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FROM: Denise Grimm, Staff Planner 
 
RE: Approval of grant applications under Boulder County Historic Landmark 

Rehabilitation Grant Program (2022 Grant Round) 
 
 
HPG‐22-0006: St. Catherine’s Chapel on the Rock ‐ reroof 
Location: 10758 Hwy 7 
Zoning:                Forestry (F) Zoning District                                        
Owners:             Camp St Malo Religious Retreat & Conference Center Inc   
 

Proposed work: reroof of chapel 
Grant Requested: $10,000.00 
Match: $24,950.00 
Recommend APPROVAL: $10,000.00 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
This is an Historic Preservation Grant request for the reroof of the landmarked St. 
Catherine’s Chapel on the Rock at Camp St. Malo.  The grant request is for $10,000.00, 
and it is being matched by the owner with $24,950.00, with the total project at $34,950.00. 
 
The existing roof is leaking significantly into the choir loft where the organ is located.  The 
proposed roof is similar to what it is replacing – Owens Corning Duration Architectural 
shingles in “estate gray” color.   
 
Please find attached maps, the staff report from landmarking, the grant application, the bid, 
and a couple of photos. 
 
HPAB and staff recommend approval. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

 

STAFF PLANNER:  Camilla Laughlin    

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION RE: 

 

Docket HP-99-03: St. Catherine’s Chapel On the Rock at Camp St. Malo 

Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation of the site 

Location: 10758 Highway 7, North of Allenspark 

Zoning: Forestry (F) 

Applicant: Ann Lacy, for The Archdiocese of Denver 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

St. Catherine’s Chapel was constructed in 1935.  Since that time, it has been a striking visual landmark 

along Highway 7.  The chapel is located on a 160 acre parcel, the use of which is regulated through a 

Special Use Approval for the camp. 

 

According to the Historical Narrative prepared by the applicant, the idea of constructing a chapel on the 

site first came about in 1916 when Father Joseph Julius Bosetti found the rock upon which the chapel sits 

while trying to find a meteor that fell from the sky. 

 

Several years after Father Bosetti found the rock, plans for improving the road to Estes Park almost 

destroyed the site.  The efforts of Father Bosetti saved the rock and the chapel was built soon after Mr. 

and Mrs. Oscar Malo donated land for the entire camp, including the chapel. 

 

The chapel’s architect was J.J.B. Benedict and the contractors were the Coulihan brothers from 

Allenspark.  The stone used in the construction was native granite and sandstone from the Long’s Peak 

area. 



HP-99-03: St. Catherine’s Chapel 

BOCC Staff Recommendation 
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Significance 

 

The chapel is significant under three criteria (Section 15-501 of the Land Use Code): 

 

(1) The character, interest, or value of the landmark is important as part of the development, 

heritage, or cultural characteristics of the County. 

 

Not only is this site important for its religious associations, it also helps tell the story of 

the importance of “tourism” along the Peak to Peak Highway during the early 1900s.  

Visitors from Denver and other farther locales often visited the area around Camp St. 

Malo to attend religious, educational, and social retreats while communing with nature.  

 

(4) The proposed landmark is an embodiment of the distinguishing characteristics of an 

architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or the 

use of indigenous materials; and 

 

(6) The proposed landmark is an example of architectural, cultural, or archaeological 

significance. 

 

The chapel is an outstanding example of rusticated architecture that is in harmony with its 

surroundings.  The workmanship, integrity of design, and the rock foundation and use of 

indigenous materials contribute to this feeling while still maintaining the important 

elements of a chapel such as stained glass windows and a bell tower. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

On May 6, 1999 HPAB unanimously recommended approval of this docket. 

 

Staff recommends that the Board of County Commissioners APPROVE Docket HP-99-03: St. 

Catherine’s Chapel on the Rock at Camp St. Malo subject to the standard conditions: 

 

1. Alteration of the rock formation or any exterior feature of the chapel structure, will 

require review and approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness by Boulder County. 

 

2. Regular maintenance which prolongs the life of the landmark, using original materials or 

materials that replicate the original materials, will not require review for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness, provided the Land Use Director has determined that the repair is minor 

in nature and will not damage any existing architectural features.  Emergency repairs 

which are temporary in nature will not require review (note: Depending on the type of 

work, a building permit may still be required.) 

 

 


	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERSbusmtg2022
	BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
	Business Meeting
	Tuesday, December 6, 2022 – 10:30 AM
	Third Floor Hearing Room,
	Boulder County Courthouse


