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To: Historic Preservation Advisory Board 

From: Carol Beam, Cultural Resource Specialist 
Date: February 12, 2024 
Re: Golden Farm Open Space barracks determination of eligibility 

BACKGROUND: 

Boulder County and the City of Longmont jointly purchased the 98.785 acre Golden Farm 
property on June 27, 2003.  
 
The acquisition contains approximately 92 acres on the west side of North 119th Street and 
approximately 7 acres on the east side of North 119th Street. As part of the joint acquisition 
agreement, the City of Longmont acquired the fee interest in the 92 acres on the west side of 
North 119th Street and Boulder County acquired the fee interest in the approximately 7 acres 
on the east side of North 119th Street. The City of Longmont holds a conservation easement 
for the 7 acre parcel on the east side of North 119th Street.  
  
At the time of the acquisition, the 7 acre parcel on the east side of North 119th Street featured 
a circa 1904 house, concrete block outbuilding, shed and 3 relocated World War II barracks 
mostly likely from either Lowry or Buckley Air Force Bases.  
 
According to Jim Liles, the former Boulder County Housing Authority Director from 1975-
2002, sometime in the early to mid-1970s, the previous land owners, the Tanaka Brothers 
Farm, moved the 3 barracks to the property in order to house some of their seasonal migrant 
farm workers for their large farm business. Jim stated the Tanaka Brothers Farm operated 
around the Longmont area that at its peak covered approximately 2,400 acres and employed 
about 600 farm workers.  
 
When the 3 barracks were moved to the site, they were lined up end to end with a newly 
constructed small connector building between the barracks to house the common bathrooms. 
A septic system was installed for the common bathrooms that was partially funded by the 
State Division of Housing.  
 
Although the exact date when the 3 barracks were moved to the site is unclear, Boulder 
County Onsite Wastewater System documents indicate the barracks may have been moved to 
the site in 1976. It is interesting to note that the Onsite Wastewater System documents 
identify only 2 barracks to be moved to the property. There is no further explanation of why 
3 barracks ended up on the property. 
 
The Tanaka Brothers Farm might have utilized the 3 barracks seasonally until early 1991 
when the Tanaka Brothers Farm declared bankruptcy in January 1991. 
 
With a shortage of livable seasonal migrant farm worker housing in the area, Boulder County 
Housing Authority constructed a new migrant farm worker residential facility nearby called 



 

 

Casa Vista, located at 12525 Quicksilver Road by September 1993. While Casa Vista was 
being constructed, the Boulder County Housing Authority leased the barracks from the 
Tanaka Brothers Farm between 1991-1993 until Casa Vista was completed. Because the 
barracks condition was substandard, the Boulder County Housing Authority had to make 
improvements to bring the barracks to a livable standard. It is presumed the 3 barracks sat 
empty after Casa Vista was opened.  
 
In 1994, Boulder Creek Farms, the then current property owner, submitted a building permit 
request to demolish the 3 barracks due their liability and the lack of need for them without 
paying a high cost for repairs. The building permit was referred to the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Board (HPAB) for the April 7, 1994 meeting. 
 
The HPAB reviewed the request and determined that the 3 barracks have historic 
significance for their association with local agricultural history but recommended the 
building permits be approved. For some reason the barracks were not demolished at this time.  
 
In December 2002, Golden Farm, the then current property owner, submitted a building 
permit request to demolish the long vacant circa 1904 house, concrete block outbuilding, 
shed, and the 3 barracks due to their poor condition. The building permit was referred to the 
Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) for the January 9, 2003 meeting.  
 
At the January 9, 2003 meeting the HPAB determined the circa 1904 house may have some 
historic significance, however, due to its poor condition and alterations, the HPAB did not 
feel that a hold on the demolition permit was warranted. 
  
The HPAB determined that the 3 barracks were historically significant for to their association 
with local agricultural history. The HPAB placed a 120 day hold on this part of the permit to 
allow time to consider alternatives to demolition.  
  
During the 120 hold, a comprise between the HPAB and Golden Farm resulted in the 
permission to demolish the 2 poorest condition barracks but retain 1 barracks in the best 
condition (the most eastern barracks was retained). The circa 1904 house, concrete block 
outbuilding and shed were also demolished at that time.  
 
Since its acquisition in 2003, Boulder County Parks and Open Space has secured the barracks 
by boarding up the windows and doors, replaced the roof, painted the exterior, repaired the 
wood windows, rebuilt the wood front steps, installed security lighting, and made many trips 
out to the property with the Boulder County Sheriff’s Office (their presence is required each 
time to ensure no one is left inside when the building is boarded back up) to make repairs as 
a result of the increasing vandalism intensity. The inside of the barracks is empty and there is 
no public access.  
 
REQUEST:  

Since the HPAB found the 3 barracks buildings historically significant in 1994 and 2003, but 
today only 1 of them remains resulting in an adverse effect to the 1994 and 2003 historic 
significance and historic physical integrity HPAB determination, Parks and Open Space 
would like to request from the HPAB a formal determination of eligibility for the remaining 
1 barracks located on the Golden Farm Open Space. 
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BOULDER COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

MANAGEMENT DATA FORM 

I """""-. 5HLS561 

IDENTIFICATION 

Resource Name: Boulder Creek Farms 

Address: 9772 North 1191h Street 
Longmont, CO 

MAPPED S~ 
OAHP lIM Qnly bt 
Loet8fmined Eligible 1[1" rn 

Determined Not Eligible 
- Nominated 
=US!OO 

Need Data 
- Conuii>uting to NR Oi.trid 

No!; ~ 10 ~ [)met 

Tetnpc:waty Site Number: 005 1842 

locaIiofV'Access: This proper ly is loca ted southeast of Longmont on the east side 01 N. 1191h, north 
01 Quicksilver Road . The Saint Vrain Rivar flows eastward to the north ol lha 
properly . 

project Name: Boulder County Historic Siles Survey 

GovemmenI 111YOtvemenI: Local (Boulder County Parks and Open Space Depar tment) 

Site Categories: buildings 

Located in an Existing National RegiSter 0istricI1 No 
District Name: NfA 

Owner(s) Address: Boulder Creek Farms 
5653 North 11 51h Street 
Longmont, CO 

The property is bounded on the soulh by a wooden fence , on the west a long North 1191h Stree t 
by a post and wire lence, and open fields to the north and east. 

Acmage: 7 .2 1 acre parcel 

ATTACHMENTS 

HABSJ1-IAER Form: N o 
Builcling/Structufe Form(s): Yes 
SkOlch Map: Yes 
USGS Map PhoIocopy: Yes 
Photographs: Yes 
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5BI.5S61 

LOCATION 

Co.ny: Boulder 

USGS 0uiId: Longmont, Colorado. 1968, photorevised 1979, 7.5 Minute 

Other Maps: NI A 
Nt.<! 

Legall.ocaIion: NW\ of the SW~, Section 12, Township 2 North, Range 69 West, cf the 6th 
Principal Meridian 

l.JTM Ael'erences: Zone: 13 
A. Eastng; 493760 ./ Nortt*lg 4444390 v 

ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

0uaIiries tndar CI1IorIa COlIsiooliltiOIlS A-G 

CrileOOn A. (Associated ~ -a that haVe made II sigojIican( contrlbullon 
te the broad partom 01 01.1" hiStory) 

Qterion C. (Enlbodies the di:stinclMI chafacterisIics 0/ 8 Iype. po(iod, Of 

ITlIIIt10d 01 oonstruc:lion, Of thai ropI8S8 ItS tho WOfII 01 II maSler, or thai 
1M; : soss tigllWtistic ........ or Ihai,epo crt ill SignIIcanI and distnguishabIe 
enlily whOSe cunpchlilb may lack IndiYiduaI disIlncllOn) 

Cit9lbl D. (Has yield9d or may be likely 10 yiold, Im)rmation importanI i'I 
hislory or prehistory) 

Level 01 National Register Sig"i/ic81108: Local 

COllditio,,: lai r 

N/A 

EIgibily~: eligible for the National Regisler of Historic Places under Crilerion A; 
eligible fer local landmark designation under Boulder County Criterion 
1-50l -A-{I) 

M_gem.nl O.u. Form 



· .' 
Stale Site Number: 

jBL556 1 

Temporary Site Numbo<: 006U:14<! 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This parcel 01 land was patented by Rufus Rice on July 8, 1867. Born in 1836 in Auburn, 
Massachusetts, Rice came west to Boulder County in 1859 where he prospected in the Gold Hill 
area and worked as a blaster. He enlisted in Company 1, 2nd Colorado Cavalry in 1862 and 
fought at Pilot Knob and Shiloh, and then served on the kansas frontier until he was mustered 
out in 1865. Alter returning from the army, he extended his land holdings near longmont and 
grew hay which he sold to the mining camps. He married Kale Rowe in 1877, and lathered 
two daughters who eventually inherited this farm. In 1971, granddaughters Ernestine and 
Catherine Tamage were still living on the southern hall 01 Ihe original homestead that their 
mother Mamie had inherited Irom her parents . According to archived Assessor's records, with 
entries from 1948 and 1951 , this parcel now owned by Boulder Creek Farms, was owned by 
D.W. McCarty a nd O. Ludlow at that time. In these and in subsequent years, the barracks were 
likely used to house migrant workers. Later, the property the property was oWlled by Tanaka 
Brothers Farms . The house's date 01 construction is estimated at 1904. The cinder block 
outbuilding does not appear on the 1951 county inventory , and thus was evidently constructed 
alter thai date. 

Evaluation 

This properly is significant lor its association with the development 01 agriculture in eastern 
Boulder County. It is particularly notable as the si te 01 one of the areas earliest homesteads, 
dating back to 1867, and for its association with Rufus Rice and his descendants .. In more 
recent times, the property - and particularly the barracks building - is important for its use in 
housing migrant fa rm workers. For Ihese reasons , the property should be considered eligible for 
listing in the National Register under Criterion A, and for local landmark designation under 
Boulder County Criterion }·501·A-(1). The cinder block building should be considered non· 
contributing . 

If in an ~ing National Regisler OisIrIct, Is the property 
Contrlb.Aing N/A Noo-Con!ributing NIA 

Is there National Register Oislrlct POIentlaI? no 

Oiscus:s: The property is located in a relatively, rural, isolated location . There are no other 
nearby related historic buildings. 

Boulder County Hi.tode S~ ... SUNey Management Cata FOfm Page 3 
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SIa&e Silo Number. 

Tornporwy Silo Number. 0051842 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

1lw6111S 10 Aeso..I'ce: neglect; e rosion; vandalism; removal 01 some buildings may be under 
considerat ion 

PresefYation Easement: No 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

Refefeoces: Archived Assessor's Records, Carnegie Ubrary, Boulder 

Boulder County Ledger 39, Carnegie Library, Boulder 

Portrait and Biographical Record, "Rufus Rice," Carnegie Library, Boulder 

51. Vra in Historical Society, Inc . They Come to Stoy. Longmont : Longmont Printing 
Co. 1971. 

Boulder County Assessor Real Estate Appraisal Card--Rural Maste r Index, 1949. 
Located al Carnegie Branc h lor Local History, Boulder Public Library. 

Photographs: RoII(s) : e M·} Frames: 1-19 

NegalIYes Fiad AI; Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department 

Report TlIe: Unincorporated Boulder County Historic Sites: Survey Report 

Aec:order(s): Carl McWilliams 

ArfiIiation: Cultura l Resource Historians 
1 flJ7 Dogwood Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 493-5270 

Boulde, County Hllto-Ie S~el Survoy 

Dale: 3 March 1995 

Tatanka Historical Associates Inc . 
P.O. Box 1909 
Fort Collins, CO 80522 
(970) 490-2110 

Monogom.nt Det. Fe<m 
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Temporary Site Number. COSl 842 
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LOCATION MAP (Copied from. Longmont, Colorado USGS Quadrangle Map) 
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BOULDER COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL BUILDING STRUCTURE FORM 

5HLSS61 

IDENTIFICATION 

Map 10 Numbef/'Fealur8 Number of COde: A 

6uildinglSlJUClure Name: House 

CompIox/S~e Name: Boulder Creek Farms at 9772 North 119th Street 

RoI: eM-I Franes: 1-7 PIdogIaptI8I . Carl McWilliams 

FUNCTION 

CumIn! Use: Vacant / Not in Use 

0rigirWI Use: residence 

InlelTTledlille Use(s): NA 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

Arcnlec:t: NI A 

BuiIOOf: Rice family 

Dale of Construction: c 1904 
8as«I On: Boulder County Assessor's estimate 

Adctitioos/'Moc: Minor: MoOOraIe: xx 

-.." no Dale: N/A 

SpecWIc ReIeIellces to the StrucI~ 

Arc hived Assessor's Records, Carnegie Library. Boulder 

Boulder County Ledger 39, Carnegie Library, Boulder 

0051842 

Portrait and Biographical Record , MRufus Rice," Carnegie Library, Boulder 

St. Vrain Historical Society, Inc. They Come to Stay. longmont : Longmont Printing Co. 
1971. 

Boulder County Assessor Real Estate Appraisal Card--Rural Master Index, 1949. Located 
al Carnegie Branch for Local History, Boulder Public Library . 
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Stale Site "'umbo<: 51;11.5561 

Tempor"'Y Site Numbo.-: 0051842 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

CompIax/Stnx;ture/Building Type: building 

Architoctural Style: vernacular 

L.andscapeJSettng: This property is located southeast 01 Longmont on the east side of N. 119th, 
north 01 Ouicksilver Road. The Saini Vrain River flows eastward to the north 
01 the properly. The property is bowtded on the south by a wooden fence, on 
the west a long North 1191h Stree t by a post and wire lence, and open fields 
to the north and east. 

Orientation: vernacular gabled ell 

Oimensions: - 70' by - 20' 

StOfies: one 

PLan: en 

FOI.lI'ld<IIion: powed concrete; no basement 

WailS: 

Roof: 

Windows; 

000'" 

POfChas; 

Interior: 

Additions: 

painted white 4" wide horiwntal wood siding on wood fra me construction; 
weathered, painted blue 1" by 6" corner posts 

moderately-pi tched intersecting gables with weathe red wood shingles and 
e xposed ralter ends; shed roof extension over enclosed porch on norlh elevation 

one red brick chimney on the ridge 

primarily double-hung sash wi th Hat arches, blue tr im, and plain wood 
surrounds, in glazing patterns 01 111, 112, 4 /4, and 411; 4-lightlixed-pane or 
hopper windows on the south elevation 

solid wood slab entry door, with a wood screen door, on the west elevation; 
single wood-paneled entry door, with plywood covered screen door, on the 
north elevation 

wood stoop on the north elevation 

not surveyed 

large !lat rooled , plywood and vertical wood plank, addition to the east 
elevation 

AssociaIed Bu~, Fealures or ObjBcts: 

barracks building; cinder block outbuilding 
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ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

NaUonal Register Eligibility Recommendation 

Individually Eligible xx NOC Eligible NeEKI Dala 

POCenllai 0isuIa? no Contrlbullng N/A Non-CootrbJdng N/ A 

Local Landmark Eligibil ity 

Eligible xx N"" Daa 

Statement of SlgnHlcance I NRHP Jus1HlcaUon 

This property is significant for its association with the development of agriculture in eastern 
Boulder County . It is particularly notable as the site 01 one of the areas earliest homesteads, 
dating back 10 1867, and for its association with Rufus Rice and his descendants .. In more 
recent times, the properly - and particularly the barracks building - is important lor its use in 
housing migrant farm workers. For these reasons, the properly should be considered eligible for 
listing in the National Register under Criterion A, and for local landmark designation under 
Boulder CoW1ty Criterion l -SOl -A·(l ). The cinder block building should be considered non
contributing. 

For historical information, please see the accompanying Management Data form . 

" ~ IM1 8Ids&Ig National AegisI9r 0islrIcl, is \he property 
Coooibumg N/A Nofl.Cor1ributk1g N/A 

Archeological Potential; Yes No 

Aoc:otder(s) : Cad McWilliams 

AINialion: Cultwal Resowce Historians 
1607 Dogwood Cowt 
Fort Coll ins, CO 80525 
(970) 493-5270 

Not Evaluatod xx 

Dala: 3 March 1994 

Tatanka Historical Associates Inc. 
P.O. Box 1909 
Fort Collins, CO 80522 
(970) 490·2110 
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BOULDER COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL BUILDING STRUCTURE FORM 

IDENTIFICATION 

Map 10 N~/FealU"e Noot# a COde: B 

BuiIding/Struale Name: Barracks Building 

CompIeJIIS_e Name: Boulder Creek Farms al 9772 North ll9th Sheet 

Roll: eM·) 

FUNCTION 

Frames: 15, 16, 18 Pt1a.ographor. Cad McWilliams 

Cul'TenI Use: Vacant I Not in Use 

00gInaI Use: migrant farm workers' housing 

lRoonedii!Ie Use{s): NA 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

Arctdiea: NI A 

Builder: unknown 

Date 01 construd:ion: c1940s 
Based On: Boulder County Assessor's estimate 

MocIertIIe: 

Dale: N/A 

Archived Assessor's Records, Carnegie Library, Boulder 

Boulder County Ledqer 39, Carnegie Library, Boulder 

Parhai! and Biographical Record, "Rufus Rice; Carnegie Library, Boulder 

St . Vrain Historical Society, Inc . They Came to Slay. Longmont : Longmont Printing Co. 
1971. 

Boulder County Assessor Real Estate Appraisal Card··Rural Master Index, 1949. Located 
at Carnegie Branch for Local History, Boulder Public Library. 
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T~Wf sa Number: 00&1842 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style: vernacular 

l..Bndscape/Set: This property is located southeast 01 Longmont on the east side of N. 1I9th. 
north of Quic ksilver Road . The Saint Vrain River flows eastward 10 the north 
cl lhe property. The property is bounded on the soulh by a wooden fence, on 
the west along North 119th Sheet by a post and wire fence , and open fields 
to the north and east . 

OrientaIion: norlh and soulh 

Dimoosions: 333' E-W by 26' N-S 

StOl'ies: one 

Plan: rectangular 

Foundation: powed concrete 

Walls; painted while horizontal wood siding on wood frame construction; painted red 
I" by 4" corner posts 

Rod: moderately·pitched gables with red asphal t shingles and exposed rafter ends 

Chimneys: metal roof monitors 

Wn:Iows: series of double-hung windows are located along the long north and south 
elevations 

Doors: eight wood-paneled entry doors. with wood screen doors, are located along the 
long north and south elevations 

Porches: series 01 eight small wood porches, with concrete steps, located along the long 
north elevation 

Interior. not surveyed 

Addilloos: none 

house; cinder block outbuilding 
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Stale SII<I N...,ber. 5BL556 1 

Temporwy SiIe Numb«: 0051842 

ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

National Register Eligibility Recommendation 

Individually Eligible xx 

GonIrIbUing NI A Non-CortiIbtD1g NI A 

Local Landmark Eligibility 

Not EIgibIe """ "'" 
Statement of Significance I NRHP Justification 

This property is significant for its association with the development of agriculture in eastern 
Boulder County. It is particularly notable as the site of one of the areas earliest homesteads, 
dating back to 1867, and lor its association with Rufus Rice and his descendants .. In more 
recent times, the property - and particularly the barracks building. is important for its use in 
housing migrant farm workers. For these reasons, the property should be considered e ligible lor 
lis ting in the National Register under Criterion A, and lor local landmark designation under 
Boulder County Criterion 1·501·A·(l ). The cinder block building should be considered non· 
contributing . 

For historical information, please see the accompanying Management Data form . 

H 10 an existing National Register DIslrId, is tho property 
~ N/A Non-ContrIbWng N/A 

Archeological Potential: Yes No 

Recordorjs}: Carl McWilliams 

AITiiation: Cultural Resource Historians 
1607 Dogwood Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 493·5270 

Not Evalualed xx 

Dale: 3 March 1994 

Tatanka Historical Associates Inc . 
P.O. Box 1909 
Fort Collins, CO 80522 
(970) 490·2110 
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BOULDER COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL BUILDING STRUCTURE FORM 

IDENTIFICATION 

Map Ml NOOlber/Featurs NI.IITIber of Code: NI A 

BuidingIS1ructure Name: Cinder Block Outbuilding 

CompIex/S~e Name: Boulder Creek Farms at 9772 North I 19th Street 

RoI: CM-l Frames: 8, 10, 11 PhoI~ Carl McWilliams 

FUNCTION 

o..orror. Use: Vacant I Not in Use 

OrIginal Use: agriculturalout.building 

Intermediale Use{s): NA 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

Art:hiI:ect NI A 

Builder: unknown 

Dale of ConstrucIIort: post 1951 
BasecI On: Boulder County Assessor Real Estate Appraisal Card--Rural Master Index, 1949 and 

1951. Located at Carnegie Branch lor Local History, Boulder Public Library. 

Add/tior'IsIModilicallolls: Minor. xx Major. 

MOY8d1 no Dale: N/A 

Archived Assessor's Records, Carnegie Library, Boulder 

Boulder County Ledger 39, Carnegie Library, Boulder 

Portrait and Biographical Record, ~Rufus Rice," Carnegie Library, Boulder 

St. Vrain Historical Society, Inc. They Come loStoy. Longmont : Longmont Printing' Co. 
1971. 

Boulder County Assessor Real Estate Appraisal Card--Rural Master Index, 1949. Located 
at Carnegie Branch lor Local History, Boulder Public Library. 
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TMTIf'O'WY SiIoo ~ 0051842 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

ArchitectlXlll Style: vernacular 

~: This property is located southeast of Longmont on the east side of N. 119th. 
north of Quicksilver Road . The Saint Vrain River flows eastward 10 the north 
01 the property. The property is bounded on the south by a wooden fence , on 
the west along North 119th Street by a post and wire lence, and open fields 
to the norlh and east. 

0r'0entaIi0n: south 

Dmen6ion$; 35' N-S by 60' E-W 

Storios: one 

Plan: rectangular 

FOUJdaIlon: cinder block 

WaIb: cinder block 

Root: shed, with gravel.lar composition roofing 

"'"""", none 

Wndows: small sq\lare 2.light windows 

Doors: singie wood slab entry door on the west elevalion; large horizontal sliding wood 
entry door on the south elevation 

Porches: concrete pad from removed building to west; concrete ramp/dock on east 
elevation 

Inlerior: not surveyed 

Additions: none 

house, bat"racks building 
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ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

National Register Eligibility Recommendation 

I~EIIgibIe 

PocOfWlal Districl? no 

Loeal Landmark Eligibility 

Not Eligible xx 

0:nr'ibIblg NI A 

--
Statement of Significance I NRHP Justification 

T .......... , SiIe Nun!t:>-. 0051842 

N_om. 

Noo-CoftrIbWng N/A 

This property is signilicant for its association with the development 01 agriculttue in eastern 
Boulder County. It is particularly notable as the site 01 one 01 the areas earliest homesteads, 
dating back to 1867, and lor its association with Rufus Rice and his descendants .. In more 
recent times, the property· and particularly the barracks building - is important for its use in 
housing migrant farm workers. For these reasons, the property should be considered eligible lor 
listing in the National Reg'ister under Cdterion A, and lor local landmark designation under 
Boulder County Criterion l -SO l -A-(l). The cinder block building should be considered non
contributing. 

For historical information, please see the accompanying Management Data form. 

If ., an ~ NaliooaI Register 0iStrICl. is tho property 
Contr1t:JI..U1g NI A Noo-CoftrIbWng NI A 

Archeological Potential: Yes NO 

Recofdef(s): Carl Mc Williams 

NfiIialion: Cultural Resotuce Historians 
1607 Dogwood Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 493·5270 

NOC EY8Iu<ded xx 

Dale: 3 March 1994 

Tatanka Historical Associates Inc . 
P.O. Box 1909 
Fort Collins, CO 80522 
(970) 490·2110 
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House (Bouidef CrftIc F«ms) 
9772 NoM 119th Stred 
3 Mar(;h 1994 
NegalIw lcIeated III IIctMef County p.,q -' O!;>en ~ eep.r1men1 

2045 13th Street ,BoukJeor, CO 00306 
Photographed by CuI"'~ Anourc:. HI$IOfir,,,. / Tatanka HisIoocaI 

A.llc .. "" Inc: 
V_toNE 
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I-lol-. (BcUdef Creel! F.-rm) 
9m Nor'Ih 119ItI Street 
3 MlIrch 1994 
N"".,.... k;o;aied at BooI(Iet County P.,h .nd Open Sjlke Department 

2045 13th SIr....t ,Boukler, CO 80306 
PllQIooraphed by Cu~u .. ' Resoutce Historians I T81ank& HisI«1caI 

Auociales Inc 
Vjewlo EUI 
RoI CM-I 
Fr .... 3 
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COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
Cultural Resource Re-evaluation Form

(page 1 of 2)

OAHP1405

Rev. 9/98

1. Resource Number: 5BL.5561 2. Temp. Resource Number:.

3.

5.

6.

Attachments
(check as many as apply)

Photographs
Site sketch map

X U.S.G.S. map photocopy
Other
Other

Resource Name: Boulder Creek Farms

4. Official determination
(OAHP USE ONLY)

Determined Eligible
Determined Not Eligible
Need Data
Nominated
Listed
Contributing to N.R. District
Not Contributing to N.R. Dist

Purpose of this current site visit (check as many as apply)

Site is within a current project area
Resurvey

X Update of previous site form(s)
Surface collection
Testing to determine eligibility
Excavation
Other

Describe

7. Previous Recordings: Originally recorded by Carl McWilliams. 3 March 1994

8. Changes or Additions to Previous Descriptions: The house, outbuilding and two of the barracks were

demolished by June 2003 by the previous owner. The eastern most barracks is the only remaining building on

the site.



Resource Number: 5BL.5561

Temporary Resource Number:

Cultural Resource Reevaluation Form

(page 2 of 2)

9. Changes in Condition: The house, outbuilding and two of the barracks were demolished.

10. Changes to Location or Size Information: None

11. Changes in Ownership: Boulder County is the current owner.

12. Other Changes, Additions, or Observations: Located along the future St. Vrain trail, the remaining building will

be interpreted with the use of an exterior sign explaining the buildings role in Boulder County's agricultural

heritage.

13. National Register Eligibility Assessment:

Eligible Not eligible X Need data_

Explain:

14. Management Recommendations:

15. Photograph Types and Numbers: On file at Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department

16. Artifact and Field Documentation Storage Location:

17. Report Title: n/a

18. Recorder(s): Carol Beam 19. Date(s): February 21. 2005

20. Recorder Affiliation: Boulder County Parks & Open Space

Colorado Historical Society, Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
1300 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203

303-866-3395



HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

Minutes for
Thursday, April 7,1994

7:00 p.m.

On Thursday, April 7,1994, the Historic Preservation Advisory Board held a meeting convening
at 7:02 p.m. and adjourning at 9:10 p.m

PRESENT: Karl Anuta, Karen Burns, David Morgan, Glenn Sherwood and Harold Steele

NOT
PRESENT: Jeanne Fetterman and Thomas Hendricks

STAFF: Camilla Laughlin, Rich Koopmann and Martha Perez

OTHERS
PRESENT: A few interested citizens (2-4)

3. Buildin Pprmif RPVIPW fnr Sfnirhirps 5fl pars of a and

a. Trwir^ PP-94-37^ 33Q 'W) an,d 34.1- Dprnnljtipp nf Cjfnirfnrpg at Q779 IIQtii

T rvntrmnnt •'

CAMILLA LAUGHLIN: These structures were previously reviewed by HPAB as
part of a subdivision exemption application. Since then Mr. Irwin has withdrawn
this particular property from that application, and it is now being reviewed as a
demolition permit. At the February hearing HPAB requested that the historic sites
survey consultants examine the property to find out more about its history. The
consultants determined that the site in question did not meet any criteria for either
local, state, or national landmarking. I included in your packet a copy of the letter
which they sent to us mat detailed the results of their research, (slide show)

KARL ANUTA: Do we know where the barracks came from?

CAMILLA: We haven't been able to gain any knowledge about that.

DAVID MORGAN: Were they used as migrant housing in this location?

CAMILLA: Yes. I would also like to clarify that our current zoning would not
allow this to occur.

KARL: I wish we knew more about the barracks because I would wager that they
are some of the last World War n barracks that are left in Boulder County.

DAVID: I think those barracks are significant to the history of this County. I also



think that they are significant to the agricultural, and to ethnic history of this
County. However, I am not going to say that they should be preserved in place
because I cannot justify it, but if our job is to say that they are significant structures,
I believe that these barracks are. So in my opinion, I feel that the barracks are
historically significant to Boulder County.

PHIL IRWIN, owner of the property at 9772 119th Street, Longmont: My concern
with these structures is that the migrant workers are coming in soon, and I am
worried about the liability of these structures. I do have a farmer in Fort Collins
who is interested in moving them up to his property. However, my game plan is
that I need to get them off this site because I have no use for them, and can't utilize
them in any way without them costing a whole lot of money.

DAVID: What would be the hang-ups in having the farmer from Fort Collins in
coming in and moving them?

MR. IRWIN: The only hang-up that I see is whether he wants to go through the
expense), and the transportation cost.

DAVID: These barracks appear to be very structurally sound to me.

MR. IRWIN: From others that we have seen these are in good shape as far as
structural.

KARL: I would like to see them saved, and share David's concern because these
are structures like service stations or old silos which have been discarded as
something that people aren't really concerned about anymore. However, I do
think that they are worthy of some preservation. I am not willing to preserve it at
the cost of the development of the site, but while it may be historically significant I
don't think it is mat worthy of preservation unless jwe have some more
information. Therefore, I am willing to recommend that although we find them to
be historically significant that the building permit be granted.

'

HAROLD STEELE: Do you know how many of the buildings the farmer up in
Fort Collins would be willing to take? i

MR. IRWIN: He would take all three barracks. j
I

MOTION: HAROLD STEELE MADE A MOTION THAT THE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD FINDS THAT THERE IS
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THE STRUCTURES BUT
RECOMMENDED THAT THE BUILDING (DEMOLITION)
PERMIT BE GRANTED.

SECOND: DAVID MORGAN.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS.













COLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY

Cultural Resource Re-Visitation Form

OAHP1405
Rev. 11/10

4. Official Determination (OAHP use only)

Determined Eligible NR/SR
Determined Not Eligible NR/SR
Nominated

Contributing to NR Dist./SR Dist
Not Contributing to NR Dist/SR Dist
Supports overall linear eligibility NR/SR

Need Data NR/SR

Does not supports overall linear eligibility NR/SR

A Re-Visitation Form can only be used when a Management 
Data Form and component forms have been previously filed with 
the land managing agency and/or the Colorado Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation and no substantive 
changes to the character of the site are required as a result of 
the current re-visitation. Please use the Management Data Form 
and supporting forms (archaeological component, linear, 
vandalism, etc.) when changes are required to:

• Site type
• Linear resources
• Additional artifact assemblages and/or features
• Boundary size
• Vandalism
• NRHP recommendations

1. Resource Number: 5BL5561 2. Temporary Resource Number: 6087-5BL5561

3. Resource Name:   Boulder Creek Farms

4. Project Name/Number: Saint Vrain Restoration Project (Project 6087)

Local State Federal
Agency: FEMA

5. Government involvement:

6. Site Categories: (Check as many as apply)  
Prehistoric: Archaeological site Paleontological site

Name:

Name:

In existing National Register District?  Yes No

Local Landmark? Yes No

Historic: Archaeological site Building(s) Structure(s) Object(s)
Name:

Name:

In existing National Register District?  Yes No

Local Landmark? Yes No

7. Owner(s) Name and Address:   Boulder County
PO Box 471 
Boulder, CO 80302

8. Was the site relocated? Yes No If no, why? (100% collected in previous recordings, ground disturbance, 
etc.)

9. Previous recordings:

The site recorded by Tatanka Research Inc. and Cultural Resource Historians in 1995 and then again in 2005 by 
Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department.

10. Most recent National Register Eligibility Assessment:   Eligible Not Eligible Need Data
Explain: Although the site was previously eligible in 1995 and 1999, the site was most recently recommended not

eligible.

National State None11. Listed on Register:

Date Listed:

12. Condition (describe): During ERO’s visitation, the barracks (F1) were found to be in good condition with no 
visible alterations.

13. Threats to Resource: Water Erosion Wind Erosion Grazing Neglect Vandalism
Recreation Construction Other (specify): 

14. Existing Protection: None Marked Fenced Patrolled Access controlled
Other (specify):

Comments:

(Page 1 of 2)



Cultural Resource Re-Visitation Form

Resource Number: 5BL5561 Temporary Resource Number: 6087-5BL5561

15. Recorder's Management Recommendation: No further work
The Golden Farms (5BL5BL5561) was determined officially eligible in 1999; the property was eligible under 
Criterion A for its association with the early settlement of Longmont.  However, because of ongoing demolition to 
the site the property was determined field not eligible for listing on the NRHP in 2003.  Based on this survey, there 
is no change to the 2003 eligibility recommendation because most of the structures associated with the period of 
early agriculture (Criterion A) or with the original homestead owner (Criterion B) are no longer extant, and therefore 
the site no longer maintains enough aspects of physical integrity to convey its significance.  The remaining portion 
of the barracks is not distinctive in type, period, or method of construction and is not sufficient to convey the site’s 
historical significance.  Further investigation into the area is not likely to yield significant information about the 
history of the area under Criterion D.

(Page 2 of 2)

16. Known Collections, Reports, or Interviews:

Beam, Carol
2005 5BL5561 Cultural Resource Survey Forms. On file, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Denver.

Keeley, Gail
1999 Boulder County Digital Image Library: User's Guide, July 1997 (CLG Grant 08-69-11103.15). Prepared by
Hermsen Consultants for the Colorado Department of Transportation.

McWilliams, Carl
1994 5BL5561 Cultural Resource Survey Forms. On file, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Denver.
1995 5BL5561 Cultural Resource Survey Forms. On file, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Denver
2003 Historic Resources Survey Report: Ken Pratt Boulevard Extension Longmont, Colorado. Prepared by Cultural
Resource Historians for Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department.

17. Site Description/Update:

Tatanka Research Inc. completed the original documentation for Boulder Creek Farms in 1995 (McWilliams 1995)
and Cultural Resource Historians visited the property in 2003 (McWilliams 2003).  In 1995 Tatanka Research Inc.
historians inventoried a house, outbuilding, and a set of barracks (McWilliams 1995), and in 2003 only one set of
barracks remained extant of the property (McWilliams 2003).  During ERO’s visitation, the barracks (F1) were found
to be in good condition with no visible alterations.  Rufus Rich patented the property and surrounding section in 1867;
however, it was not until 1904 that later land owners constructed the house and began to develop the property to
residential uses.  During the late 1940s and 1950s, the barracks on the property were used to house migrant farm
workers (McWilliams 1995).

18. Photograph Numbers: D3.P1020299
Digital files at: ERO Resources Corporation

19. Artifact and Field Documentation Storage Location:

ERO Resources Corp

20. Report Title:

Date: 10/28/2015

22. Recorder Affiliation:

Phone Number/Email:
ERO Resources Corporation - Denver/Durango
303.830.1188 / 970.422.2136

21. Recorder(s):

Cultural Resource Survey City of Longmont Resilient St. Vrain Project Boulder and Weld Counties, 
Colorado

A.  Sanocki

Note: Please attach a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating resource location, and

photographs.

Colorado Historical Society - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
1200 Broadway,  Denver, CO 80203

303-866-3395
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5BL5561 – Site overview, view to the northeast.   

Photo Number: D3.0298  Date: 10.28.15 
 

 
5BL5561 – Site overview, view to the west.   

Photo Number: D3.0299  Date: 10.28.15 
 



 
5BL5561 – Feature 1, bunkhouse, east and north elevations, view to the southwest.   

Photo Number: D3.0293  Date: 10.28.15 

 
5BL5561 – Feature 1, bunkhouse, west and south elevations, view to the northeast.   

Photo Number: D3.0295  Date: 10.28.15 
 



Times Call November 12, 2016 article 

The end of Boulder County’s Tanaka Farms 

A blizzard swirled into Longmont as Dick Tanaka’s then high school-age daughter 
knocked on doors, and she figured bad weather motivated her boss to pick her up 
and take her home. 

Debbie (Tanaka) Williams had been canvassing neighborhoods for a Colorado 
nonprofit foundation against big banks and other powerful special interest groups. 

“But my boss told me it was something else, something serious, and when I got home 
it was surreal,” she said. 

That afternoon in 1989, Boulder Creek Farms foreclosed on the $3 million mortgage 
Tanaka Farms held on 1,000 acres five miles south of Longmont and forced the 
family to file Chapter 11 bankruptcy and liquidate assets, according to Times-Call 
reports. 

Frank Tanaka started farming in Colorado after he immigrated from Japan in 1907. 
After his death in 1953, four of his sons — Dick, Rocky, Sam and Bobby Tanaka — 
built it into an empire that once ranked as one of the nation’s largest family-owned 
vegetable farms with 5,000-plus acres, divided roughly between family-owned and 
leased land in Boulder and Weld counties. 

Then the empire fell. 

Debbie (Tanaka) Williams, now 43, said that after the auction she and her family of 
four crowded into an aunt’s two-bedroom Longmont apartment. But by 1992, her dad 
got back to farming — the only thing he said he knew how to do, she explained. 

Dick Tanaka repaired old, broken-down equipment, borrowed money from friends, 
and secured a small bank loan before moving them out of his sister’s apartment to an 
apartment on Longs Peak Avenue in Longmont. He farmed a small plot near the 
southwest corner of East County Line Road and Colo. 119 then, and his produce sold 
well. By 1995, he successfully bid on leasing the family’s current Boulder County 
Open Space farm with some Erie acreage that closed Oct. 31 after its final season. 

On Nov. 19, the Tanakas again will sell everything. 

A vast collection of tractors, wagons, forklifts, skid-steer loaders, cultivators, trucks 
and more now line fields recently harvested of pumpkins and long leased from 



Boulder County at the southeast corner of U.S. Hwy. 287 and Colo. Hwy. 52 near 
Longmont. 

Other items — platform scales, a chili roaster, onion sorter, air compressor, drill 
press, etc. — will go on the block, too. 

Dick Tanaka got back into farming at that intersection in the mid-1990s until his 
death on June 27 at 83 of a stroke complicated by pneumonia. 

Until 2015, the family operated a market in Longmont on the east side of South Main 
Street near Quail Road, before moving it to a shed near their residence at 10760 
Mineral Road for the final harvest. They sold the usual summer vegetables along 
with 10 varieties of chili peppers, six varieties of squash, five varieties of pumpkins, 
three varieties of cabbage, American and Japanese eggplant, artichokes, beets and 
more. 

“This was our livelihood. Dick worked so hard with all of this equipment to get crops 
out of the field. Watching it go at the auction will be like losing him again,” his 
widow, Charlotte (Konishi) Tanaka, 76, said. 

Yet, the auction invites a curtain call to honor Dick Tanaka, a farmer inducted in 2013 
to the Colorado Agriculture Hall of Fame, a farmer who kept an eye on the sun rising 
all his life. 

A hardscrabble startup 
The first page of his story as the son of Japanese immigrants opens with his birth on 
Dec. 28, 1932, at the Denver Union Stockyards — the place noted on his birth 
certificate. Tragedy struck two years later when his mother died after delivering her 
ninth baby — a loss that eventually forced his father to farm out all of the children to 
Japanese friends and family. 

Poverty dogged them, Debbie (Tanaka) Williams said. 

She remembers her dad holding a .22-caliber long rifle they found in storage and 
telling her how he needed to shoot squirrels when he was just 8 years old to help feed 
all of his brothers and sisters. They also often ate soup made from the butcher’s pig 
tail scraps and crackers with jam to survive. 

“That explains why he even years later refused to eat jam. It just reminded him of 
those hard days,” she said. 

To make matters worse, as a toddler Dick Tanaka stuck his tongue in a pan of tofu 
that his mother had set out to steep in lye. Though she quickly put his whole head in 



a bucket of water, the lye burned off part of his tongue and caused him to grapple 
with a lifelong speech impediment, Charlotte Tanaka said. 

“He had a lisp. And he couldn’t pronounce ‘l’ or ‘r,’ which is why he could never 
pronounce my name,” she said. “So, he called me ‘Mom,’ and I’m not sure what he 
called me before Debbie was born. Maybe he didn’t call me by name then.” 

Charlotte Tanaka played “A Boy Named Sue” by Johnny Cash at her husband’s 
funeral because he related so much to that song — understood the hurtfulness of 
being teased for being different. 

“He was a soft-hearted man, a man very sensitive to the underdog all his life for that 
reason,” she said. 

Bright spots in Dick Tanaka’s youth included loving sports and every year playing 
three of them on teams for Erie, where he grew up in a small, two-bedroom home 
until his dad split up their farm family. 

He graduated in 1952 from Erie High School — then a one room school that included 
the lower grades at the southwest corner of Lookout Road and North 115th Street. 
Shortly thereafter, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and served from 1954 to 1956 after 
completing basic training at Fort Ord in California. He shipped out to serve in 
Germany and France. 

After that, the land called to the young man, and he put down roots to farm it in the 
Longmont area for the rest of his life. 

Dick Tanaka’s niece, Jere Fukai, of Arvada, acknowledged the hardships that marked 
so much of his early life. 

“But he endured those things with dignity,” she insisted. “He never complained or 
blamed anyone. And the whole family moved through life that way. They didn’t dwell 
on what they couldn’t change. Instead, they had faith in putting one foot in front of 
the other, in working hard, and earning things back.” 

Legacy with fellow farmers 
Over many years in the farming business, Dick Tanaka’s reputation spread to other 
farmers and wannabe farmers, Wyatt Barnes, owner of Red Wagon Organic Farm in 
Longmont, said. 

“His fields were amazing. They were perfect. Straight lines. No weeds,” he explained. 
“… Toward the end of his life, it was a little hard to talk with Dick on the phone. But 
one day I just brought my employees who wanted to get into farming over to meet 



him. I was a little worried about what he would do when we dropped in. But his face 
lit up. He was pretty happy to talk with them, pretty happy that people still wanted to 
learn more about farming and happy to share his trade secrets.” 

Another Longmont farmer, Dave Asbury of Full Circle Farm and Rocky Mountain 
Pumpkin Patch, was in his 20s loading trucks with wholesale vegetables when he met 
Dick Tanaka. 

Asbury called him “a prince of a man” for his kindness, generosity and helpfulness. 

“He was so poor as a child, and everyone knew it. Only had one pair of shoes, and yet 
he was like no one you would meet again in this lifetime,” Asbury, 57, said, pausing 
to collect himself several times. “He was just that person, someone as close to 
Buddha as you could be. … And when I met him, it was the height of the season, 
when he had everything coming in, and I was just amazed at the bounty and beauty 
of his place.” 

Juan Salomon, 61, also of Longmont, in 1978 started working as one of three 
supervisors over 120 men at Tanaka Farms during its heyday. Then, 15 forklifts 
scurried around moving pallets between warehouses and semi-truck trailers lined up 
around the clock to haul freshly picked vegetables across the country, Salomon said 
in Spanish as his wife, Margarita Salomon, 57, translated. 

Even toward the end of each harvest, crews kept busy loading 22 pallets of onions 
daily. One pallet held 25 50-pound burlap sacks, Juan Salomon said. 

“Dick sensed the soil. He loved the fields, and that love for the earth is what made it 
productive,” he continued. “He farmed by instinct, just knew the dates and the times 
to plant and pick without keeping notes.” 

The two men communicated for 16 years at work — both before and after the 
bankruptcy — through broken English and Spanish, body language, and time-tested 
trust. 

Juan Salomon believes their trust grew like the crops because of how Dick a treated 
him and fellow employees. 

“He told us to be ready to go out into the fields at midnight if need be due to frost to 
cover the onions. But he wouldn’t just stand by when that happened. He would work 
along with the men at the same pace,” he said. “And Dick took care of us with 
housing, cars, loans, meat and more.” 



Now, Juan Salomon works as a warehouse overseer for a vegetable wholesaler in 
Aurora, Margarita Salomon said. 

“But my husband had a good friendship with Dick, and he felt free and secure in that 
role because of the trust they had in each other,” she said. “Now, he feels more like a 
bird in a cage. … My husband has teary eyes talking about Dick.” 

The farmer behind the farm 
The emotional connection so many of Dick Tanaka’s employees, proteges, friends 
and family members feel toward him might be surprising given the usual Japanese-
American reserve, Charlotte Tanaka, who grew up on a dairy farm in Platteville, said. 

“In our generation, and in past generations, emotions didn’t come into the picture for 
the Japanese. I was taught not to cry or hug or kiss. Generally, we were very reserved 
— never even held hands in public,” she said. “But Dick was not like that.” 

Their older sisters set them up, and they watched the Clint Eastwood western, “Paint 
Your Wagon,” at a Denver drive-in movie theater on their first date. 

Three months later, on their Jan. 11, 1970, wedding day, she and 200 guests waited 20 
minutes for both the groom and the reverend at what is now the Tri-State/Denver 
Buddhist Temple. 

“I was so nervous. And I had no idea where they were. For all I knew, Dick was being 
consoled by the reverend,” she said, chuckling. 

Instead, Dick Tanaka — ever passionate about sports — and the reverend arrived late 
after together watching the final quarter of Super Bowl IV between the Kansas City 
Chiefs and the Minnesota Vikings as televised live from New Orleans. 

Then, the groom in his tux could move on to marry her. 

They began their life together as a farming family by touring onion fields in 
Oklahoma on their honeymoon, she said. 

They brought up two children, Debbie (Tanaka) Williams and Wayne Tanaka, 41, 
who now lives in Long Beach, Calif. Their daughter and her husband, Rory Williams, 
44, live in Erie with their two children, Robert, 9, and Grace, 6. 

Tanaka farm equipment auction 
What: Farm equipment auction of Dick Tanaka Estate hosted by Greeley-based Kreps 
Wiedeman Auctioneers & Real Estate Inc. 
Where: 10760 Mineral Road (southeast corner of U.S. 287 and Colo. 52), Longmont 



When: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily preview starting Wednesday. Auction starts at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday 
To view auction items online, visit http://www.k-wauctions.com/myweb/Tanaka.htm 

Neither of the Tanaka children as adults went into farming. 

But Debbie (Tanaka) Williams remembers the boom time before the bankruptcy 
forced the family to sell their corn picker. 

“The corn picker then looked like it had giant teeth. And when we rode on it, it was 
like it gobbled up the corn to fill our wagon, and then it left the field shaved down to 
the stubble to be ready for the next year,” she said. “The harvest fascinated us as 
kids.” 

Charlotte Tanaka said that her husband’s many years of such hands-on labor brought 
arthritis to those joints prematurely. 

Even as a newlywed, she remembers tightening bolts for him on equipment because 
he couldn’t close his hands fully. Buttoning shirts eventually became impossible, too, 
and he wore shirts with snap buttons and high-top pull-on Red Wing boots in middle 
age for that reason. 

Yet, he never got too old or uninspired to drive his pickup truck out to the fields to 
squat down and sit on his heels. He tickled the land then, dusted it off with his right 
index finger. 

Many people who knew him, in their mind’s eye, still see him this way. 

“He would spend hours out there doing that in the spring, especially when the seeds 
hadn’t broken ground when they were supposed to,” Charlotte Tanaka said. “And 
when he found them growing, he would say, ‘There’s hope!’ He always said that. 
‘There’s hope.'” 

Pam Mellskog can be reached at p.mellskog@gmail.com or at 303-746-0942. 
 

http://www.k-wauctions.com/myweb/Tanaka.htm
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