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Il. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. PM.: 6th Township: 3N Range: 7w
14 of NW 14 of SE 1/4 of NW 14 of Section 1"
10. UTM reference zone: 13
Easting: 473400 Northing: 4454876
USGS quad name: Lyons Scale: 1.5
Year: 1978
1. Lot(s): nfa
Addition: Year of addition:
12. Boundary description and justification:

miles northwest of the Town of Lyons. The parcel contains one stong cabin, the ruins of a stone stable and

The 1.35 acre parce! is located southeast of the intersection of US Highway 36 and Longmont Dam Road, a
of a barn. T

Metes and bounds exist: D .

proximately 3

stone foundation

lil. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21,

22,

23.

24,

Building pian (footprint, shape): Rectanguiar Plan

Other building plan descriptions: '

Dimensions in fest (length x width): Length: 14 x Width: 20

Number of stories: 1

Primary external wall material(s): stone/sandstone Other wall materials:
Roof configuration: pabled roofffront gabled roof

Other roof configurations:

Primary external roof material: asphalt roof/composition roof

Other roof materials:

Special features:

General architectural description:
The cabin is a one story, rectangular plan single dwelling that faces southwest. The cabin is constructed of

shingles over wood decking. The foundation is concrete. The centered front door entrance is framed with n

uncut stone and

wer wood and

Partially set back into the surrounding hillside. The exterior is painted white. The front gabled roof is covergEi by asphailt

solid wood panel door. One small square window opening is located on the southwest elevation. The south
partially collapsed.

Architectural style: no style
Other architectural styles:
Building type:

Landscape or special setting features:

ast stone wall has

The buildings are located in a gently sloping open area surrounded by rocky hillside on the north and east a1nd the North St.

Vrain Creek on the west, The cabin and stable are partially built into the surrounding hillside.
Agsociated buildings, features or objects:

20-Aug-04
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1. Type: stone foundation Contributing?: Contributing
Describe: The partial remains of a stone foundation are located to the southeast of the cabin and stable.
The foundation is alf that reamins of a fairly large wood bank barn that once stooﬁl on the
property. Construction date is unknown.
2: Type: collapsed structure Contributing?: Not Assesse
Describe: Located immediately to the north of the cabin is a small collapsed structure. Remains include
partial stone walls and wood. There is no indication as to the original use of this structure.
3: Type: Stables Contributing?: Contributing
Describe: The stable is a one story, rectangular plan structure that faces southwest. The stable is

constructed of uncut stone and partially set back into the surrounding hillside. The stable
features one entrance and six large window openings with sandstone lintels and sills.The

exterior is painted white. The roof has completely collapsed inside the structure.
were probably constructed around the same time as the cabin. The stables are in g
condition.

he stables

oor

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

25,

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Date of Construction: Estimate: 1880 Actual:

Source of Informatian:

Architect: unknown architect
Source of information:
Builder: Norton Billings

Source of information:

Original Owner: Norton Billings
Source of informatian:

Construction history:

Evidence suggests that Norton Herbert Billings constructed the cabin and stable around 1880. The wood fi

me roof with

composition shingles are of newer construction and not original to the building. A newer plywood wood floor was installed at

an unknown date. The wood front door appears not to be original.

Benedict, Diane Goode. 2002. Birth of a Quarry Town 1880s Lyons, Colorado. Lyons, Colorado: Applications, Plus.

Weaver, Frank D.1977. They Came By Covered Wagon. Lyons, Colerado: The New Lyons Recorder.

Billings, Margaret. Telephone interview with Carol Beam. July 2004.

Location: original Date of move(s)

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

31. Original use(s): single dwelling

32.  Intemmediate use(s):

33.  Current use(s): vacant/not in use

34. Site type(s):

35. Historical background:
The land on which the buildings are located were transferred from the public domain to Norton Herbert Billings on July 23,
1890. Billings held the land patent to 160 acres in the W 1/2 of the SE, SW of the NE and 5E of the NW of Section 11, Township
3 North, Range 71 West.
Norton Billings was born July 14, 1851 in Massachusetts. During his childhood he moved to lowa and South|Dakota before

Historic Sites Survey Sorted by Resource Number
Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department * 5305 Spine Road., Suite B
20-Aug-D4 Boulder, CO 80301 * (3093) 530-1980
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arriving in Colorado. Norton married Elizabeth Browers of Davenport, [owa and their first child, Etta, was born in 1870 at
Marshalltown, lowa. In 1874, Elizabeth Billings died shortly after the birth of their son, Norman Arthur. Norton moved his
family to North Dakota to farm and on November 23, 1878, Norton married Theresa Giiroy. Their first ¢hild, Maud Frances, was
born a year fater. In 1880, the Billings arrived in Colorado by covered wagon with other family members, ingluding Norton's
three brothers and father, They settled along the North St. Vrain Creek, west of the present Town of Lyons and constructed the
stone buildings that remain today. The Billing's fifth ¢hild, William, was the first to be born in the stone cabjn in 1885,

Billings worked in the sandstone quarries around Lyons, as a road bullder constructing the first wagon road from Lyons to
Estes Park, and later constructing part of the first automobile road between the towns. He acquired timber tand in the Fish
Creek area south of Estes Park and operated a sawmill. In 1901, he built a log house on Apple Valley Road for his family and in
later years moved to 5th Street in Lyons. Around 1912, Billings opened a general store in town. Four years Iater due to failing
health, Billings left the general store. He passed away on August 9, 1918, in Estes Park. Theresa Billings coptinued to live on
5th Street until she married E.D. Wilkins while in her late 60s. Theresa Billings passed away at the age of 85 on May 30, 1946.
Both Norton and Theresa are buried at the Longmont Cemetery.

Bureau of Land Management. Land Patent. 1890. Document Number 236. Serial Number COCOAA 038273.

Weaver, Frank D.1977. They Came By Covered Wagon. Lyons, Colorado: The New Lyons Recorder.

36. Sources of information:
Higtorie Sitas Survey kSonsd by Resourga Numbar
Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department * 5305 Spine Road., Suite B
20-Aug-(4 Boulder, CO 80301 * {303} 530-1980
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VI. SIGNIFICANCE A
37. Local landmark designation: Yes [ No /]
Designation authority;
Date of designation;
38. Applicable National Register criteria:
[ A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our history.
[ B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
[ C.Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the wprk
of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguished entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.
[ D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information imporiant in history or prehistory.
[J Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see manual).
] Does not mest any cf the above Naticnal Register criteria.
Boulder County Standards for Designation:
Not Determined
O Significance of the site or structure has not yet been determined. More data needed.
Standards
]  The proposed landmark relates to other distinctive structures, districts, or sites which would also be determined
to be of historic significance.
] The proposed landmark is an example of either architectural or structural innovation.
] The proposed landmark has archaeological significance.
O The proposed landmark is identified as the work of an architect, landscape architect, or master builder whpse
work has influenced development in the county, state, or nation.
O The proposed landmark is an embodiment of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable
for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or the use of indigenous materials,
|3 The proposed landmark is identified with a person or persons significantly contributing to the local, county] state,
or national history. :
O The proposed landmark is the location of a significant local, county, state, or national event.
The character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark is important as part of the development, heritage, or
cultural characteristics of the County.
39. Area(s) of Significance: exploration - exploration
40. Period of Significance:
41.  Level of significance: National: [] State [] Local [
42. Statement of significance:
The two stone buildings are significant for their association of the early settlement of the Lyons area and the Billings family.
The cabin and stable have relevance and importance of a property type that illustrates the early homesteading period of the
Lyons area and the contributions of the Billings family to the area.
43,  Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance:

VIl. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

The cabin and stable still retain the identity for which they are significant and are able to convey that signific
association with the early settlement of the Lyons area.

ance for their

20-Aug-04
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44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible
Local landmark eligibility field assessment: Individually Eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? Yes [ No W
Discuss:
If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: Yes [] No [J NA
46. If the building is in existing National Register district, is it contributing: Yes [ No ] NA 7

Vill. RECORDING INFORMATION

47.

48.
49,
50.
51.
52.

53.

Photograph numbers):

Negatives filed at:

Report title:
Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:
Address:

Phone number(s):

Roll 17 Frames 13-23

Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department
5305 Spine Road., Suite B
Boulder, CO 80301

Historic Sites Survey

08/06/04

Carol A. Beam and Historic Preservation Specialist
Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department

5305 Spine Road., Suite B
Boulder, CO 80301

(303) 530-1980

20-Aug-04

Historic Sites Survey

Beulder County Parks & Open Space Department * 5305 Spine Road, Suite B
Boulder, CO 80301 * {303) 530-1880
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Cabin, south and west elevations



Cabin, north and east elevations



Inside cabin, looking north (below)
and looking southeast



Stable, south and west elevations



Stable, looking south and looking west



