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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Disparity Study 

 
 This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made and entered into on __________, 
2023 (the “Effective Date”), by and between the Board of County Commissioners on behalf of 
the County of Boulder, State of Colorado, a body corporate and politic, for the benefit of the 
Office of the County Administrator (“County”) and the City of Boulder (“City”). County and 
City are each a “Party,” and collectively the “Parties.”  
 

 
A. PURPOSE 

 
1. On August 1, 2023, the County entered into a contract with Keen Independent Research, 

LLC (“Keen”) to analyze and prepare a study of the County’s contracting and 
procurement activities to determine any disparities existing in the use of Minority, 
Women, and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (“Disparity Study”). 
 

2. The Disparity Study will inform the County’s procurement reform efforts and goals of 
enhancing opportunities for Minority, Woman, and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(“MWDBE”) and MWDBE participation in the County’s procurement activities. 
 

3. The City subsequently approached the County regarding whether both entities could 
participate in such a study. With the cooperation of Keen, the parties determined that a 
joint study would be feasible and would result in better and more robust information. 
Keen provided the Parties with a price information for the City’s participation. The 
communities served by both Parties are closely tied and allowing the City to conduct a 
disparity study serves to enhance the benefits gained by both communities. 

 
4. The Parties wish to provide for cost sharing for a joint disparity study being conducted by 

Keen on behalf of the County and the City. 
 
 

B. GENERAL TERMS 
 

1. Upon execution of this MOU, the County will amend its contract with Keen to address 
the additional scope and price of the study attributable to the City’s participation. The 
County will pay the full price of the contract directly to Keen according to the terms of 
the amended contract. The amended contract will specify that Keen will provide the same 
type of deliverables to the City that it is currently contracted to provide to the County. 
The City deliverables will be specific to the City’s market area to the extent that the 
County’s market area differs from the County’s. The County will provide a draft of the 
amended contract to the City for review and comment before executing an amended 
contract with Keen. 
 

2. To fairly distribute the overall price of the study between the Parties, the City will pay the 
County $300,000 within 30 days of the execution of this agreement and provision of wire 

October 25
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payment instructions.  
 

3. The laws of the State of Colorado govern the construction, interpretation, performance, 
and enforcement of this MOU.   
 

4. This MOU may be amended only by a written agreement signed by all Parties.  
 

5. This MOU may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which will be deemed an 
original, but all of which will constitute one agreement. The Parties approve the use of 
electronic signatures, governed by the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, C.R.S. §§ 24 
71.3 101 to 121. The Parties will not deny the legal effect or enforceability of this MOU 
solely because it is in electronic form or because an electronic record was used in its 
creation. The Parties will not object to the admissibility of this MOU in the form of 
electronic record, or paper copy of an electronic document, or paper copy of a document 
bearing an electronic signature, because it is not in its original form or is not an original. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties to this MOU have caused it to be executed by 

each Party’s authorized officers as of the Effective Date. 
 
 

 
Boulder County 
 

By:       
       Jana Petersen 
     County Administrator 

 
 
 
City of Boulder 
 

By:       
       Nuria Rivera-Vandermyde 
     City Manager 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
City Clerk 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 

By:      
   Office of the City Attorney 
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