Board of County Commissioners

BOULDER COUNTY’S 2023 SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are currently more than 700,000 suicides per year worldwide,

with 1287 suicides in Colorado in 2022, and each suicide profoundly affects many more people; and

WHEREAS, suicide has far-reaching social, emotional, and economic consequences; and
WHEREAS, suicide has far-reaching social, emotional, and economic consequences; and

WHEREAS, September 10 is World Suicide Prevention Day with the theme ‘Creating Hope Through
Action’, which serves as a powerful call to action and reminder that there is an alternative to
suicide and that through our actions we can encourage hope and strengthen prevention; and

WHEREAS, by creating hope through action, we can signal to people experiencing suicidal thoughts
that there is hope and that we care and want to support them, and that our actions, no matter how
big or small, may provide hope to those who are struggling; and

WHEREAS, while suicide prevention is important to address year-round, World Suicide Prevention
Day and Suicide Prevention Awareness Month provide a dedicated time to come together with
collective passion and strength to address this difficult topic; and

WHEREAS, Boulder County residents, regardless of their ability to pay, can access 24/7 support
through Colorado Crisis Services and Mental Health Partners; and

WHEREAS, Boulder County has recognized the significant need for those in suicidal crises,
emotional distress and the impact of trauma, an emphasis and investment in resources for those in
need for mental health navigation, mobile crisis response, and other community-based trusted
resources has occurred through federal, regional, and local funding priorities is occurring; and

WHEREAS, Boulder County recognizes the disparate impact on communities of color, LGBTQ+,
youth, and others impacted by the pandemic, natural disasters, and the Table Mesa mass shooting,
the importance of a countywide approach to increasing equitable access to mental health and
social resilience has been articulated in the community-driven Behavioral Health Roadmap.

Now therefore, the Boulder County Board of Commissioners, on behalf of Boulder County, do
hereby proclaim that the month of September 2023 is recognized as Boulder County’s Suicide
Prevention Month and encourages all residents to raise awareness of suicide prevention and
treatment and to know the risks and warning signs for suicide and what to do in a crisis.
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DATED this 29th day August 2023

Commissioner Claire Levy  Commissioner Marta Loachamin  Commissioner Ashley Stolzmann



