proposed mitigation, which we
believe witt facititate preservation of this historicalty and architecturally significant resource.

We welcome your review of our historical resource determinations and of the proposed mitigation. lf
you have any questions or require additional information, ptease contact CDOT Region 4 Historian Jason
Marmor at (970) 219-9155 or iason.marmor@state.co.us.

Sincerely,

/dt4tzþ ta¿¿¿rt

James Eussen
Region 4 Planning and Environmentat Unit Manager

Enclosures:
o CDOT-prepared OAHP lnventory form for 581.432 with attachments
o 1980 inventory form for 581.432
o Draft "Nine Mile Corner Monument" report by Wittiam Meyer
. Ptan sheets for 2021 intersection improvement project
o Right-of-Way plan sheets for 1983 intersection improvement project

Cc: Vanessa Santisteven
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Official eligibility determination (OAHP use only)

Date lnitials

COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Determined Eligible- NR

Determined Not Eligible- NR

Determined Eligible- SR

Determined Not Eligible- SR

Need Data

Contributes to eligible NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

Architectural lnventory Form

I. IDENTIFICATION

Resourcenumber: 581.432
Temporary resource number: N/A
County: Boulder
City: None; unincorporated Boulder County
Historic building name: Road of Remembrance Gateway
Current building name: Arapahoe Road gateway pillars
Building address: State Highway 7 (SH 7) /Arapahoe Road, just west of U.S. Highway 287
(North 107th Street) intersection, Boulder County
Owner name and address: Colorado Department of Transportation

2829 W Howard Place, Denver, CO 80204

13.

P.M. 6th Township lN Range 69 W
NE % of NE % NE % of NW % of section 34
UTM references
North pillar: Tone t3;4429418 mE ; 491152 mN
South monument: Zone t3;4429192 mE ; 491150 mN

USGS quad name: Eríe, Colorddo
Year: 1967; Revised 1971 Map scale: X 7.5' 15'
Lot(s): Not applicable
Block: Not applicable
Plat: Not applicable
Year Platted: Not applicable
Parcel Number: Not applicable; the north and south pillars are located in CDOT right-of-way
for State Highway 7 (Arapahoe Road)
Boundary Description and Justification: The site boundary is defined as the footprints of both
(north and south) pillars flanking Arapahoe Road/SH 7. Arapahoe Road itself is not included in
the property boundary for the pillars, since the roadway the pillars originally flanked has been
greatly altered and has no historic integrity. ln 1983, the north pillar was accidentally destroyed
and rebuilt. The rebuilt pillar now stands along the north side of Arapahoe Road roughly 40 feet
north of its original 1928-1983 location.

III. ARCH¡TECTURAL DESCRIPT¡ON

Building/structure plan (footprint, shape): lrregular; square-plan pillars/towers with attached
and projecting (2 per pillar, on opposing sides) decorative and functional stone buttress walls.
At the ends of these buttress walls are low, squat square-plan stone piers that add stability to
the walls and pillar structure.

L.

2,

3.

4.

5.
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7.

8.
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10.

11.

t2.

II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

L4.
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Dimensions in feet {pillar only): Length: Approx. 10 ft. x Width: Approx. 10 ft
Height: Approx. 30 ft.

Number of stories: Not applicable
Primary external wall material(s): Stone - multi-colored sandstone flagstone pieces set w¡th
mortar in coursed ashlar pattern
Roof configuration: Not applicable
Primary external roof material: Stone
Specialfeatures: Segmental stone arch lintels above doors.
General architectural description: Please refer to the attached captioned photographs. This

property consists of two nearly identical tower-like pillars or monuments flanking east-west

Arapahoe Road (State Highway 7f close to its intersect¡on with the west s¡de of North 107th

Street (US HighwaV 2871. They stand on the north and south sides of Arapahoe Road, and

originally formed a formal gateway to a nine mileJong direct automobile route to Boulder from
the Lincoln Highway (now US 287).

The pillars were also associated with plans to promote and develop Arapahoe Road from the
Lincoln Highway to Boulder into a proposed "Road of Remembrance" referring to the sacrifices

of American soldiers in World War l. Both original pillars were erected at the same t¡me (one

after the other) and are identical in terms of design, dimensions and construction materials.
They present a stately monumental and symmetr¡cal appearance.

The pillars are constructed of locally quarried tabular pieces of multicolored sandstone
(flagstone) of various sizes and thicknesses set ¡n mortar and laid in rough courses of ashlar

stonework. Each pillar structure consists primarily of a tall, square-plan tower (foundation type
unknown), approximately 30 feet tall, and each is equipped with a small internal chamber

sealed with small (approximately 4-5 feet high) hinge-hung painted wooden door (likely non-

original). These doors are kept locked by CDOT and the chamber interiors were not accessed as

part of this 2021 site re-visitation. Stone segmental arches are placed above these small

doorways, us¡ngverticallyoriented pieces of tabularsandstone. With the except¡on of one small

chamber door installed on each pillar, the pillars lack openings, and display elaborate fine
stonework. Defining characteristics include tall and very narrow recessed vertical bays that
contain what appears to be fixed glass panes (possibly an original design feature) that were
subsequently covered in brown paint. Closer inspection of these vertical bays would be

necessary to ldentlfy the material installed within them, along with archival and historical
photograph research.

At the base (northeast corner) of the southern pillar is a cut wh¡te limestone cornerstone with
the inscribed date "!928" as well as the words "Boulder lions Club" and the organization's
official seal. Across the road, the northern pillar has a large bronze plaque affixed to ¡ts east

side. This plaque was affixed to the east side of the original pillar in 1928, and was reinstalled
when the pillar was moved, damaged, and reconstructed (19831 in its current location. Placed

at the formal dedication of the pillars in June 1928, the plaque's text reads: "Road of
Remembrance Gateway / ln Honor of Those Who Served in the World War I Erected by the
Lions Club of Boulder, t928."

Attached to the east end west s¡des of each pillar are approximately L2-t4 ftJong, low coursed

stone ashlar buttress walls, at the far ends of which are attached squat square-plan ashlar stone
pillars, each topped by large custom-designed cast concrete scrollwork decorative elements.
These walls appear to provide stability and strength to help support the pillars, and are curved
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581.432

and expanded where they attach to the side of the pillar. Decorative cast concrete cap¡tal
elements are placed atop the top of each buttress wall.

Architectural style/building type: Collegiate Gothic-influenced/road gateway pillars
Landscaping or special setting features: The historic stone pillars are located within a formerly
agricultural area of unincorporated Boulder County, and a large parcel on the south side of
Arapahoe Road is former farmland that is the site of an impending construct¡on of a large
commercial development. An older small rural residential property lies on the north side of
Arapahoe Road and is partially obscured from view by mature deciduous trees.

As a result of intersection improvement proiects in 1983 and 2O21, Arapahoe Road was been
greatly widened and slightly realigned at the junction with North 107th Street/Us 287 in 1983
and2O2l to ¡mprove turning movements and increase vehicle capacity and safety. ln order to
preserve the south pillar in situ and st¡ll construct new right turn lanes, the 2021 project
included the construction of a raised, irregularly-shaped "pork chop" traffic island surrounding
the south pillar, sited between the main Arapahoe Road eastbound travel lane and the new
right turn lane, which carries traffic behind and past the pillar. While the pillar was left in situ,
it now sits isolated within the ¡ntersection, and its gateway purpose is not readily discernable
in part because the northern pillar was relocated 40 feet north of its original location in 1983
and now sits obscured by trees. Currently the connection between the north and south pillars
is not obvious.

Modern commercial and resident¡al development in unincorporated Boulder County is

transforming the agricultural landscape and modernizing the character of the area including the
vicinity of the Arapahoe Road/UD 287 intersection. Former low density agricultural land is
undergoing development, and this activity has greatly changed the historic setting of the
Arapahoe Road stone pillars.

24. Associated buildings, features, or objects: Arapahoe Road/SH 7

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1928 (April-June) - groundbreaking and laying of
cornerstone on April 18,t928; dedicated June 17, 1928
Source(s) of information: (Meyer 2O2L:tOl
Architect: Meade Walter
Source(s) of information: (Meyer 2021.zt0l
Builder/Contractor: Lee Roy Watson (stone mason)
Source(s) of information: (Meyer 2O2LzL0l
Original owner: Lions Club of Boulder
Source(s) of information: (Meyer 2021:10!

Construction history (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or
demolitions): ln 1928, architect and Lions Club member Meade Walter designed the pillars at
"Nine Mile Corne/' (Lincoln Highway/US 287 and Arapahoe Road intersect¡on) as a war
memorial honoring the 1,000 Boulder County residents who served in World War l, including
the architect's son. The pillars closely flanked Arapahoe Road, which was much narrower than
at present. The planned memorial pillars would be placed on opposite (north and south sides)
of Arapahoe Road to serve as a gateway to the road to Boulder, which was proposed as a World

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
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War I memorial "Road of Remembrance." According to the architect, the pillars would be built
of flagstone, and the design and stonework were intended to repl¡cate "the walls and alcoves

of the new University buildings."

Work on construct¡ng the pillars took two months to complete. On April t8,1928 ground was
broken and a cornerstone was laid at the base (northeast corner) of the south pillar. Stone

mason lee Roy Watson built the multi-colored sandstone structures. Watson also is responsible
for construct¡ng some of the stone structures at St. Malo in western Boulder County possibly

including the impressive stone St. Malo Church/Chapel near Allensparþ Colorado.

The completed stone pillars were dedicated on June 17, 1928. Fifty-five years later, in 1983, a

Colorado Highway Department (CHD) intersect¡on improvement project was undertaken, and

involved substantial widening on the north s¡de of Arapahoe Road. Flatiron Paving Company
(Flatiron) was hired bythe Highway Department to perform the intersect¡on ¡mprovement work
on Arapahoe Road. To accommodate the new intersection design, in April 1983 Flatiron
subcontracted with Whitlock House Moving of Louisville to move the north pillar 40 feet to the
north of its original location. While digging into the sides of the north pillar in order to jack it
up and place steel beams beneath it - which were to be used to slide the pillar to its new
location - the sandy soil gave way and the pillar tipped over and slowly fell to the ground and

broke to pieces. Flatiron agreed to faithfully rebuild the pillar. The reconstruction plan involved
cleaning the unbroken flagstone, and replacing the broken stones w¡th flagstone of matching
color. Since Meade Walter's original design plans for the pillars were not ava¡lable, the damaged
pillar was re-assembled and repaired to match the intact south pillar using similar construction
methods and materials. Flatiron Paving hired Del's Masonry of Longmont to rebuild the pillar.
The work was completed by a couple from Del's Masonry, Lorri and Roy Martinez, in the
summer of 1983, and approximately 8O% ol the original stones were utilized. Costing around

$20,000, the effort took severalweeks to f¡n¡sh. The south pillar remains in its original location,
but in 2021 a raised "pork chop" traffic island was constructed around it.

30. Origi nal location X lsouth pillarl Moved X {north pillarl
Date of move(s): 1983

v. HtsToRrcAt AssoctATtoNs

Original use(s): Recreation and Culture - War memorials; Transportat¡on - highway gateway

lntermediate use(s): None
Current use(s): No current use

Site type(s): War memorials; road/highway gateway monuments

Historical background: (Note: Please refer to the unpublished report by William Meyer (2OZL|

for a detailed history of Nine Mile Corner including the war memorial gateway pillars. The

following summary includes excerpts from this report.)

The stone pillars currently flanking Arapahoe Road just west of its intersection with U.S. 287

were originally constructed ¡n 1928. Their construction was driven by two different motives.
They were envisioned and built as part of a formal, imposing gateway to serve as war memorials
flanking a proposed memorial "Road of Remembrance" (Arapahoe Road). Additionally, the

tateway, of which the tall stone pillars were the primary feature, was envisioned by civic and
business boosters as an effective way to divert traffic traveling on the Lincoln Highway (U.S.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.
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287) between Longmont and Lafayette by enticing motor¡sts to turn west onto Arapahoe Road

and visit the City of Boulder.

ln the 1910s and 1920s, when auto tourism was in its infanc¡ the Lincoln Highway was one of
the most publicized transcontinental roads for American motorists. Businessmen and civic
leaders in Boulder were interested in development of the Lincoln Highway to boost tourism and

commerce. ln the late 1910s and early 1920s Boulder lay ten miles west of the Lincoln Highway,
with poor access to the growing commercial traffic along the lincoln Highway. Boulde/s
connection to the Lincoln Highway was Arapahoe Road, which intersected the Highway at'Ten
Mile Corner." Also known as the Valley Road, in the late 1910s and early 1920s, Arapahoe Road

was an unpaved county road traversing the plains into the city.

As automobile use increased dramatically after World War l, the need for more and better
automobile roads nationwide spurred a "Good Roads" movement, which involved localaction
to develop new safe automobile routes connecting commun¡t¡es. ln 1919 the Boulder Rotary
Club created a "Good Roads Committee" to pursue improving the roads in Boulder County.
Working with local commercial associations in Boulder and Longmont, the committee proposed

an ambitious road improvement program that included paving the entire length of the Lincoln

Highway in the county, and Arapahoe Road from Ten Mile Corner to the c¡ty.

Another nationwide movement was gaining momentum concurrently: developing roads into
named/designated World War I memorial travel routes, or "roads of remembrance" featuring
beautification including tree plantings along the margins of the roadway as promoted by the
American Forestry Association. The idea of honoring Americans who participated in World War
I with roads of remembrance was championed in newspaper editorials around the country, and
became a popular idea, resulting in various plans for roads of remembrance in the United
States.

Boulder County embraced the road of remembrance movement, and in January 1923 the
Boulder Commercial Association, a variety of the Boulder service clubs and the Boulder County
Commissioners began working on the development of a "Road of Remembrance" on Arapahoe
Road from Boulder to Ten Mile Corner, dedicated to the soldiers from the county who fought
in WWl. The preliminary plan included construction of a gateway arch or monument at Ten Mile
Corner, along with planting trees and possibly lights on both sides of the road. Boulder
American Legion Post 10 quickly assumed sponsorship of Boulder County's proposed "Road of
Remembrance." By 1923, Boulde/s business community and civic organizations supported the
plan for a "Road of Remembrance" to connect with the Lincoln Highway.

The Lincoln Highway became the main north-south road in Boulder County and from northern
Colorado to Denver and carried growing tour¡st traffic in the 1920s. W¡th the increase in
automobile travel and the higher speeds of newer cars, the Highway's zig-zag route from Ten

Mile Corner to the beginning of the pavement south of Longmont was quite dangerous. Faced

with this hazardous situation, in late 1923 the Boulder County Commissioners passed a
resolution intended to eliminate these dangers by relocat¡ng a port¡on of the lincoln Highway
(US 287) by constructing a new, stra¡ght six-mile stretch of north-south highway south of
Longmont, approximately 0.75 mile west of l11th Street. The proposed new highway alignment
did not follow existing roads, and required obtaining land for a right of way from farmers along
the route.
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Construct¡on of the new highway began in 1926 and was completed in L927, after which focus
shifted to the proposed gateway at Nine Mile Corner. As the plan for the gateway evolved, the
¡n¡t¡al idea of a big entryway arch was abandoned, and the gateway design was changed to
include a pair of stone pillars flanking Arapahoe Road, at the east end of the proposed "Road of
Remembrance," as well as a small park on the triangular tract formed by the roadways. The

Boulder Lions Club, which funded construct¡on of the pillars, wanted them to "mark the new
route" opened by the relocated lincoln Highway, as well as serve as a suitable memorial in
honor of those who served our country in World War l. The Road of Remembrance pillars were
loosely patterned after the gateway pillars at the entrance to Lookout Mountain Park near
Golden.

Plans for the pillars were drawn by Meade Walter, an architect and Lions Club member, whose
son had served in the First World War. The pillars would be built of flagstone, and according to
Walter it was "designed something like the walls and alcoves of the new University buildings

[in Boulder]."

Ground was broken and the cornerstone for the pillars (south pillar) was laid on April 18, 1928.

Construction of the pillars took two months. The work was completed by stone mason Lee Roy

Watson, who is credited w¡th construct¡ng some of the stone structures at St. Malo in western
Boulder County. The pillars were officially and ceremoniously dedicated on June 17, t928, at
which t¡me a small box of documents and mementoes were placed in a niche in the cornerstone.

While work was proceeding on the pillars, preparations were undenray for construction of the
second phase of the gateway project - the tr¡angular memorial park immediately east of the
pillars. A year after the pillars were completed, Boulder American [egion Post 10 constructed
the park in the middle of the "wye" at the intersection. The Legion's plan for the park centered
on the captured (and deactivated) artillery pieces donated by United States government. On

May 19, 1929, American Legionnaires installed a solitary 100 mm captured German cannon on
a concrete base in the leased tr¡angular tract of land, and also erected a donated 48' flagpole.
Trees and shrubs were planted in the tr¡angular plot, which was surrounded by barriers
comprised of low posts and cables. The shoulder of the roadways of the arcs comprising the
"wye" were sufficiently wide to perm¡t parking for those accessing the park and the pillars.

After completion of the gateway park, support for "Road of Remembrance" project dissipated,
and the planned planting of 1,000 trees along the route never came to fruition. Boulder County's
interest in the "Road of Remembrance" diminished, and the concept was never fully realized.
Although the war memorial pillars and adjacent small park were installed at the road's
entrance, none of the other proposed amenities along the route (such as trees| were ever
installed, and Arapahoe Road was never formally named or called the "Road of Remembrance."

The gateway pillars remained standing in their original locations unt¡l 1983, when the CHD

improved and realigned Arapahoe Road. The ¡ntersect¡on project expanded the highway right-
of-way to the north, and required the north pillar to be relocated 40 feet to the north of its
original location. While moving the north pillar it tipped over and when striking the ground
broke apart. The project contractor hired a specialized company to faithfully reconstruct the
north pillar.

C, 2OL9-2O20, a development company seeking to construct a large new commercial
development ¡n the southwest quadrant of the Arapahoe Road/US 287 intersection planned
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intersection improvements, including new right-in and r¡ght-out turn lanes. Knowing that CDOT

would not allow the relocation of the south p¡llar based upon its historical significance, the
developers' roadway design consultant, Galloway, chose to construct a raised "pork chop"
traff¡c island with guard rail surrounding it. The intersection work was completed in 2021.
Consequently, the south p¡llar now sits within Arapahoe Road rather than on the south side of
and flanking the road. Since the 2021 intersect¡on ¡mprovement project is situated within the
State-owned right-of way for Arapahoe Road, CDOT provided the developers with an access
permit to complete the work.

After the project was brought to the attent¡on of CDOT's Region 4 Senior Historian (Jason

Marmor) by Mr. William Meyer, on behalf of a Boulder Rotary Club working group that is

seeking to ensure preservation and periodic inspection and maintenance of the pillars. ln
accordance with the Colorado State Reg¡ster Act, CDOT conducted "after-the fact" consultation
with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and stakeholder organizations (e.g.

veterans' groups and historic preservation boards) regarding the significance of the stone pillars
and the effect of the 202l intersection improvement project upon them. CDOT determined that,
despite the loss of some integrity, the project caused an adverse effect that would require
mitigation. CDOT proposed mitigation consisting of a collaborative process to develop a
preservation plan document for the pillars, including consideration of relocation alternatives.
The collaborative process would involve CDOT, the SHPO, and various interested governmental
agencies, historic preservation boards, veterans'groups, and service organizations. Execution
of recommendations from the preservation plan document w¡ll depend on funding, leadership
and effective collaboration among the interested parties.

36. Sources of information:

Blakeslee, David Allen
1983 Warranty Deed from David Allen Blakeslee to the Colorado Department of Highways,

for ownership transfer of a 0.142-acre parcel in the SE % ol the SW % ol Section 27,
Township 1 North, Range 69 West, in Boulder County, Colorado. The parcel was
designated Parcel No. 5 in plans for Colorado Highway Department Project No. FC-HES

007-2(5). Recorded at the Boulder County Clerk and Recordey's Office on March 7,
1983. Reception No. 536538.

Daily Times
t926 "Plans Nearing Completion for Right-of-Way Highway; Local Engineer Working on New

Route." The Dailv Times, Longmont, Vol. XXXll, Number 60, February 25,1926.

Garten, Carol
1983 "Monument on Highway 7 -287 Comes Tumbling Down." The Louisville Times, Vol.

69, No.44, April 20,1983.

Meyer, William
202L Nine-Mile Corner Monument (narrative historical report), 26 pp., unpublished.
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Town of Erie
1983 Warranty Deed from the Town of Erie, Colorado to the Colorado Department of

Highways, for ownership transfer of a 0.324-acre parcel in the NE % olthe NW % of
Section 3d Township 1 North, Range 69 West, in Boulder County, Colorado. The parcel

was designated Parcel No. 6A in plans for Colorado Highway Department Project No.

FC-HES 007-2(5). Recorded at the Boulder County Clerk and Recorde/s Office on
February 8, 1983. Reception No. 532304.

Weiss, Manuel
1980 Colorado Cultural Resource Survey lnventory Record for Site 5BL.432, "Road to

Remembrance Gateway." Boulder County Historical Society, May 12, 1980.

VI. SIGNIFICANCE

Local landmark designation: Yes _ No X Date of designation: Not Applicable
Designating authority: Not Applicable
Applicable National (and State) Register Criteria:

X A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history;

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;

X C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represents a

significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see Manual)
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

Area(s) of significance: Social History Arch¡tecture
Period of significance: 1928

Levelof significance: National State _ Local-f,

37.

38.

39,

40.
4r.

42. Statement of significance: The pillars were originally inventoried as the "Road to Remembrance
Gateway'' in May 1980 by Manuel M. Weiss of the Boulder County Historical Society, as part of
the Boulder County Historical Site Survey, Boulder and Broomfield Counties (Report No.
MC.tG.R20). Weiss prepared a Colorado Historical Society lnventory Record, and evaluated the
gateway pillars as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Weiss' 1980

inventory form does not provide a narrative explanation of the site's significance in terms of
the NRHP eligibility criteria. The resource has a "field eligible" determinat¡on date of May 1,

1980.

tn the summ er ol2O2l- CDOT revisited, rerecorded and reevaluated the pillars. They are the only
extant remnants of the 1928 war memorial gateway that formerly included a small tr¡angular
park with a captured German artillery piece and flagpole. The site is historically significant
under Criterion A for its association with a widespread movement in the 1920s led by fraternal
organizations and philanthropic clubs to install public memorials to honor American soldiers
who served during the First World War. The pillars and gateway are also associated with
enthusiastic civic promotion seeking to attract and divert early motorists from the Lincoln
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Highway/US 287 to Boulder and boost the city's economy. The tall stone pillars standing on
Arapahoe Road adjacent to the Lincoln Highway were visually prominent landmarks in this
sparsely populated agricultural area, and they were immediately recognized by motorists as

forming a gateway to what must have appeared to be an important road.

Under Criterion C, the pillars are significant for their intricate, University of Colorado at Boulder
collegiate architecture-inspired design and elaborate stonework construction. They were
designed by architect Meade Walter, who does not appear to have been a prominent Colorado
architect. The Arapahoe Road pillars are also architecturally significant as part¡cularly elaborate
example of stone roadway gateways. There are other somewhat similar stone p¡llar gateways
in Colorado, such as at Lookout Mounta¡n Park near Golden.

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The physical integrity of the
Arapahoe Road pillars has been substantially diminished as a result of two intersection
improvement projects, in 1983 and 2O2L. During the 1983 project the north pillar had to be
relocated 40 feet to the north, but during the relocation effort it tipped over and broke apart.
The pillar was immediately and expertly reconstructed in the selected location 40 feet north of
its original location. Although the north pillar looks exactly like the south p¡llar, the separation
of the pillars by 40 add¡t¡onal feet was a major change by creating a much wider roadway than
the original road and greatly diminished their appearance as gateway markers.

The south pillar remains intact; however recent lz02Ll construct¡on greatly impacted the
integrity of the historic sett¡ng - a new right turn lane was built that passes behind the pillar.
Additionally, to protect the south pillar from cars, it was surrounded a raised "pork chop" traffic
island equipped with guardrail; it now appears to sit within the road and adds a new and serious
vehicular hazard.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

National Register (individual) eligibility field assessment:
Eligible X Not (lndividually)Eligible _ Need Data_
ls there National Register district potential? Yes _ No X Discuss: The only associated
historical resource is Arapahoe Road/State Highway 7 from Nine-Mile Corner (US 287
intersection) to Boulder, which is flanked at ¡ts eastern terminus/entrance by the memorial
gateway pillars. ln the late 1920s this automobile road with flanking gateway pillars was
conceived of as a war memorial honoring U.S. sacrifices in World War l, and was referred to as

the "Road of Remembrance." Over time the commemorative name of the road was forgotten.
Near the intersection with US 287, Arapahoe Road/SH 7 was widened in 1983 and even more
substantially altered ln 2O2L to further widen and improve the intersect¡on for safe vehicular
turning movements. The 1983 intersection improvement project required the relocation of the
northern pillar. The appearance and character of the highway at the location is considerably
different than when the pillars were erected in 1928. Consequently Arapahoe road was not
included as a contr¡buting associated resource.
lf there is National Register district potential, is this building:
Contributing _ Noncontributing _
lf the building is in existing National Register district, is it:
Contributing _ Noncontributing _ Not Applicable X
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IX. RECORDING INFORMATION

Photogra ph n u m bers : 5 81.432-1 through SBL,432-24

Negatives or d¡gital photo files filed at: Colorado Dept. of Transportat¡on, Region 4, Greeley

Report title: Post-Project State Register Act Eligibility and Effect Determinations for
lmprovements to the U.S. Highway 287 and State Highway 7/Arapahoe Road lntersection in

Boulder County.
Date(s): October 7,2021
Recorder(s): Jason Marmor, CDOT Region 4 Senior Historian
Organization: Colorado Department ofTransportation
Address: 10601West 10th Street, Greeley, CO 80634
Phone number(s): (9701 219-9155
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Location of the Arapahoe Road gateway pillars (581.432), shown on a port¡on of the U.S. Geological

Survey 7.5' Erie, Colorado topographic quadrangle map
(L967; revised L97Ll.

Arapahoe Road gateway pillars

581.432
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Arapahoe Road

South Pillar

Sketch map of the Arapahoe Road.gateway pillars (581.432), prior to the 2O2L intersectlon
improvement project.
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Arapahoe Road gateway pillars, showing their locations and sett¡ng prior to the 202L intersection
project. View looking northwest with south pillar in foreground.
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Arapahoe Road gateway pillars (581.432), looking west- northwest.

Arapahoe Road gateway pillars (581.432), looking northwest.
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58L.432, northern gateway pillar on Arapahoe Road/SH 7, looking northeast

581.432, northern gateway pillar, looking north.
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58L.432, northern gateway pillar, looking west.
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581.432, northern gateway pillar, looking west-northwest.
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58L.432, south side of northern gateway pillar, looking north and showing the ashlar stonework and tall,
narrow window panels that are now sealed with wood.
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581.432, door on southern face of northern gateway pillar, looking northeast.
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581.432, northern gateway pillar, looking west-southwest.

581.432, northern gateway pillar, looking east-northeast.
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58L.432, wall end pier topped by concrete decorative element, north pillar, looking north

58L.432, wall and end pier on east side of north pillar, looking northwest
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581.432, northern pillar, looking west, with wall end p¡er topped by concrete decorative element.
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581.432, northern gateway pillar, looking northwest.
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581.432, southern gateway pillar, looking east-southeast.
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58L.432, southe rn gateway pi I la r, loo ki ng ea st-no rtheast.

58L.432, southern pillar, looking east.
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581.432, wooden door on north side of southern pillar, looking southeast.
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58L.432, northern gateway pi I la r, loo ki ng north

581.432, close-up of cornerstone at base of southern pillar.
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581.432, west s¡de of southern pillar, looking southeast.

581.432, support wall with decorative end pier of southern pillar, looking northwest.
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581.432, southern pillar, west side pier with decorative cast concrete element, looking NNE.
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581.432, decorative cast concrete element placed on top of end pier of southern gateway pillar,
looking south.



NINE MILE CORNER MONUMENT

Two pillars stand on Arapahoe Road at its intersection with US 287 in Boulder County.
Few know that the pillars are a memorial to those who served in WWI. Fewer still know that they
were built as an entrance to Boulder, or why the 'oentrance" was built miles from the city limits.

The Lincoln Highwav

The early part of the 20th century saw the rapid expansion of automobile ownership
throughout the United States. With this growth came increasing demand for better roads.

In 1913, the Lincoln Highway
Association was formed to promote creation
of a hard-surfaced road from New York to
San Francisco. While the primary route laid
out by the Association's Proclamation ran
west from Omaha to Cheyenne, after furious
lobbying from Colorado,r it also designated a
Colorado loop heading southwest from Big
Springs, Nebraska, to Denver, and then north
through Longmont, Loveland, and Fort
Collins, and back to Cheyenne.2

However, no "highway" existed over
much of the route. To fill the void in Boulder
County, local enthusiasts designated a series
of unpaved county roads between Lafayette
and Longmont to be the "Lincoln Highway."
This route started on the north edge of
Lafayette, and proceeded north on lllth
Street from its intersection with Baseline
Road. After detouring around a reservoir, the
route turned west on Isabelle Road, and then
jogged west and north on country roads to
Lookout Road, where it turned west to join
107ú Street and then north to Longmont.3

In 1915, over bitter opposition from
Colorado interests, the Association removed
the Colorado Loop from the designated
route.a Thereafter, its road guides simply
noted a possible "detour" from Cheyenne to
Denver along the western leg of the former
Loop.s Boosters in Colorado ignored this
change,6 and for decades locals continued to
refer to the route north from Denver to
Cheyenne as the Lincoln Highway.T
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The creation of the Lincoln Highway coincided with another significant event in Colorado.
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been a significant industry in the West, with thousands of tourists arriving fiom the Midwest and

East by tlail. Ruatl trips suun began to oveftakc rail travel as visitors bcgan to cnjoy thc mobility
and freedom afforded by the automobile. By the 1920s, summer travel to Denver and north on the

Lincoln Highway to Estes Park was flourishing - and lucrative for merchants along the route.

The Good Roads Movement and The Road of Remembrauee

One group watching the development of the Lincoln Highway were the businessmen and

civic leaders in Boulder. Though it was the county seat and by farthe largest town in the county,

Boulder lay ten miles west of the Lincoln Highway, with poor access to the growing commercial

traffic along that tourist pathway.

Boulder's connection to the Highway was Arapahoe Road, which intersected with the

T.ineoln Highway at the so-called Ten Mile Corner. Also known as the Valley Road, Arapahoe

was an unpaved county road running across the plains into the city.

Ten Mile Cornere

In 1919, the Boulder Rotary Club created a "Good Roads Committee" to work on the issue

of improving the roads in the area.10 Working with the local Commercial Associations in Boulder

an<i Longmont, they propose<i an ambitious program to improve the County roarJs, includirrg
paving the entire length of the Lincoln Highway in the County, and Arapahoe Road from Ten Mile
Corner to the city.ll

At the same time, another roads-related movement was gaining momentum around the

country. In early 1919, shortly after the end of WWI, the American Forestry Association began

promoting the icl-ea of building "roads of remembrance" to o'create one vast chain of Memorial

Drives that will make the country easy to see and at the same time the most famous touring country
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in the world."l2 Editorial writers around the country took up the cause,l3 and soon plans for roads
of remembrance were announced around America.la

One group that quickly warmed to the road of remembrance concept was the American
Legion. Organized in 1919, the Legion's membership at that time was limited to those who served
honorablybetweenApril 6, I9l7,andNovember 1I, 1918.rs Inlgzl,theCommanderof the
American Legion issued a ringing call to all state departments, urging them to push memorial tree
planting everywhere. Shortly thereafter, he died in an auto accident, and soon embryonic Legion
posts across the country began announcing plans to help fulfill his dream.l6

Another development in 1919 was the appointment of Edward B. Hill, a player in local
Republican politics, as Boulder County Commissioner for District 1.17 Roads in unincorporated
Boulder County were controlled by the Commissioners. Under the then-existing structure, the
primary duty of a county commissioner was to maintain the roads in his district. The City of
Boulder, Arapahoe Road and the Lincoln Highway south of Longmont were in District 1, under
Hill's jurisdiction.

Before long, news of the road of remembrance movement reached Boulder County.l8 In
January I923,the Boulder Commercial Association, a variety of the Boulder service clubs and the
Boulder County Commissioners began working on the development of a "Road of Remembrance"
on Arapahoe Road from Boulder to Ten Mile Corner, dedicated to the soldiers from the County
who fought in W-WI. Inspired by Commissioner Hill,re the preliminary plan included construction
of an arch or monument at Ten Mile Corner, along with planting trees and possibly lights on both
sides of the road.2o Money for the arch would be raised by public subscription,2r andmost other
organizations in Boulder endorsed the plan.22

Among the first Legion posts organized in Colorado was Boulder Post 10. The newly
minted Post l0 quickly took up sponsorship of Hill's 'oRoad of Remembtance."23 By 1923, the
outlines of a plan for a "Road of Remembrance" to connect with the Lincoln Highway had the full-
throated support of both Boulder's business community and civic organizations. However,
politics, money and just plain stubbonness caused five years to pass before any element of the
"Road of Remembranceoo could be completed.

Relocation of the Lincoln Hishwav

Though the Lincoln Highway was a burgeoning tourist thoroughfare in the summer, it was
also the main north-south road in Boulder County and from northern Colorado to Denver. With
the increase in travel and the higher speeds of newer cars, the dangers of the Highway's zig-zag
route from Ten Mile Corner to the beginning of the pavement south of Longmont became apparent.
Four tums, including one named 'oDead Manos Curve," made this stretch not only dangerous to
tourists, but also ahazard to local residents.2a

In November 1923, about nine months after the ooRoad of Remembrance" project was
announced, the Boulder County Commissioners passed a resolution intended to eliminate these
dangers by constructing a new, straight six-mile stretch of north-south highway. The new road
would be built roughly three-fourths of a mile west of 111ú Street, from Baseline Road west of
Lafayette to Six Mile Comer (the intersection of 107ú Street and Mineral Road) south of



Longmont. However, the proposed new highway did not follow existing roads, and would require
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Commissioner Hill championed the relocation of the Lincoln Highway, and by Decçmber

alnounced that the plan was about to be approved by the State. He highlighted the dangers of the

existing route, and emphasizedthatthis plan would eliminate the dangers presented by the several

sharp curves on that stretch of the Highway. A newspaper report of Hill's remarks added:

lVIr. Hill stated that the owners of the farms through which the road must be

built have expressed a willingness to grant a right-of-way and are anxious that the

highway go over the proposed route. They show no inclination to try to prevent it
and most of them have stated that they want no remuneration for the land but only
ask that their places be left in as good a condition as they were before the road went
through and that the expense of any building or fencing moving necessary be borne

by the state and county.26

Hill's optimism was either overstated or nearsighted. The plan was supported by many

Boulder residents, who were keen on moving this major thoroughfare incrementally closer to

Boulder. But the proposal met with significant resistance from a variety of quarters elsewhere in
the County. Some farmers, led by Joseph Oscar Vaughn (J.O.V.) Wise, vigorously protested.

They maintained that the new road would ruin their farms and that the expense would be

ptohibiti r". The opponents argued that the old route was adequate, and no changes were needed.27

After weeks of debate, the relocation project was put aside. However, it was revived in
1925 when State officials indicated that state funding for paving the Lafayette-Longmont

connection would not be considered until the question was settled'28

Opponents again organized to block the relocation plan. In June 1925, the Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce voted to protest the change, going so far as to call for court action seeking

an injunction against the county commissioners if the project proceeded.2e

Leaders of the Longmont Chamber of Commerce had attended the Lafayette meeting,3o

and also announced that it vigorously protested the proposed change.3l And within a few days, a

spat erupted with the Boulder Chamber. The ostensible flashpoint was the Boulder Chamber's

distribution of 40,000 tourist folders with a map showing the natural wonders in the area. The

Longmonters protested: "The aged or infirmed, without the aid of a powerful finding glass, could
not possibly locate Longmont on the map used by Boulder

The Longmont Chamber also saw other sinister moves afoot when Hill and the Boulder

Chamber's "Boulder Good Roads Committee" met privately with the State Highway

Commissioners in Denver. This meeting, the Longmonters argued, came on the heels of the prior
summer when o'Longmont and Northern Colorado was completely isolated to tourist travel with
the lack of proper .oãd i-provement on detours, until the tourist season was all over." 33

In late June it was announced that the Commissioners would meet with the resident state

engineer, O.R. Douglas, to go over the proposed route for the relocated Lincoln Highway, and

later explain the exact route to the affected farmers. While the other Commissioners remained

silent, Hill reiterated his support for the plan.3a
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Despite these developments, Hill continued promoting the project and working to obtain
the necessary right of way.35 In early July 1925, he announced that he had spent the day with
Douglas, going over the proposed right-of-way for the new route. Both men indicated that the
owners of the land on the south end of the route had already signed up, but that opposition
continued from farmers to the north. Hill indicated that he was continuing his efforts to secure the
needed righfof-way, and expressed confidence that everything would be wrapped up by
September of that year.36

However, led by'Wise, four farmers who controlled about 20Yo of theroute refused to sell.37
According to some reports, the other two county commissioners were not in favor of buying the
new right-oÊway, but instead favored rebuilding the Highway along its existing route. Hill was
undaunted, and told the recalcitrant farmers that if they did not agree, he would institute
condemnation proceedings. 3 8

Presumably because of the internal battles in Boulder County, the State stepped in. In
September, the State Highway Engineer announced that the new paved Lincoln Highway would
follow the route championed by Hill.3e On October 2,l925,the Colorado Attorney General, acting
on behalf the Colorado Highway Commission, filed a condemnation action against the obstinate
landowners in Boulder District Court.a0

A month later in November 1925, the Boulder County Commissioners announced that if
the condemnation was approved, Arapahoe Road would be paved from its intersection with the
new highway to the City of Boulder.al This project, if completed, would provide the first paved
connection between Boulder and Denver.

On December23, 1925, ajury awarded the farmers slightly more than $11,000 forthe
condemned land.a2 úritially, the County was hesitant to accept the verdict, and contemplated
pursing an alternative route.a3 However, the parties soon resolved their differences and the
condemnation award was confirmed.aa

Plannine Boulder's Road of Remembrance

The fight over relocation of the Lincoln Highway put the plans for the "Road of
Remembrance" along Arapahoe Road to Boulder on the back burner. The Legion had created a
fund for the project in about 1924,4s but no work had started.

While the Lincoln Highway fight raged, discussions continued about the potential Road.
The original concept for the was ambitious. It called for the planting of over 1000 trees to line
Arapahoe Road from Ten Mile Corner on the Lincoln Highway to Boulder. At every crossroads,
grass and flowers would be planted forming miniature garden spots. At various other points,
grassy parkways would be created. Several small lakes adjacent to the road would be incorporated
into small parks with trees, benches, playgrounds, and row boats. Irrigation ditches would be
constructed to maintain the plants. Adjacent farmers would be urged to construct attractive fences
and maintain adjoining fields. a6

At Ten Mile Corner, boosters continued to push for the creation of the oobig arch" to entice
tourists to turn toward Boulder.aT The Boulder Lions Club soon took over that part of the project,
and began to raise money to fund the arch's construction.
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But the Legion soon added another element to the planning. In 7922, the parent American
T oainn Lo-qn nrrshino f-nnoresc fn releece snrne nf the neetlv ))OO artillerv nieces hrolroht hack_-__ --___^J _J r__ _ __ __ _ _-Þ

as "souvenirs" by American forces returning from WWI. Local Legion posts were encouraged to

lobby Congress for euch trophies.as Shipment of the trophy guns began in the sunìmer of 1925,4e

with Boulder's Post 10 had receiving four captured artillery pieces.50

The relocation of the Lincoln Highway and the arrival of the war trophies opened new

possibilities for the entrance way to Boulder on Arapahoe Road. Since the relocated stretch of
Lincoln llighway was being built on an entirely new roadbed west of the old Highway, the new

intersection would be "built from scratch." No longer constrained by the limitations at the existing
Ten Mile Corner, Hill, Douglas, and other enthusiasts began to plan a more eye-catching entrance

at a spot that came to be known - for no particular cartographic reason - as "Nine Mile Corner."5l

Nine Míle Corner s2

After the condemnation action was completed, the State and County in early l926began
to disclose details for the design of the new Lincoln Highway. Douglas, the state's resident

engineer, was acutely aware of Boulder's plan for Arapahoe Road.53 Accordingly, its intersection

with the relocated Lincoln Highway was designated to be "where the Legion Road of
Remembrance will start its way west into Boulder." The State resident engineer went on to state:

The end of Arapahoe road at this point will be spread into a wye with one arrn

curving north and the other curving souih. The north and south road, however, will
continue in a direct line, leaving a triangular park at the intersection. Here,

according to tentative plans of the local Lions club and the American Legion, a

memorial arch will be erected and captured German field pieces stationed.sa

While the patriotic symbolism of this design was unmistakable, supporters pointed out

another advantage:
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The psychology back of the plan is that the casual motorist traveling the
main highway will be instinctively attracted by the beautiful entrance to the road
and that large numbers who would otherwise miss Boulder will tum their machine
into the improved highway and follow it to the ciry.ss

The enhanced connection to the Lincoln Highway tvas an increasingly important objective
for the Boulder business community. In the mid-1920s, a push was underway for the federal
government to identiff routes along established roads across the country, and mark them with
standardized number designations. The cachet from such official designations was expected to be
boon to towns and cities on those routes.56

These designations were under discussion in 1925 and 1926, including a plan to designate
a transcontinental route from El Paso to the Canadian border. This proposed route incorporated
the north-south portion of the Lincoln Highway from Denver to the Wyoming border. Enthusiasts
predicted that the new highway would attract millions of tourists each year to Colorado and
'Wyoming.sT

Local leaders were thrilled by these developments. Boulder County Commissioner Guy
Miller described the new stretch of highway as 'opart of an interstate road planned by the federal
govemment ... [which] has been chancterized as the most stupendous road building program now
occupying the attention of federal road builders."s8

These few miles of road in eastem Boulder County were now, at least to local enthusiasts,
part of both the legendary east-west Lincoln Highway and the soon-to-be-created north-south
intercontinental federal highway. The push intensified to build the relocated Highway with an
"instinctively athactive" entrance - a Gateway - to Boulder, in order to tap into the potential
revenue from the increasing numbers of tourists northbound from Denver to Estes Park.

But yet another political dustup interfered. In early 1926, a battle between the Governor
and the state highway department indefinitely tied up funding for. road projects, including the
relocation of the Lincoln Highway and the paving of Arapahoe Road.se Boulder's dreams of a
grand entrance beckoning to tourists traveling north once again were on hold.

The Battle at Ten Mile Corner

The political wrangling in Denver could not have come at a worse time for the folks from
Boulder. In January I926,Hill trumpeted statistics indicating that nearly a half million autos had
used the Lincoln Highway from June-September 1925, smashing previous records. Equally
important for Boulder, approximately one-fourth of all of the annual traffic on the Lincoln
Highway tumed west on to Arapahoe Road toward the City.60 With a pot of gold beckoning,
Longmont and Boulder stepped up their competition. The focal point of the rivalry was Ten Mile
Comer, the existing intersection of Arapahoe Road and the original Lincoln Highway.

The opening salvo was fired when the Boulder American Legion erected alarge road sign
near Ten Mile Corner. Precisely why the Legion was involved in the tourism business is unclear.
Regardless, apparently dissatisfied with the results, the Legion next hung a banner across the
Lincoln Highway reading 'oBoulder - Estes Park," adorned with a large finger pointing west on
Arapahoe Road.6l
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Heat was added to the competition when a small hut was erected at a cost of $100 on the
ea.st side of the Lincoln Highway at Ten Mile Corner.62 A large sign on the hut identified it as an

infotmation bureau and distribution station for road guides.63 [t was manned by "a rather genial

hut flr¡ent talkey'' named David Fairchild, a Legionnaire who sought to persuade tourists to turn
west on Arapahoe for Boulder.6a According to multiple reports, Fairchild disparaged Longmont
and points north, and promoted Boulder as the only town north of Denver worth seeing.65

In response, the Longmont Chamber of Commerce publicizedthat it had prepared a l0' x
40' road map showing the distances to all points of interest to be erected at Ten Mile Corner. The

Longmont Chamber further boasted that it had acquired 100 new metal road signs to be erected at

every crossroad north of Denver. Once erected, the Chamber crowed, no one will ever again have

to ask, ooWhere is Longmont?"66

Apparently, Longmont's crowing was an empty threat, and the signs never existed.6T

However, on the evening of July 16,1926, the "Boulder information bureau" hut was destroyed

by fire. A debate raged over the cause, with the parties variously blaming men from Longmont
and Boulder.ó8 One theory was that ooit was an overabundance of Boulder 'hot air' which caused

the conflagration."6e In any event, the hut was rebuilt by the Boulder American Legion, and

Fairchild resumed his post.70

Though hard feelings continued for some time,Tr the Battle of Ten Mile Corner soon faded

from view, as the completion of work on the new stretch of the Lincoln Highway moved the traffic
west. Yet the energy directed at attracting tourists to Boulder from Ten Mile Corner, particularly
by the Legion which was leading the "Road of Remembrance" project, corroborates the conclusion
that patriotism was not the sole motive for the Boulder activists.

Construction of Nine Mile Corner

Before construction on the Gateway could begin, the parties waited for the intersection
with the new highway to be completed. After a year of infighting, the State finally approved the

budget including the construction of the relocated Lincoln Highway.T2 Fiftypercent of the funding
for the new highway was provided by the federal government as part of Federal Aid Project Nos.
251B and28I D.73

The first order of business was acquisition of the land for the project. The four farmers

who fought the highway had the rights of way on their land transferred to the State Highway
Department.Ta With that accomplished, the remaining farmers who earlier had agreed to sell

transferred their portions of the right-of-way to Boulder County.

As part of that acquisition, the County acquired additional land to accommodate the "arcs"
(aka the north and south tum lanes) for the "wye" forming the Gateway envisioned by Hill and

Douglas at Nine Mile Corner. Because Arapahoe Road straddles the boundary line between

Sections 27 and34,two separate acquisitions were required. The southern half of the land required

for the Gateway was part of the site of the Frank Prince Reservoir, and was acquired by the County
from the Schofield Farms in April 1926.7s The northern half of the land for the Gateway was
purchased by the County from a farmer named Morris Spishakoff a month later in late May 1926.76
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Grading for the new highway began in 1926 and was completed in 1927.77 Paving at the
intersection was completed in September 1927,78 and Nine Mile Comer was ready for construction
of the Gateway.

Buildins the Monument

While work proceeded on the Highway, planning continued for the Gateway. Douglas had
formally submitted his plan for roadway for the new Lincoln Highway in early March 1926. HilI
triumphantly reported that this design included the "wye" at Nine Mile Corner, to be built with
both state and federal funds.7e

As the plan for the Gateway evolved, the idea of a "big arch" was abandoned in favor of a
somewhat different design:

The junction point will form the key to the whole beautification plan.
Instead of a sharp right angle, enough land will be purchased to allow construction
of sweeping curves from both north and south, thus making the turn easier to
negotiate. The hiangle which will be formed between these two arcs and the main
highway will be made into a park and seeded with grass, shrubbery and flowers.
Where the two arcs meet a stone gateway somewhat similar to that which guards
the entrance to the Denver Mountain Parks above Golden will be erected. This
particular phase of the project will be financed by the Lions Club of Boulder. 80

Thus, the Gateway at the east end of the proposed "Road of Remembrance" would have
two components: (a) a small park on the triangular tract formed by the roadways, and (b) a stone
gateway at the apex of the two arcs financed by the Lions Club. The press reported that the "plan
has been officially endorsed by most of the organizations in Boulder and it is expected that each
will contribute to the frnancial outlay necessary to place it in effect."sl

Lookout Mountain Park

For their part, the Lions Club wanted its stone
structure to "mark the new route" opened by the relocated
Lincoln Highway,s2 as well as be a 'osuitable memorial in
honor of those who served our country in the great World
War."83 Loosely patterned after the pillars at the entrance to
Lookout Mountain Park near Golden, the Monument would
consist of two pillars flanking the roadway.

Plans for the Monument were drawn by Meade W'alter, an architect and Lions Club
member, whose son had served in the War.8a The planned Monument would be built of flagstone,
and 'odesigned something like the walls and alcoves of the new University buildings."8s A three-
man coilrmittee of Boulder Lions composed of Frank Henderson, Charles Cleveland and former
Boulder Mayor James Brillig spearheaded the project.s6

Precise original locations of the Monument pillars are presently unknown. However, the
pillars as originally constructed flanked Arapahoe Road, which straddles the line between Sections
27 and 34. Accordingly, it is likely that the north pillar was originally constructed in Section 27
on land acquired by the County from Spishakoff. Similarly, it appears probable that the south
pillar was built in Section 34 on land acquired by the County from Schofield Farms.
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The groundbreaking and laying of the comerstone for the Monument occurred on April 18,

1928" Approximately 200 offisials and citizens gathered at Nine Mile Comer for the occasion.

Joining Lions Club offi<;ials was Commissioner Hill, the godparent of the project. Mernbers of the
Legion and Legion Auxiliary, ancl representatives of the City of Rnulder and the Roulder puhlic
schools attended. As part of the ceremony, a small metal box containing documents and mementos

was placed by the Lions Club in a notch in the cornerstone.8T No mention was made in the press

reports of any attendees from Longmont or Lafayette.

Construction of the Monument took two months, with the stonework laid by Lee Roy
Watson, a mason who also built some of the structures at St. Malo in western Boulder County.88

The Monument was dedicated on
June 17, 1928, in a ceremony attended by
more than 1,000 people, with music by the
Boulder City Band and speeches from
numerous dignitaries. The Dedication was

described as'oa beginning of the program that
Boulder has adopted thru the Legion, of
making Arapahoe road from the city limits to
Nine Mile Corner, a Road of Remembrance."
During the ceremonies Cleveland, on behalf
of the Lions, ooformally presented the
Gateway to the Legion." City of Boulder
Mayor, L.W. Cumberford, also "accepted the
gateway in behalf of the city.'u8e

Dcd.ication .htnc 17. 1928

The Gatewav Park

While work was proceeding on the Monument, preparations were underway for
construction of the second phase of the Gateway project, the triangular park immediately east of
the Monument. By 1927, the Legion had raised over $1000 for the project. e0 On December 30,

1927,Boulder County leased the ground for the park to the trustees for Boulder Post 10 for 99

years with rental payments of $5.00 per year. The tract was described as ooformed by the
intersection of Federal Aid Project Road No. 251 B and Federal Aid Project Road No. 281D.-el

A year after the Monument was completed, Boulder Post 10 built the park in the middle of
the "wye" created by Douglas' design. The Legion's plan for the park centered on the captured
artillery pieces received from United States government. Initially, it was unclear whether more

than one of the guns would be placed in the park.ez

On May 19, 1929, twenty-five Legion members bolted a single 100 mm captured German
cannone3 to a concrete base in the leased triangular tract of land.ea The Legion also erected a

donated 48'flagpole, and arranged for a nearby neighbor raise and lower the American flag each

day. The following week, they graveled the area.es Trees and shrubs were planted in the triangular
plot, which was surrounded by barriers comprised of low posts and cables. The shoulder of the
rnqrlu¡ewq nf the ârcq crìmnrisino fhe tt\ /ve" were slrfficientlv wide to nermit narkins for those"^-"-".'.r^'"...Þ-.^-.'J-''-^---.'.^-.-.^-^Jr-....--I-.-._-..9

accessing the park and the Monument.
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Gateway, date unlvtown e6

The Decline of the Road of Remembrance

Despite the noble sentiments espoused by the sponsors of the Gateway, the commercial
competition between the various cities on the Lincoln Highway shifted from Ten Mile Corner to
the new entrance to Boulder. Before the first shovel of dirt was turned for the Monument,
Spishakoff, who had just sold land to the County for the north "arc" of the Gateway, began leasing
land on his adjacent property near the intersection to out-of-state interests for the erection of
"hideous and huge billboards." Though the Boulder Lions protested, the County Commissioners
admitted that they were helpless to stop the activity.eT

Yet the folks from Boulder were hardly immune to commercialization at Nine Mile Corner.
A primary motivation for the "beautiflrcation" of Nine Mile Corner was to entice tourists to turn
west toward Boulder. Before the Monument was even built, plans were announced by the Boulder
Chamber of Commerce in the spring of 1928 to erect their own 10' x 40' billboards at the
intersection to direct tourists to Boulder. Other cities along the route threatened to do the same.e8

While it is unclear whether these billboards were ever built, Nine Mile Corner became home to
numerous billboards.

Nine Mile Corner, date unknownee
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Later, to ensure that travelers did not miss the opportunity, three Boulder service clubs

erectecl, aLarge sign at tlre intersection unmistakablr, directing them to the cit-v.

Nine Mile Corner, date unknowntoÙ

Much to the displeasure of the Boulder sponsors, commercialization of Nine Mile Corner
continued. In 1928, Spishakoff sold a small parcel abutting the Lincoln Highway on the entrance

to the northern arc to developers,lOl and a gas station and lunch stand operated by Lennie Herring
were soon erected at that spot.lO2 The Boulder Lions Club protested, contending that'oit detracts

much from the appearance of the beautiful gateway that they have erecte¿.:r 103

Nine Mile Corner, date unløown loa

With completion of the Gateway Park, the energy for the 'oRoad of Remembrance" project

among the various service clubs began to falter. The 1000 trees were never planted, though during
the summer of 1928, Legion members planted hollyhock and poppy seed near streams and

irrigation ditches near Arapahoe Road.l05

Boulder County's interest in the Road of Remembrance likewise began to wane. At the

insistence of the United States Bureau of Roads, the state highway department had announced in
^-a-1-,,- 
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the County, as well as Arapahoe Road to Boulder.l06 1¡. latter in fact was designated as part of
Colorado State Highway 7, running from Estes Park to Lafayette.l07

Thought the plaque on the north pillar stated that it was the ooRoad of Remembrance
Gateway," the Road remained merely a dream. Apart from the Monument and adjacent park, none
of the proposed amenities for the Road were ever constructed. Nor has Arapahoe Road ever been
known as the ooRoad of Remembrance." While the onset of the Depression and attendant decline
in tourism likely were contributing factors, Post 10's and Boulder's conceft of creating a grand
boulevard into the city never materialized.

Lesion Park

While nevsr directly associated with the ooRoad of Remembrance," Post 10 and the County
also collaborated on another memorial project on Arapahoe Road east of the city. In 1917, long
before the "Road of Remembrance" project was conceived, a local Boulder businessman, John
Howard Empson, deeded 26 acres to Boulder County, including Goodview Hill on the north side
of Arapahoe Road overlooking the Boulder Valley.r0s In 1931, Boulder County commissioners
requested the construction of a new scenic road to the top of Goodview Hill to provide a vantage
point from which visitors will get an "unparalleled panoramic view."lOe

At that point, Post l0 proposed leasing the property "for the purpose of beautiffing said
tract as a memorial to the soldier dead of the World 1ryrur.r:ll0 ln 1932, the Post's trustees signed
another lease with the County, this time for the Goodview Hill property.rrr

The new Legion Park was designed by Saco Rienk DeBoer, a noted landscape architect
from Denver. The design for the memorial called for 2' high rock wall, 382 feet long, and 100
feet wide with flagtrloles located at each end. Two more of the captured artillery pieces would be
installed on platforms near the flagpoles. Notably, two elaborate entrance gateways were planned
for the entrance road off Arapahoe Road. r12

ln January 1934, a crew from the Civilian Conservation Corps began construction. The
memorial park with the commemorative cannons was completed, but the entrance gateways were
never constructed. Legion Park was dedicated in late June 1934, and maintenance responsibilities
were turned over to Legion Post 10. However, alater study concluded: 'olt is unclear what work,
if any, occurred on the property after the American Legion signed the lease since the country was
fast approaching the lowest point of the Great Depression." ll3

The \ilitherine of the Gatewav

Though the Road of Remembrance faded away, the Gateway remained a notable landmark
in east Boulder County. For over two decades, the route east on Arapahoe Road and then south
on the highway ll4 was the primary access between Boulder and Denver. Boulder residents
routinely passed between the Monument's pillars on their way to and from the capital city.

While no records have been located conceming any maintenance on the Monument during
the 1930s or 1940s, it was not forgotten by folks from Boulder. For example, the monument often
was adorned with decorations during the Holiday season.lls In 1942, the Boulder Chamber of
Commerce purchased a new flag for the park, and arranged for Herring to care for it.l16
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During WWII, the Monument's
patriotic heritage became more prominent.
The pillars were used to promote the sale of
war bonds, and rlisplay other patriotic
materials to passers-by. When the County
was awarded a flag in recognition of its great

response to the Second'War Bond Drive, the
Govemor suggested that rather than be
displayed on Flagstaff Mountain, it fly at

Nine Mile Corner due to the proximity to
Longmont, Lafayette, Louisville, and

Boulder.llT Nine Míle Corner circa 1944 It$

When WWII ended, Boulder's focus began to tum away from Nine Mile Corner. In
January Ig52,afourlane toll road known as the Denver-BoulderTumpike opened, connecting the

two cities with a high speed, limited access expressway unlike anything in the state. The intercity
route that began in 1928 as the Arapahoe Road - Lincoln Highway connection quickly slipped into
irrelevancy for Boulderites. Tourists headed from Denver to Estes Park likewise no longer saw

any need to pass through the Gateway to Boulder. The Gateway was no longer a"gateway," but
simply a relic of an earlier time.

Along with the Turnpike, the post-war population explosion in Boulder County began to
impact the Gateway. In the mid-1960s, construction began on the Stonehenge subdivision in
unincorporated Boulder County on SpishakofPs former land immediately northwest of the

Monument.lle It was soon followed by Arapahoe Ridge, an even larger development on the

northeast corner of the intersection that was annexed by the Town of Erie. On the south and west,

annexations by Lafayette led to developments that crept closer and closer to Nine Mile Comer.

Though it remained in the unincorporated County, the Gateway no longer was out on the prairie,
miles from any town.

During this time, the park at the Gateway was falling into disrepair. No record has been

located suggesting that Post 10 undertook any maintenance or repair at Nine Mile Corner. Jim
Hutchison, aLafayette historian, observed that over time the cannon and flagpole were oohammered

into semiruin by cars of miscalculating motorists."l20

On February 19, 1972, a speeding car
struck and badly damaged the cannon. The
Legion indicated that the gun would be
placed on it axles at the Legion Home in
Boulder as soon as the Post obtained
equipment to move it. State highway
offrcials indicated that they once wanted the
gun removed, but now relocation would not
be required until CO 7 (Arapahoe Road) was
improved in another six to eight years.l22

Apparently, the gun 'was removed at that
time, but the concrete platform remained.

Cannon at Gateway Park, February 19, 1972 r21
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At the same time, Legion Park was falling into significant disrepair. In early 1976, due to
the county's concern of the ability of Post l0 to properly maintain the park, Boulder County Parks
and Open Space Department took control of the park's maintenance, though the Legion continued
its sponsorship of the memorial. Toward that end, the County signed a Memorandum of
Agreement with the Legion re-executing their March T,1933lease, and outlining that the County
would take responsibility for the care of the park.r23

Nothing in that document mentioned the Monument at Nine Mile Corner. Nor has any
legal instrument regarding control of the Monument, similar to the leases for the two parks, been
located. Likewise, no record has been found reflecting any maintenance of the Monument by the
County, the State, the Legion, or any other party from 1928 until 1983.

In May 1980, the Monument was part of a Colorado Cultural Resource Survey prepared
by the Boulder County Historical Society. The Monument's owner was listed as "The Lions Club
of Boulder." The Survey indicated that the Monument was on its original site, had not been altered
and was in good condition, though the stone "may need to be repointed in the near future.rl24 7¡"
Monument was not shown as having any architectural significance, but was listed as having
historical signifîcance as 'oassociated with signifîcant events or paffems."l2s Accordingly, the
Monument was considered "field eligible" to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
though no official determination has been made by the State Historic Preservation Office.l26

The Widenine of Arapahoe Road in 1983

When the Gateway park was completed inl929,Boulder County's population was roughly
32,000. By 1980, the number of residents had grown to nearly 190,000, nearly a six-fold increase.
Though Nine Mile Corner had ceased to be part of the main thoroughfare between Boulder and
Denver, it was used as a local artery by the increasing numbers of suburbanites in the East County.
The time for "modernizing" the intersection had come.

As reflected above (see map, p. 6), Arapahoe Road east ofthe new Lincoln Highway veered
slightly northward to avoid the Prince Reservoir. When he designed the "wye,o'Douglas oriented
the northern arc to align with the continuation of Arapahoe Road east of Nine Mile Corner.

Aerial view of Nine Mile Corner in 1949 t27

In the early 1980s, a decision was made to change the configuration of the intersection,
inter ølia, by shifting Arapahoe Road on the east side of the intersection to the south to more



directly align with Arapahoe Road (CO 7) on the west side, and widening Arapahoe Road west of
the intersection. The project was identified by CDOT as Proiect No. FC-HES 007-2. In
preparation for that project, the Town of Erie exccutcd a Warranty Deed in February 1983

transferring to the State several small parcels to comprise part of the expanded right of way for
Arapahoe Road on the west side of US 2g7.rzt Additional land for the right of way was acquired

by the State from other landowners.l2e

As part of the project, the Gateway was substantially modified by (a) removing and paving
over the remaining vestiges of the triangular park, and (b) moving the north pillar of the Monument
further north to allow for the widening of Arapahoe Road.l30 No record has been located reflecting
the deliberations underlying that decision. Research indicates that a study (not yet located) was

prepared for the project by the Colorado Department of Highways entitled 'oProject Fc-Hes 007-

21r;, S.H. 7 and U.S. 287; Cultural Resource Report for Historical Resources,"l3l which
presumably discusses those issues.

Flatiron Paving Company was hired by the State to perform the work on Arapahoe Road

in 1983. During that construction work, the remnants of the Gateway park were demolished by
Flatiron to make way for the widened road. With regard to the Monument, Flatiron in April 1983

subcontracted with Whitlock House Moving of Louisville to move the north pillar 40 feet further
north. r32

Prior to moving the Monument, a "methods statement" reportedly was submitted to the

state highway department and the State Historcial Society, though that document has not been

located. According to James Combs from the state highway department, the plan involved digging
into the sides of the north pillar, jaoking it up, putting steel beams beneath it, aud then sliding it to
the new location. 133

A witness described what
occurred when Whitlock attempted to
move the pillar: "This old, wet sandy
soil just gave way. It took about l0
minutes for it to fall over. It leaned
over a little at a time, and the bank
was caving in. Then when it hit, it
crumbled to pieces. [t's too bad." r35

Flatiron agreed to rebuild the
Monument, with a spokesman
commenting: "We've got to construct
the monument back to what it
originally looked like. It's hard to tell
at this point what the cost'll be. I
guess if it wasn't a historical
monument we could get by a lot
cheaper.'o 136

't
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North Pillar, April 1983 t3a
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The reconstruction plan involved cleaning the unbroken flagstone, and replacing the
broken stones with flagstone of matching color. Since Walter's original written plans were not
available, the rebuilt pillar was modelled after the still-standing south pillar, using similar
techniques as the original. 137

Flatiron Paving hired Del's Masonry
of Longmont to rebuild the pillar. Del's
assigned Lorri and Roy Martinez to do the
work. The new pillar was rebuilt
approximately 40'north ofthe location ofthe
original north pillar. The Martinezes
completed the work in the summer 1983,
using about 80% of the original stones.l3s
The restoration work took several weeks, and
cost roughly $20,000. r3e

Rebuilding the north pillar, July 1983 tÑ

Apart from press reports, no documentation from the 1983 project regarding the Monument
has been located. Nor has any survey data been discovered that gives the precise location of the
rebuilt north pillar. Based on the best available information, it appears that the north pillar was
rebuilt - and currently remains - on land acquired for the widening project by the State in 1983
from a private landowner.lal

After the north pillar was rebuilt, the spacing between the pillars was significantly
increased to allow for the additional traffic lanes.

I 9 I 3 Widening and Reconstruction ta

With the completion of the 1983 reconstruction ofthe intersection, the Gateway as planned
and constructed in 1.928had been largely demolished. The two sweeping arcs of the roadway
joining at the Monument were replaced by a significantly widened single ribbon of concrete. The



Pillars

park, cannon and flagpole were gone, covered over with hardscape. While it appears that the south
pillar remained in its original location. the north pillar had been destroyed and rebuilt 40' from its
original location.

Nine Mile Corner 2020

The 2021 Reconstruction of the Intersection

At this time, no documentation has been located to suggest that any significant additional
construction occurred near the Monument between 1983 and 202I. However, in202I, a new
project again impacted the remaining portions of the Monument.

The project, known as the Nine Mile Comer Development, lay on the southeast comer of
the intersection. In 2015,the Town of Erie announced a public-private partnership with Evergreen
Devco, Inc. to develop the 45-acre tract. As part of the development, it was decided to add lanes

to Arapahoe Road and reconfigure its intersection with US 287.

Those planning the new development were aware of the potential impacts of the project on

the Monument. On October 20,2015, Tyler Carlson, a principal at Devco, publicly stated that the

construction would "complement the existing historical architecture" and 'ohonor the 1928 vision
of beautifying the intersection where the historic Road of Remembrance Gateway still stands."la3

For several years, the development was delayed by litigation between Erie and Lafayette.

These disputes eventually were resolved, and Evergreen retained Galloway & Company, Inc. to
design the improvements to the intersection, including on the west side on Arapahoe Road.

According to Galloway, it "collaborated closely with" the Erie, Lafayette, the Colorado
Department of Transportation (CDOT), and Boulder County in developing its plan.laa Because

Arapahoe Road west of the intersection is a state highway, the primary jurisdiction for approval of
the design anci compietion oithe work in the vicinity oithe Monument iay with the CDOT.

18



The plan prepared by Galloway
involved adding another eastbound through
traffic lane on the west side of the
intersection. To make room for that lane, the
eastbound right turn lane was relocated, so
that it passed south of the south pillar of the
Monument.

During this construction, the south
pillar was not physically altered. Instead, it
was encircled by a raised "bump out" trafhc
island covered with hardscape, and protected
by guard rails. The north pillar of the
Monument was untouched by this project,
and remains where it was rebuilt on the north
shoulder of Arapahoe Road/CO 7 in 1983.
Both are in significant disrepair with
crumbling masonry, deteriorating concrete
ornamentation, and broken windows.

Intersectíon on August I, 2021

The Future

Development in the area is continuing, and perhaps accelerating. At this writing, Lafayette
has annexed and approved a new urban mixed-use community with473 dwelling units plus nearly
30,000 ft2 of ofñce/commercial space, which is under construction on Arapahoe Road a few
hundred feet west of the Monument.las Additional developments are in the planning stages
immediately to the south and west of the Monument.

Land Ownership 2021 ta6
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At the same time, Arapahoe Road/St¿te Highway 7 has become'oa critical east-west arterial

in the regional transportation system serving Boulder, Lafayette, Erie, unincorporated Boulder
County, and the north Dcnvcr metropolitan area."l47 With the ever-increasing population in the

area, coupled with the prospect of future development in the vicinity, it appears likely that

transportation authorities will undertake additional construction/reconfiguration of the intersection
at Nine Mile Comer within the next twenty years.

William D. Meyer
Boulder Rotary Club
Revised September 27, 2021
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Recorder.

ra2 Photo dated August 5, 1983 from the records of the Boulder County Planning Department.

ra3 Munio, Natalie, "87-ear-old-pillars devoted to WWI vets at US-287 & Arapahoe gaining new attention," Colorado
Hometown lleekly (November 10, 2015) found at https://www.coloradohometownweekly.corrl20l5lllll0/87-year-
old-pillars-devoted-to-wwi-vets-at-us-287-arapahoe-gaining-new-attention/ [accessed July 27,20211.

ta Seehltps:llgallowayus.com/projecVnine-mile-comer/ [accessed July 27,2021].

ras See Silo Subdivision Final Planned Unit Development (PUD), approved by the Lafayette City Council, October
17,2017 .

ta6 Data obtained from Boulder County Assessor's Office website found at https://www.bouldercounty.org/
departments/ assessor/ [accessed September 7, 2021].

r47'oArapahoe Road / CO State Highway 7: Planning & Environmental Linkage (PEL) Study Update," presented to
the Boulder County Open Space Board of Trustees, dated August 9,2017.
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