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In 2009, the Boulder County Board of County Commissioners approved a Community Forestry 

Sort Yard (CFSY) on Ridge Road to serve the Nederland area.  The original sort yard approval 

was in response to the mountain pine beetle and Ips beetle epidemic that was taking place at that 

time.  The approval was valid for a three-year period, and the use was reviewed and re-approved in 

2014 and 2017.  In years since the original approval, the majority of materials received at the sort 

yard has shifted from those generated by pest issues to those generated by wildfire mitigation 

efforts.  The popularity of the sort yard since its creation has proven the need for a publicly-

accessible facility where forestry materials may be brought for processing.  This has been essential 

in advancing county programs in forest insect/disease control and wildfire mitigation.  

Additionally, materials processed at the yard are utilized as a biomass heating fuel source by 

county facilities.  For of these reasons, the sort yard has proven to be an important and beneficial 

asset to Boulder County and residents of the Nederland area.   

Site improvements required in the 2009 approval were installed for the initial 2010 season. These 

included gating and fencing, an access drive built to county standards, internal circulation, and a 

storage shed.  Electricity was later added on the site, allowing for the placement of a security light 

near the entrance of the site and providing electrical access for the workers on site.  

The CFSY has operated annually between the months of April and October since 2010.  

Originally, sort yard operations were split between the Allenspark sort yard and the Ridge Road 

facility, with each generally operating during periods when the other was not.  The popularity of 

the facilities has led to both sites being open throughout the April – November season. 

Some changes to the operation have occurred since the original approval.  The county initially 

operated an air-curtain burner on the site to process materials. This burner unit used an ember 

screen but was subject to a number of operating restrictions to reduce fire hazards, based on 

meteorological conditions such as wind.  Because there were numerous periods when the air 

curtain burner could not be operated, the county discontinued its use and no longer owns the 

equipment.  A mobile grinder was purchased in 2013, allowing the county to produce biomass that 

could be used for heating and compost. The proposed primary method for processing materials on 

site continues to be the grinder unit, however, the applicant would like to maintain the option of an 

air-curtain burner on the site if desired in the future.   
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In addition to operations during the April – November season, there is occasionally need to store 

and/or process materials during the winter months. For instance, a spike in wood volume that 

could be processed and stored for use in biomass heating facilities at county facilities occurred 

after the Cold Spring Fire.  Providing a Christmas tree drop-off facility for area residents is 

another need during the current off-season. 

 

Two of the primary concerns at the time of the original approval were potential impacts from 

traffic and noise.  At each of the prior approvals, the applicant committed to continued monitoring 

of traffic and noise impacts.  Monitoring has taken place throughout the periods of operation over 

the succeeding years, and the applicant has provided those results for review. 

 

The Applicant proposed and was granted approval for the extension of the operating season of the 

facility through Docket LU-19-0041: Parks and Open Space Forestry Processing and Sort Yard. 

The approval was conditioned per Resolution 2020-26 (Attachment A). The approval states that, 

prior to any use beyond the 2022 operating season “the Board must review the facility to ensure 

the requirements and conditions continue to be met and determine if the facility continues to be 

needed by the community. During the three-year review, the Board may set such additional terms 

and conditions necessary for continued compliance with the Code or determine that operation of 

the facility shall cease.” 

 

The Applicants are seeking approval for a further 3-year period for operating years 2023 

(retroactive), 2024, and 2025. The Applicants are not proposing any other modification to their 

hours or operations. 

 

The Applicants have provided a report of the Sort Yard Activities (Attachment B). Neither 

Boulder County Parks and Open Space nor Community Planning and Permitting have received 

any complaints from or conflicts with neighbors. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff finds that this proposal has satisfied the required criteria, and therefore recommends the 

Board of County Commissioners renew the approval of Docket LU-19-0041: Parks & Open Space 

Nederland Forestry Processing and Sort Yard, subject to the conditions Resolution 2020-26, with 

the following revision: 

 

1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 4-505.5.e, the facility is approved for operation for a 

minimum period of three years (2023, 2024, and 2025 operating seasons).  Prior to any use of the 

facility beyond the 2025 operating season, the facility must be reviewed by the BOCC to ensure 

that requirements and conditions continue to be met and to determine if the facility continues to be 

needed by the community.  During the three-year review, the BOCC may set such additional terms 

and conditions as may be necessary for continued compliance of the Boulder County Land Use 

Code, or determine that operation of the facility shall cease. 
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 RESOLUTION 2020-26 

 

A resolution conditionally approving Boulder County Land Use Docket  

LU-19-0041: Parks and Open Space Nederland Forestry Processing and Sort Yard 

 

 

Recitals 

 

A. Boulder County Parks and Open Space (the “Applicant”), applied to Boulder County for 

Limited Impact Special Use Review under Article 4-600 of the Boulder County Land Use Code 

(the “Code”) for re-approval of the existing sort yard originally approved as Docket LU-09-0010 

and last approved as LU-16-0041. 

 

B. The subject property is located at 291 Ridge Road, approximately 1,700 feet east of its 

intersection with State Highway 72, in Section 12, Township 1 South, Range 73 W, in a Forestry 

zoning district in unincorporated Boulder County.   

 

C. In 2009, the Boulder County Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) approved a 

Community Forestry Sort Yard (“CFSY”) on Ridge Road to serve the Nederland area. The 

original sort yard approval was in response to the mountain pine beetle and ips beetle epidemic 

taking place at that time. The approval was valid for a three-year period, and the use was 

reviewed and re-approved in 2014 and 2017. In years since the original approval, the majority of 

materials received at the sort yard has shifted from those generated by pest issues to those 

generated by wildfire mitigation efforts. The popularity of the sort yard since its creation has 

proven the need for a publicly-accessible facility where forestry materials may be brought for 

processing. This has been essential in advancing county programs in forest insect/disease control 

and wildfire mitigation. Additionally, materials processed at the yard are utilized as a biomass 

heating fuel source by county facilities. For of these reasons, the sort yard has proven to be an 

important and beneficial asset to Boulder County and residents of the Nederland area. 

 

D. Site improvements required in the 2009 approval were installed for the initial 2010 

season. These included gating and fencing, an access drive built to county standards, internal 

circulation, and a storage shed. Electricity was later added on the site, allowing for the placement 

of a security light near the entrance of the site and providing electrical access for the workers on 

site. 

 

E. The CFSY has operated annually between the months of April and October since 2010. 

Originally, sort yard operations were split between the Allenspark sort yard and the Ridge Road 

facility, with each generally operating during periods when the other was not. The popularity of 

the facilities has led to both sites being open from April through November. 
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F. Some changes to the operation have occurred since the original approval. The county 

initially operated an air-curtain burner on the site to process materials. This burner unit used an 

ember screen but was subject to a number of operating restrictions to reduce fire hazards, based 

on meteorological conditions such as wind. Because there were numerous periods when the air 

curtain burner could not be operated, the county discontinued its use and no longer owns the 

equipment. A mobile grinder was purchased in 2013, allowing the county to produce biomass 

that could be used for heating and compost. The proposed primary method for processing 

materials on site continues to be the grinder unit. However, the Applicant would like to maintain 

the option of an air-curtain burner on the site if desired in the future. 
 

G. During operations, staff regularly grinds slash piles to process and remove the material in 

a very short time-frame, and with minimal restrictions; when grinding slash material there is a 

60% reduction of volume which helps decrease transportation costs. A semi-truck can hold up to 

120 cubic yards of ground slash, and up to four truckloads can be processed in a day. Typically, a 

minimum of two loads are ground at a time to limit the number of grinding days and minimize 

noise. 

 

H. In addition to operations during the April – November season, there is occasionally the 

need to store and/or process materials during the winter months. For instance, a spike in wood 

volume that could be processed and stored for use in biomass heating facilities at county facilities 

occurred after the Cold Spring Fire. Providing a Christmas tree drop-off facility for area residents 

is another need during the current off-season. 

 

I. Two of the primary concerns at the time of the original approval were potential impacts 

from traffic and noise. At each of the prior approvals, the Applicant committed to continued 

monitoring of traffic and noise impacts. Monitoring has taken place throughout the periods of 

operation over the succeeding years, and the Applicant has provided those results for review. 
 

J. While this application does not seek to change the primary characteristics of the use from 

the previous approvals, the Applicant proposes to extend the season that the facility operates. The 

Applicant would like to extend operations to be open during the months of December through 

March. The Applicant proposes that the facility be open for material storage and processing by 

staff on Monday through Saturday, and that the facility be open to the public on Fridays and 

Saturdays. As with current operations, the facility will only be open for an 8-hour period between 

7:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., and grinding operations may only occur between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 

p.m. 

 

K. The above-described request was processed and reviewed as Boulder County Land Use 

Docket LU-19-0041 (the “Docket”), as further described in the memorandum and written 

recommendation to the Board by Boulder County Community Planning & Permitting Department 

(formerly the Land Use Department) planning staff dated February 27, 2020, together with its 
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attachments (the “Staff Recommendation”). The Staff Recommendation found that the Docket 

could meet the criteria for approval with recommended conditions, and therefore, recommended 

that the Board conditionally approve the Docket. 

 

L. At a public hearing on the Docket held February 27, 2020 (the “Public Hearing”), as 

further reflected in the official record of the Public Hearing, the Board considered the Staff 

Recommendation, as well as documents and testimony presented by County Community 

Planning & Permitting Department planning staff. The Board also heard testimony from County 

Parks and Open Space Department staff Wayne Harrington and Stefan Reinold on behalf of the 

Applicant. No members of the public spoke at the Public Hearing.  

 

M. Based on the Public Hearing, the Board finds that the Docket meets the criteria for 

Limited Impact Special Use approval for a Forestry Processing and Sort Yard as set forth in 

Articles 4-601 and 4-505.B of the Code, subject to the conditions stated below. 

 

N. Therefore, the Docket can be approved, subject to the conditions stated below. 

 

Therefore, the Board resolves: 

 

Docket LU-19-0041 is approved on the basis and terms set forth in this Resolution, above, and 

subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 4-505.5.e of the Code, the facility is 

approved for operation for a minimum period of three years (2020, 2021, and 2022 operating 

seasons). Prior to any use of the facility beyond the 2022 operating season, the Board must 

review the facility to ensure that requirements and conditions continue to be met and to 

determine if the facility continues to be needed by the community. During the three-year review, 

the Board may set such additional terms and conditions necessary for continued compliance with 

the Code or determine that operation of the facility shall cease. 

 

2.  From April to November, the facility may be open to the public for an 8-hour period 

between 7:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 

 

3. From December to March, the facility may be open to the public for an 8-hour period 

between 7:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays only. The facility may be utilized by 

county staff only, not open to the public, during the same hours, Monday through Thursday. 

 

4. Operation of the grinder shall occur only between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
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5. If an air curtain burner or similar burning unit is utilized on the site, it may only be 

operated between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., and must be operated within the following 

parameters: 

 

a. Nederland Fire Protection District must be allowed to inspect the unit and must be 

notified at the commencement and cessation of use. 

 

b. The burner unit must be located at least 500 feet from the nearest occupied structure 

and at least 100 feet from the edge of the forested area during operation. 

 

c. Wildfire suppression apparatus must be on site at all times during burner operation. 

 

d. The burner unit may not be used during red flag warnings or when not exempted 

during fire restrictions. 

 

e. An ember screen will be placed on the unit when not in use and at any time that the 

unit is operated when winds are in excess of 15 miles per hour. 

 

6. The sound levels generated at the facility are acceptable, subject to the limitations on 

operating hours cited above. A sound level meter shall be used to periodically measure, at each 

property line, the noise level generated at the facility while the loudest machinery is in use. This 

information shall be submitted with the application materials at the three-year review. 

 

7. The sort yard shall be limited to a maximum size of three acres, the approximate size of 

the facility at the time of this approval. If the Applicant intends to expand the facility, 

Community Planning & Permitting Department staff will need to determine whether the request 

is a minor or major modification to this review and approval. 

 

8. Maintenance of all aspects of the site must continue as necessary, including but not 

limited to vegetative screening, the access drive, fencing, and erosion control measures. 

 

9. Upon permanent cessation of this use, site restoration, revegetation, and weed 

management shall occur as outlined in the application materials to ensure that the facility does 

not have a long-term negative impact on the land. 

 

10. The Applicant shall be subject to the terms, conditions, and commitments of record in the 

file for Docket LU-19-0041: Parks and Open Space Forestry Processing and Sort Yard. 

 

[Signature Page to Follow] 
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A motion to approve the Docket was made by Commissioner Matt Jones, seconded by 

Commissioner Elise Jones, and passed by a 3-0 vote.   

 

ADOPTED as a final decision of the Board on this ______ day of ____________ 2020. 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF BOULDER COUNTY: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Deb Gardner, Chair 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Matt Jones, Vice Chair 

                                       

 

_____________________________  

       Elise Jones, Commissioner 

                                     

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 
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Limited Impact/Special Review Application Narrative 
August 30, 2023 
 
Ridge Road Community Forestry Sort Yard 
 
I. RESOLUTION 2023 
 
Resolution 2009-35, which was approved by the BOCC on February 24, 2009, provides 
authorization for the creation of a Community Forestry Sort Yard also known as a Forestry 
Processing Sort Yard: 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING BOULDER COUNTY LAND USE DOCKET #DC-08-
003: PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 4-504 OF THE BOULDER 
COUNTY LAND USE CODE, TO ADD A NEW FORESTRY USE ENTITLED 
“FORESTRY PROCESSING AND SORT YARD” (See Appendix A for full language.) 
 
The Resolution was renewed in 2013, and the Resolution was temporarily (yearly basis) 
modified in 2014 and 2015 to allow for the storage and processing of slash and biomass 
material beyond the November yard closure through the May opening.  In 2016 the original 
Resolution through LU Docket 16-0041 was approved by the BOCC along with a formal 
approval of the time extension of storage and processing with Resolution 2017-42 (Appendix 
A). 
 
II. Description of the Need 
 
There is a continued need for forest management and wildfire mitigation projects in Boulder 
County.  Forest managers and communities are actively pursuing wildfire mitigation fuel 
reduction projects and ecosystem restoration projects in an attempt to increase forest health 
and reduce susceptibility to stand-replacing wildfires.   
 
Forest management activities have drastically increased the amount of forest biomass that is 
being removed from forested landscapes.  The majority of woody biomass is too small for 
traditional sawmill operations and/or small-diameter mill locations are too far away to feasibly 
transport products.  In addition to regular biomass disposal problems, bark beetle infested trees 
have certain disposal requirements to prevent further spread of the beetles.  To effectively 
utilize small diameter material and biomass, collection sites are critical in order to 
economically sort, dispense, and treat this material. Treating mountain pine beetle infested 
material can be expensive, labor intensive, and time consuming especially in large quantities.  
Removal of material offsite is expensive to transport and to dispose.  
 
Boulder County, in an effort to help private landowners dispose of slash and woody biomass, 
purchased a mobile grinder to increase capacity at the site in 2013. This has allowed us to use 
the biomass for heating, compost, bio-char, etc. Boulder County no longer owns an air-curtain 
burner.  We had found that the air-curtain burner couldn’t meet the demand for the volume of 
wood coming into these sites.  The air curtain burner could also not be used when there were 



county burn bans in place, or during conditions outside our standard operating guidelines for 
environmental conditions. We would however like to keep the air-curtain burner as an option 
for future use. We regularly grind slash piles to process and remove the material in a very short 
time-frame, and with minimal restrictions. When grinding slash material we have a 60% 
reduction of volume which helps decrease transportation costs. A semi-truck can hold up to 
120 yd3 of ground slash and we can grind up to 4 truckloads in a day. Typically, we will grind 
only two loads to limit the number of grinding days while also minimizing noise disturbance 
duration for neighbors. 
 
In addition to grinding slash, there is a need to store material and occasionally process this 
material during the winter months.  Usable material from forestry operations can be stored for 
future use.  An example would be the storage of material that can be used in our biomass 
heating facilities located at the Boulder County Jail and the Open Space and Transportation 
Complex (OSTC). 
 
III. Definition of Woody Biomass Sort Yard/Collection Site 
 
Community Forestry Sort Yards (CFSY) are designated areas with the goal of improving 
utilization, quality, and distribution of forest products or efficient disposal of unusable 
material.  These sort yards are primarily for small-diameter material generated from forest 
management activities on private lands.  Material will be sorted and processed for highest 
current value, including products such as poles, rails, posts, logs, firewood, mulch, or biomass 
energy.  In addition, a major objective for these sort yards is to provide areas to collect post 
infested trees as well as slash with various approved on-site disposal and mechanical treatment 
options.  These sites were proposed to be temporary, but with increased emphasis by the county 
on homeowner’s forest management, we now propose to keep this CSFY open for the 
foreseeable future.   Equipment that could be utilized on site or in conjunction with the project 
may include: air curtain burners, mobile biochar unit, grinders, wood chippers, log handling 
and processing equipment, and transport trucks and trailers. 
 
IV. Description of Activities 
 
A. Approved change in processing material at the site from Resolution 2017-42. 
Currently the CFSY may be open to the public Monday- Saturday from April through 
November. The hours of operation can be from 7:00am to 6:30pm, the yard can be open to the 
public for 8 hours within this time frame.  
 
We request to have the flexibility of operating the Nederland CFSY from December through 
March on a limited schedule of Friday and Saturday only from 7:00am to 6:30pm, of which 
the yard will be open during eight hours to the public.  During the two years after a major fire, 
insect and disease outbreak, or tree loss event in the Nederland area we would like to have the 
ability to offer the community these extended drop off times. 
 
Parks and Open Space may need to store woody biomass on site from December through 
March with the flexibility to process woody biomass Monday- Saturday from 7:00am to 
6:30pm. Actual grinder processing is restricted from 8:00am to 5:00pm to minimize noise.  
This corresponds to fuels reduction projects in the area, where we want to wait and utilize the 
material for its highest valued use, such as biomass for the heating facilities or fence posts for 
fence construction. There were modifications to the original LISR document for the 2014 and 



2015 to allow this activity. By expanding the non-public hours, Resolution 2017-42 gives 
flexibility to process material in an efficient manner during this time frame. 
 
Boulder County is also interested in purchasing a mobile biochar unit; this unit would be used 
to reduce the cost of operations of the CFSY. The mobile unit would convert slash mulch to 
biochar, which would further reduce the volume and weight, turning the mulch into a product.  
The biochar will be cooled in the processing units and the final product will be stored in barrels. 
If Boulder County operates a mobile biochar unit at this yard; the mobile biochar unit would 
operate under similar guidelines as the Air Curtain Burner (ACB) (See Section H Below), and 
will follow all federal, state, and county regulations for safety and pollution. 
 
B.  Description of Site 
The Ridge Road property is 36.32 acres of land (Appendix B Parcel Report and Appendix 
C Location, Vicinity, and Site-Specific Aerial Maps) located in SE ¼ of S 12, T1S, R73W, 
approximately 1 mile NE of the Town of Nederland.  Ridge Road is a paved road off of 
Highway 72.  This parcel was obtained through an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 
between Boulder County and the Town of Nederland as a part of the Mud Lake Open Space 
acquisition; it was not purchased with open space tax dollars.  The site includes an existing 
industrial use in the form of a bus barn, is across the street from the County Road Maintenance 
yard, and near the USFS field station, the Nederland Recycling Facility and regional CDOT 
maintenance facility.  There are residences located adjacent to this site, with the closest being 
approximately 825 feet from the northeast corner of the parcel. 
 
Wildlife Specialists and Resource Planners with the Boulder County Parks and Open Space 
Department also reviewed the Ridge Road site in 2009 to assess the potential impact of the 
CFSY on this parcel.   The following items were noted in their comments:  
 

• The proposed Ridge Road parcel is at 8,440 feet and is composed of a mixed conifer 
stand, lodgepole pine (dominant species) and ponderosa pine.  It also contains an 
isolated one-acre patch of aspen located in the middle of the parcel.  

• Although there is a human presence on the site (social trails), there are signs of wildlife 
use; specifically signs of deer, elk, snowshoe hare, coyote and pine squirrel. 
Additionally, black-capped chickadees, a downy woodpecker, and a northern goshawk 
were observed.  The Ridge Road parcel contains suitable foraging habitat for goshawks 
and there are known nearby nesting territories.  But based on the forest structure and 
aspect of the site, no suitable areas for a goshawk-nesting stand exist. 

• Wildlife habitat at the Ridge Road site is already heavily impacted due to its proximity 
to permanently developed industrial sites, local homes and subdivisions, and Highway 
72. Additionally, the site is directly encircled by roads and surrounded on three sides 
by privately owned land. Its eastern side borders an isolated, 23-acre parcel of USFS 
land. 

• Under the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, the Ridge Road site is designated as 
Open Roadside Corridor (Peak-to-Peak Highway) and contains a small aspen patch and 
a wetland area that should be avoided. (Appendix C Comprehensive Plan Map)   

• The topography of the site is relatively flat. 
• Moose have now been observed within the site during operations and during closures 

by the site staff and game/security cameras. 
 



The Community Forestry Sort Yard is located on a maximum of 5 acres (current footprint is 
under 3 acre) within the Ridge Road property.  The site is cleared of vegetation for fire safety 
and to accommodate adequate vehicular circulation as well as storage of biomass for burning 
or grinding. During construction, we installed all necessary erosion control structures in 
accordance with state permits.  We have also maintained long-term erosion control measures 
around portions of the perimeter as dirt berms.  We have checked these twice monthly during 
site operation to assure they are effectively controlling any site run-off.  They have effectively 
controlled site run-off per our observations during and after precipitation events the past few 
years.   
 
C. Road Access and Interior Circulation 
See the Site Plans (Appendix D) and the Vicinity and Site-Specific Aerial Maps (Appendix 
C) for the location of the access point that will allow the public to access the site.  It is located 
over 150 feet from the nearest intersection (for the County’s road maintenance yard).   It is not 
directly north of that intersection due to the topography of the site. 
 
The site access is aligned perpendicular to Ridge Road for safe ingress and egress. Vegetation 
has been cleared to accommodate site distance as specified in the Boulder County Road 
Standards and Specifications for a 25 mph design speed.  This work was completed in 2009 
and is currently maintained by POS working with the road district.  The speed limit on this 
access road is 10 mph. 
 
There is a concrete apron at the entry that is a minimum of 6 inches thick and 10 feet long that 
abuts the existing asphalt roadway.  This concrete pan allows proper drainage alongside Ridge 
Road and it has minimized road base migration onto Ridge Road.  Beyond the apron, we have 
stabilized the 40 additional feet of the entry with road base.   
 
We have created and effectively used two natural surface interior circulation routes for small 
vehicles and large trucks.  These routes have adequate turning radiuses, so vehicles can safely 
and effectively move through the site (Appendix D).  The native soil on the site is decomposed 
granite that has good infiltration. The site is relatively flat; however we did grade the 
circulation routes for proper drainage during construction. This design has worked well the 
past few seasons with no issues.   
 
D. Season and Hours of Operation 
This CFSY may be open to the public Monday- Saturday from April through November. The 
hours of operation are from 7:00am to 6:30pm, with approximately 8 hours within this time 
frame the yard is open to the public.  
 
E. Signs, Barriers and Traffic Flow 
Boulder County Parks and Open Space (BCPOS), in order to ensure a safe perimeter around 
an air curtain burner or biochar machine, will provide and maintain all signs and barriers.  In 
the past, barriers have been used around the air curtain burner and other processing areas to 
keep the public at an established safe distance. Staff also manages public access to maintain a 
safe environment.  Designated drop-off areas are indicated and staff directs people to these to 
insure an orderly, organized site and facilitate efficiency.  In addition, security measures, such 
as a locked gate and fencing, have been in place to ensure safety and security for people and 
machinery when sites are closed. The gate has been located at the end of the road base area of 
the entry to allow safe pull-off from Ridge Road. Fencing links the gate to the forest edge to 



prevent cars from circumventing the gate.  Boulder County Sheriff’s Office deputies and 
BCPOS Rangers are notified when the site is in use as well as hours of operation and closure 
in order to facilitate patrol. We have also installed a motion detected security camera at the 
site. See Site Plan (Appendix D) for more detail.   
 
F. Staff 
Employees of, or contractors supervised by, BCPOS are in charge of the site.  A minimum of 
one fully trained site operator is on site during operational hours.  Boulder County is 
responsible for safety, security, operations, logistics, and public interaction.   
 
G. Equipment 
Equipment that could be used on site or in conjunction with the project may include: air curtain 
burners, mobile biochar units, grinders, wood chippers, log handling and processing 
equipment, and transport trucks and trailers.  If Boulder County operates a mobile biochar unit 
at this yard, the mobile biochar unit would operate under similar guidelines as the ACB, and 
will follow all federal, state, and county regulations for safety and pollution. 
 
H. Air Curtain Burner/Mobile Biochar Standard Operating Guidelines  
The Air Curtain Burner (ACB) has been used on site to dispose of wood and slash. The ACB 
is operated at a distance of at least 500 feet from the nearest occupied structure. The ACB is 
located at least 100 feet from the forest clearing. Wildland fire suppression apparatus is on site 
at all times during the operation of the air curtain burner.  We have changed the type of 
apparatus on the site. We have connected to Nederland’s water hydrant which has allows us to 
maintain a hose lay around the perimeter with water that is supplied by Nederland.  This 
provides more water to suppress fire if needed and removed the need for a fire engine on site.  
No ACB operations will take place during red flag days or when not exempted during fire 
restrictions.  The site manager has developed more detailed guidelines for temperature, relative 
humidity and wind that help guide operations on a daily basis during normal conditions.  The 
ACB will be covered with the ember screen (which prohibits sparks from escaping) when 
sustained wind speeds reach 15 mph and at the conclusion of each operational period (day). 
Boulder County no longer owns an ACB, but would like to keep the flexibility of using an 
ACB.  
 
If a Mobile Biochar piece of equipment is added, it is anticipated that the above guidelines for 
the ACB will be followed. Procedures and guidelines will be developed prior to use and will 
follow all federal, state, and county regulations. 
 
I. Excess material 
In the event of excess infested material on site during established MPB flight time, methods 
other than the ACB may be used such as chippers, grinders, de-barkers, and subsequent 
transportation off-site to insure that infested material does not reside at the site for more than 
one (1) operational period. Material that is not infested or under quarantine and meets the sort 
yard standards for merchantability will be transported off site as needed.   
 
J. Screening and Landscaping 
The site will be no more than 5 acres of cleared land (currently the yard site is under 3 acres), 
located at least 100 feet from Ridge Road.  It has been screened from the road with existing 
trees about 50 feet in width.  This screening buffer has seen some mortality in the lodgepole 
pine due to mistletoe and insect activity.  There are also ponderosa pine and aspen trees within 



the buffer.  The lodgepole pine will continue to degrade within the buffer, so we would like to 
manage the buffer to eliminate the lodgepole pine and increase the aspen to replace it.  An 
increase in conditions for successful aspen regeneration will require removal of the canopy of 
the existing lodgepole within the buffer.  Immediately after treatment, we will have a 
significant reduction in tree density within the buffer, but within 2-5 years, aspen tree density 
will most likely be higher than the original lodgepole pine density.  If we do not manage this 
buffer, the lodgepole will continue to die leaving many dead hazardous snags to remove.  Since 
the site is currently forested, there is no landscaping plan.  Site access from Ridge Road is 
cleared to meet transportation safety standards, and no additional vegetation will be planted.  
In our original LISR, we stated “ in the event that mountain pine beetle destroys the trees 
providing the screening, the County will encourage natural aspen and shrub regeneration to 
provide the screening benefit”, however the current and expected mortality in the buffer will 
require management.    
 
K. Buildings 
The County has located a portable shed on site for the site supervisor and staff to escape from 
dangerous weather, including lightning and snow.  The shed also allows staff to store tools and 
equipment on site and secured. The portable office is a shed, similar in nature to the shelter 
provided by Land Use at the Recycling Drop-Off facilities in the County.  A drawing with 
measurements of the portable shed is found in Appendix E.  The portable shed is on skids to 
facilitate moving the building.  Parks and Open Space submitted and received an additional 
building permit for this portable shed in 2009.  
 
L. Noise 
By locating the operation within the forest with a 100 foot buffer from Ridge Road to the south 
and the bus barn, and a much greater distance from the east and north sides of the property, we 
will be using the existing vegetation to buffer noise.  Our observations over the past few 
seasons verify that noise has been kept to a minimum.  We have included a map with data 
points where sound was collected, a table that provides the data from each point and a chart 
that shows average sounds.  These are included in Appendix F. The data was collected during 
grinding operations with different types of grinders on site at different distances and locations 
from the actual operation.  This data represents the worst-case scenario, as regular day to day 
operations do not create the sound that is generated during grinding operations.   
 
M. Site Use and Trips per Day 
There is one access point that serves as ingress and egress to the site. All trees and shrubs are 
removed, and the entry is compacted for an all-weather surface. That number of trips was about 
50 per day average, and we have been over 40 for the past two years. The traffic summary in 
Appendix G has the traffic counts per year for 2019 through 2022. Appendix H has the origin 
of material maps from 2019 through 2022. 
 
N. Electricity, Restrooms and Water 
In the original LISR, we did not anticipate the need for electricity.  We recognized that 
electricity was needed for computers, telephone connections and lights. We put in one line on 
one power pole to give us better lighting at night to discourage illegal dumping.  We do not 
have running water or restrooms on the site, and will not install either.  We have been putting 
a port-o-potty on site for staff to use for restrooms. This allows staff to stay on site during 
operations.  This service has included regularly scheduled cleanings.  We still have access to 
the county transportation shop across the street for restrooms as an additional measure if 



needed. We did improve the fire suppression capability with the addition of City of Nederland 
water at the hydrant.  We were able to change the the security light to low emissions. 
 
O. Emergency Response 
In the event of an emergency, we will rely on the Town of Nederland Police and the Nederland 
Fire Department.  BCPOS has a ranger stationed as a caretaker at Caribou Ranch therefore her 
services will also be available through dispatch.  This site is located only 1 mile from the Town 
of Nederland and is easily accessible for emergency response.  We also jointly manage fire on 
open space with the sheriff’s office.  The joint program has a Fire Management Officer (FMO) 
and associated initial and extended attack crew that responds to fire incidents on open space.  
We would work jointly with Nederland Fire Protection District for initial attack operations, 
and would have the Sheriff’s Office manage an extended attack.   
 
Q. Training 
Due to the continued success of the site, we have received increased requests to hold forest and 
fire related trainings and/or meetings at the site.  Trainings and meetings have been tailored to 
the private landowner and community to help educate them on actions landowners can take on 
their properties. Anticipated future trainings include tree felling and removal, slash 
management techniques, mistletoe management, forest and fire field inventories, etc.  These 
would most likely be joint trainings with agencies such as the Colorado State Forest Service 
(CSFS), Boulder County Land Use, and the Boulder County Sheriff’s Office.  We would like 
to continue to hold these types of events when needed, even if it is outside the yard’s normal 
operating schedule (although within the approved 7:00am to 6:30pm window). 
 
R. Site Restoration 
At the end of the specified use of the site as a Community Forestry Sort Yard, Boulder County 
Parks and Open Space will reclaim the site.  The compacted soil will be ripped to relieve the 
compaction.  Soil amendments may be added if needed.  The area will be reseeded using the 
following seed mix and BCPOS will manage noxious weeds on the site.  
 

          

  
Ridge Road Community Forestry Sort Yard Site 
Seed Mix     

          

Common Name Latin name Variety % of mix PLS/Acre 
Canada Wildrye Elymus canadensis VNS 15 3.40  
Squirrel Tail Elymus elymoides  VNS 25 3.41  
Thickspike Wheatgrass Elymus lanceolatus Critana 11 1.87  
Slender Wheatgrass Elymus trachycaulus San Luis 11 1.81  
Rocky Mtn. Fescue Festuca saximontana VNS 11 0.22  
Junegrass Koeleria macrantha Native 15 0.17  
Yarrow  Achillea millefolium Mud Lake Collection* 3 0.03  
Fringed Sage Artemesia frigida VNS 4 0.02  
Lousiana Sage Artemesia ludoviciana VNS 2 0.01  
Sulphur Flower Eriogonum umbellatum Mud Lake Collection* 3 0.37  
Totals     100.00 11.31 
Rate is for drilled seed.  Double rate for broadcast. 200   
*Denotes seed from BCPOS/WRV seed collections.     



 
After seeding, the site will be mulched to provide moisture retention for improved seed 
germination.  Boulder County POS will manage for weeds annually on the site for 5 years after 
reseeding and as needed thereafter.  

 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix A – Resolution 2009-35 and Resolution 2020-26 
Appendix B – Parcel Report 
Appendix C – Vicinity, Location, Site-Specific Aerial, and Comprehensive Plan Maps 
Appendix D – Site Plans/Grinding Operations or ACB/Biochar Operations 
Appendix E – Shed Building Plan 
Appendix F – Sound Data and Map 
Appendix G – Traffic Data and Report 
Appendix H – Maps of Sort Yard User Material Origination  
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BOAR OF COUNTY COMMSSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM

August 4, 2009 - 4:30 PM

Hearing Room, Thid Floor, County Courthouse, Boulder

PUBLIC HEARG

STAF PLANR: Hanah Hippely

Docket LU-09-0010: BOULDER COUNY Forestry Processing and Sort Yard
Limted Impact Special.Review

Request: A Limited Impact Special Review for a Forestr Processing and Sort
Yard.
At 291 Ridge Road, nort of and adjacent to Ridge Road approximately
0.15 mileseast of Highway 72 (peak to Peak Highway) in the SE1I4 of
Section 12, Township is, Rage 73W. _
Forestr (F)
Therese, _~lowacki, Boulder County Parks and Open Space

Location:

Zoning:
Applicant:

-;

RECOMMNDATION: --
S~ff recommends approval, subject to conditions.

DISCUSSION:

The forests of Boulder CountY require routie forest management and wildfie mitigation projects to
support forest health and reduce wilClfie hazad; however, the tree mortlity resultig from the

curent Mountain Pine Beetle epidemic has increased the need for forest management activities. Ths
activity has resulted in a drarttic increase in the amount of woody biomass that is being removed
from forested landscapes. The majority of ths biomass is not suitable for sawmlls and/or the small
diameter sawmlls are too far away to trsport the material to. Additionally, infested trees require
cerin disposal methods to help reduce the spread of the beetles. In an effort to' aid landowners in
their forest management efforts, Boulder County has purchased an air curin burer (ACB) to
dispose of biomass materals that, once removed from a propert, are otherse difficult for residents
to dispose of

Ths application proposes a Forestr Processing and Sort Yard use under Section 4-504.B of the
County Land Use Code, in order to locate the ACB and its associated activities at a close enough
proximty that the forest management efforts of Boulder County residents may be supported. The
Ridge Road propert is 36.32:'acre parcel owned by Boulder County; the Applicant indicates that a
maximum of five acres may be cleared for the proposed use. The initial size of the clearing is
expected to be approximately 2.5 acres; however, if demand requires a larger clearng for the facility,

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner
i _

Ben Pearlman County Commissioner Wil Toor County Commissioner



Boulder County parks and Open Space would like the ability to expand the clearig to five acres.
Access to the facility will be from Ridge Road and according to the application materials, the access
will be improved with a ten foot long concrete pan and fort feet of compacted road base. Interna('
one way circulation routes will be created for small and large trcks; the Applicant has estimated that
340 cubic yards of gradig will be necessar to create the interal roads. As shown on the site plan
occupyig the western portion of the site, drop off areas .will be designated with the subject propert
beside the interal roads. The easter porton of th~ clearng is where the sortg and processing

activities wil take place.

The easter porton of the clearg is where the air curain burer; dumpster, kiln, and portble pond
will be located, as shown on the site plan. The air curin burer is used for treatment of beetle

infested wood by incineratig the biomass in a fiebox. The firebox has a curin of air that is blown
across the opening at the top at high velocity, ths air curin traps bured parcles in the firebox
where they are rebured resultig in little emissions and a. high level of mass reduction. The
application materials estimate that 100 tons of wood results in two to five tons of ash. The ash
resultig from the incineration will be stored in the dumpster until it is removed. It is expected that
much of ths ash will be reused by local recyclers/landscapers as a soil amendment. The kiln will
allow beetle infested wood to be heat treated and sanitied so tht it may be reused as firewood. The
portble pond seres as a cistern to which a pump and hose are attched; this provides the necessar
on-site wildland fie suppression and prevention measure. Chippers, grders, and debarkers will also
be used on the site as they are needed to process wood. These methods for sanitization 'will be used in
instaces when the volume of wood being dropped off at the yard exceeds the air curin burer's

capability to process materal, or when the air curin burer is not able to be used; the air curin

burer will be the priar method for treatig slash and beetle. infested wood. The - alternative

methods (chipping and/or grding) may also be used when there is a demand for the resultig
biomass product. . i

Curently, the forests of Boulder County are experiencing beetle inestations of both the Mountain'

Pine Beetle and the Ips Beetle. The Mountain Pine Beetle flght period is from approximately July 15
to September 15th; and the proposed facility will not be acceptig wood inested with Mountain Pine
Beetles durg ths time. Additionally, all the Mountain Pine Beetle inested wood dropped off at the

site pror to July 15th will be sanitized before beetle flght time begis. The facility will not store,
process, or accept Mountain Pine Beetle infested wood durng Mountain Pine Beetle flight tie. The

application materials indicate tht ths policy could change in the face of a Mountain Pine Beetle
epidemic so widespread where the movement of infested wood to the site durg beetle flight time
would not increase the spread of Mountain Pine Beetle and so would not exacerbate the epidemic.
Ips beetle infested wood will still be accepted and processed at the site durg the Mountain Pine
Beetle flght time. As the application materals note that pheromone trps. used at the Meeker Park
sort yard have been successful in preventig the spread of the Ips Beetle to the surounding forests.

The Applicant proposes that the facility operate from April through November, six days (Monday to
Satuday) per week from 7:30 am to 6:00 pm. With this time span the facility will be open to the
public for eight hours. A mimum of one employee will staff the facilty. A temporar
shelter/offce for the facility staff may be provided (ths is identified on the site plan as a shed). The
Applicant indicates that once the facility is no longer needed, Parks and Open Space will remove the
strctue and reclaim the site by revegetatig the distubed areas.

REFERR RESPONSES:

Ths docket was refered to the stadad list of agencies, and all adjacent proper owners within
1,500 feet of the subject proper. Copies of the comments received are attched for review and!sumarzed below. \
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Boulder County Public Health- The agency has reviewed the proposal and noted: that no drng
water is proposed for the site, that restroom facilities at the County Road Maintenance facility are
proposed for use by the staff, and that an Ai Pollution Emission Notice (APEN) that must be
obtained from the State;

Boulder CountY Parks and Open Space æCPOS)- The agency has reviewed the proposal and'
provided a number of comments: notig the Open Corrdor Roadside Comprehensive Plan

designation and other resource inventories, identified the other uses in the area; noted tht the

significant featues of the propert, the aspen stad area and the social trils, would remain

undistubed by the project; pointed out that the Open Roadside Corrdor designation is not associated
with Ridge Road, but with Peak to Peak Highway and that the project would not be visible from Peak
to Peak Highway; noted that the on-going beetle epidemic could change the entie landscape in the
vicinity of the facility.

Boulder CoUnty Transporttion Deparent- The agency reviewed the proposal and provided the
followig comments: an access . pert will be issued durg the building permt process; a

Stormwater Discharge Permt will need to be obtained from the State and a copy of the stormwater
management plan sent to Boulder County; the drveway and access shall conform to Boulder County
Road Stadads and Specifications; the locations of the roads on site are ideal given that they
mize the amount of grading necessar for the project as they are proposed in areas with relatively
flat grades and the proposed location of the facility on the site minimzed the length of the drveway
and thus the distubance associated with the installation of the drveway; the trffic projected and
sumarized in the traffic review letter is acceptable for Ridge Road. Due to limited historical data
associated with such a use this deparent is reque~tig traffic reportg and a review of the data to

be perormed in one year to deterne if any road and/or site changes are necessar.

Boulder County Wildfire Coordinator- The proposal was reviewed and comments were provided that
indicated no confict, and noted that drveway improvements and the location of a portble cistern of
approximately 3,000 gallons would be required.

Boulder County Building Division- The proposal was reviewed and comments were provided that
indicated no conflct with the proposaL.

Boulder County Sheriffs Offce- The proposal was reviewed and comments were provided that
indicated no confict with the proposaL.

US Forest Servce- The agency reviewed the proposal and provided comments applauding the efforts
of Boulder County to provide such a facility and noted that the facility will provide a great benefit to
mountain residents. Indicated that they believe that any concers that may exist could be addressed
with Parks and Open Space in the futue should the issue arse.

Adjacent Proper Owers - One proper owner noted support. for the facility, stating the need for
the facility and that the facility is for the good of the County. Nine letters were received voicing
concers regarding the sort yard. The concers expressed in these letters relate to: noise, trck traffc
on Ridge Road and Hurcane Hil east of th facility, the length of time the facility may be located on
the site, the amount of time durng the year that it is in operation, daily hours of operation, possible
noise and air pollution, fire hazad, operation of the site durg beetle flight time, questions regarding
the wid speed on the site and the feasibility of operatig the ACB with the existig wind conditions.
One APO expressed a desire for the County to cut and dispose of infested trees located on the subject
parcel, another APO suggested movig the site to the west more so that it was closer to the bus bam
and requested that the site stay at the 2.5 acre size.
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REVIW STANARS:.

Staff has reviewed ths application with respect to the crtera of Arcle 4-60l.A of the Bouldeil
County Land Use Code for Limited Impact Special Review that states: a use wi be' permitted by
special review only if the Board finds that the proposed use nieets the following standards and
conditions:

1. except as otherwse noted, the use wil comply with the miimum zonig requirements

of the zoning district in which t~e use is to be established, and wil also comply with al
other applicable requirements;

The subject parcel is 36.32 acres and therefore meets the miimum parcel size in the Forestr
. zone distrct. The curent request proposes no changes to the boundaes of the Boulder
County Open Space propei. The shelter/office is the only strctue proposed for the
proper and it will be requied to obtain a building permt and to comply with all setback and
height regulations of the Forestr zone distrct.

A Forestr Processing and Sort Yard use is allowed ir the Forestr zone distrct by approval
of a Limited Impact Special Review. Additional Provisions of the Land Use Code relatig to
Forestr Processing and Sort Yards (ArcleA-504.B.5) were adopted when the Forestr
Processing and Sort Yard use was recently added to the County Land Use Code. These
additional Provisions include:

a. The minium parcel size shall be 3 acres.. ,
As previously mentioned the subject parcet is 36.2 acres and therefore meets this
requiement.

b. Al activities, except driveways, shal be setback a mium of 50 feet from any
adjacent right-of-way or private propert.

The site plan provided by the Applicànt indicates that the activities will be setback the
required' 50 feet. As a condition of approval, the applicant is required to abide by ths
commtment.

c. This use is not required to be located on a buidig lot, or comply with the miñnum
" lot size requiements for the distrct in which it is located.

Although, this use does not require a legal building lot, the subject parcel is larger than 35
acres and is a legal buildig lot.

d. Times and frequencies of operation shal be determied through lited impactspecial review. .
The proposed times and frequency of opeation of the facility as proposed by the Parks and
Open Space Departent is acceptable. The hours and frequency of opertion are similar to
hours of operation of the adjacent facilities.

e. Al approved facilties shall be reviewed by the Board of County Commissioners

every three years to ensure continued compliance with the special use criteria.

(,
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Condition of Approval 9 requires that "this facility shall be reviewed by the Board of County
Commssioners in tlee years in order to determine if the Special Use Criteria continue to be
met and to detere if the facility continues to be needed by the commity."

f. Access to the site shal be secured so that unauthorized persons may not use the

facilty when it is closed.

The Applicant has proposed to install a fence that will prevent access to the facility so that it
may not be used by unauthorized 'persons when it is closed. As a Condition of Approval the
fence is required to be installed prior to the facility begiing operations.

g. Upon permanent cessation of this use, the disturbed area must be reclaimed and
revegetated.

The Applicants have proposed to reclaim and revegetate the proper upon cessation of the
use and ths commtment has been included as a Condition of Approval.

h. These facilties shal not be the '-mal disposal place for woody biomass materials and
shal promote the recycling of all received materials to the maxum extent
possible.

To ensure the facility does not become the fmal disposal place for woody biomass, as a
Condition of Approval all biomass is required to be removed from the proper at the end of
an operational season, the last day of November.

Staff has determed that the applicable additional r~quirements of the zoning code can be
satisfied.

2. wi be in harmony with the character of the neighborhood and compatible with the

surrounding area;

Land uses along Ridge Road in the vicinity of the site include the Boulder County Road
Maintenance facility and recycling center to the south, a CDOT maintenance facility and a
US Forest Serce work center to the southeast, vacant US Forest Serce land to the east, and
the Boulder Valley School Distrct's bus barn to the west. Staff fids that the proposed use

will be in haony with and compatible with these adjacent public uses. The Additional

Provisions of the Land Use Code relatig to Forestr Processing and Sort Yards (Arcle 4-
504.B.5) requie tht such facilities be reviewed ever three years.

3. wi be in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan;

The parcel under consideration has the Open Corrdor Roadside Comprehensive Plan
designation. Ths designation is associated with the Peak to Peak Highway, not Ridge Road.
The facility would not be 'visible from Peak to Peak Hi~way.

Goal E.6 of the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan states "adequate facilities to assure the
health safety, and welfare of all citizens should be promoted." The curent forest
management crsis facing landowners in the mountains of Boulder County has created a need
for the proposed forestr processing and sort yard. Forest managers are. actively pursuig
wildfire mitigation fuel reduction projects and ecosystem restoration projects in aI attempt to
increase forest health and reduce susceptibility to stand replacing wildfires. The creation of
the proposed 'yard' will assure that Boulder County is promotig the health safety, and
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welfare of all citizens by facilitating the effort of landowners to manage the consequences
and mitigate the health and safety impacts of the ongoing beetle epidemics.

4. wi not result in an over-intensive use of land or excessive depletion of natural

resources;

No agency referl responses have indicated that th!; project would be considered an over-
intensive use of the land or excessive depletion of natual resources. At a maimum, the
facility would occupy five acres of the (approximately) 36-acre proper. A single strctue

is proposed, which would be removed when. the facility ceases to exist. The amount of
earwork being proposed has been minimized by locatig the facility in the flattest area of
the site. Once the site is reclaimed and revegetated, the mid-ter impact would be a loss of
trees in the area where the facility once was, over time, ths area will regain its stad of trees
as it is reseeded from the surounding forest. The referrl from Parks and Open Space dated
June 23, 2009 states "a pure stand of lodgepole is the least diverse and the least importt
wildlife community tye in the montane zone of the mountains." From ths statement staff
has concluded that the clearg of tre~s necessar for the facility is not an excessive depletion
of natul resources. Recommended Conditions of Approval regarding site restoration and
revegetation would ensure that the facility does not have a long term negative impact on the
land. Additionally, staff is recommending that the same pheromone trps used at the Meeker
Park Sort yard be used at the Ridge Road Sort Yard to prevent the Ips Beetle from impactig
the adjacent forests.

5. wi not have a material adverse effect on community capital improvement programs;

No publicly fuded improvements will be required by the proposaL. No referl response
received by staff indicates any adverse effects on community capital facility programs in the
area.

6. wi not require a level of community facilties and servces greater than that which is

avaiable;

No serce provider indicated any increases in community facilities would be required as a
result of ths proposaL. Fire protection facilities will be provided on site; no referl response
was received from the Nederland Fire Protection Distrct. -

7. wil not result in undue trafc congestion or trafc hazards;

Anticipated traffc to the site is estimated to be 10Ó trps per day (50 vehicles enterig and 50
exitig). The majority of ths traffc is expected to be personal trcks or SUVs, perhaps some
pulling a trailer. Large semi-trck traffic is expected to average less than six trps per week.
An access point from Ridge Road will be constrcted; as a condition of approval ths access
point shall meet all applicable Boulder County Road Stadards. Once a vehicle has entered
the site, a one way circular drve provides access to the drop off area and the exit. For large
trcks, a separte interal road provides access to pick úp and drop off materials and provides

the proper tug radii necessary for safe operations. The referl response received from

the Transporttion Deparent noted that the interor circulation roads were ideally located
for minimizing gråding and the lengt of the drveway.

Transportation staff also noted that the projected trp generation level of the sort yard is (
acceptable for Ridge Road. Given that the sort yard is a new use with limited historical '
traffic data the Trasporttion Deparent has requested that a log detailing the total trps to
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and from the site as well as tug movement counts at the access be kept. The data is to be
collected each week on the thee busiest consecutive days of the week. Afer one opertional
season, the Trasportation Deparent will be provided a report of the inormation and wil
review the counts to deterne if any road and/or site changes are necessar. As a
recommended condition of approval the required road or site changes must be completed
prior to operation ofthe facility the subsequent year.

As the impact of the beetle epidemics are more fully realized, the use of ths facility could
increase and traffic counts for the first year may not accurately descrbe the trffc that will be
associated with the facility at the thee-year mark. In order" to have an undertading of the
level of use of the facility (both in terms of its curent use but also in ter of how the level
of use may change over time) and its associated trffic impacts at the required thee-year
review, the Lad Use Deparent is requirng that a traffic countig scheme be requied for
the full thee years rather than a single year. After the fist season of followig the countig
scheme recommended by the Transporttion Departent the applicant would be required to
trck the number of vehicles accessing the site on a daily basis and provide ths informtion "
to the Land Use Departent át the end of each season.

8. wi not cause signicant air, odor, water, or noise pollution;

No agency referl responses have indicated that the proposal represents a signficant source
of air pollution. The "Applicant has noted that the air curin burer meets the EPA
regulations and is subject to all the rules and regulations of the Colorado Air Quality Control
Corrssion and the Colorado Air Pollution Prevention and Control Act. Additionally, the
Federal and State regulations, as implemented through permttg and monitorig processes
are designed to ensure that signficant air pollution does not occur. A tempora
emissions permt from the State of Colorado Deparent of Public Health and Envionment
for the air curin burer has been obtained and the final permt is expected to be issued in the

fall of 2009. Compliance with such permts is often monitored by the County Public Health
and may include onsite testig.

It is likely that the operation of the facility would emit odors associated with wood buring,
but no referl responses or adjacent propert owners raised concers regarding possible

odors.

The add1tion of the facility to the proposed site and the use of the machiner associated"with
the facility will generate noise. Based on the application materials provided, the machier
proposed to be used on site and the associate decibel levels are as follows:

· Morbark 18" Chipper 250 HP Engie - 80 dB rating measured at 50 feet
· Vereer 2100XL (20") Chipper 150-175 HP Engie - 99.2 dB ratig measured at 0

feet
· Vereer HG6000 Horizontal Grder 630 HP Engie - 105 dB rating measured at 10

feet
· Ai Curin Burer 59HP Engine - 88 dB ratig measured at 10 feet

Boulder County Parks and Open Space staff provided a methodology to determe how
distance and the tree buffer may aid noise reduction. Distace alone will provide noise
reduction as the energy of a sound wave decreases as it spreads out leading to lesser intensity
of sound at a distace. An online calculator which took into account the inverse square law

(intensity of sound lessens by the inverse square of the distance from the source) and the
exponential dampening of sound that occurs over large distances (source:
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htt://ww.numericalexample.com/index.php?view=artcle&id=18) was used to calculate the
decibel level of the loudest piece of machiner (the grder) at the proper line. Additionally
the inormtion provided by Parks and Open Space indicated that a tree bufer may providi(
five to eight dB reduction per 100 feet of tree buffer. Using the conserative number of five,
the additional reduction was subtracted from the previous result to provide and estimate of
the dB level of the loudest piece of machier at the proper line. Five measurements were
made from the edge of the area that the facility would occupy to the propert line, and the
calculation explained above was perormed for each distace measurement. Figue 1 below
indicates where the measurements were made on the propert and provides the result of the
calculations described. The calculation results are also summarized in Table 1.

FIGUR 1: Measurement Locations and Results of Calculations

Propert Line

c

8



TABLE 1: Calculation Results

Distance dB at Propert dB Reduction dB at Propert Line Due to
Line Due to Due to Tree

(ft.) Distance Buffer Distance and Tree Buffer

627 68.49 31.35 37.14

268 76.2 13.4 62.8

100 84.92 5 79.92

556 69.6 27.8 41.8

1024 63.87 51.2 12.67

The Boulder County Noise Ordinance (ORDINANCE NO. 92-28) Section 1.01.050.C states
"sound from a non-vehicular source located in a residential area, shall not exceed the
followig limits:7:00 a.m.-7 p.m. of the same day: 55 dB(A),7:00 p.m.-7 a.m. of the

following day: 50 dB(A)." Whle the Noise Ordinance does not per se apply to ths proper
or use, as the area of Ridge Road in which the facility being proposed is not a residential area
as defmed by the Noise Ordinance, it does provide a reference point for deterg if the

noise generted at the facility would be considered substatial noise pollution. The noise
generated by the loudest equipment that may be used on the site .exceeds 50 dB at the
proper line in two instaces: at the wester and souther proper lines, where it is
estimated tò be 62:7 and 79.92 dB respectively. According to the materials provided by the
Applicant these noise levels fall withn the rage of the sound level of a norml conversation
60-70 dB and the 80dB ofa telephone dial tone. The area of Ridge Road in which the facility
being proposed is not a residential area as defied by the Noise Ordinance; the nearest

residence lies over 1,000 feet north of the proposed facility where the estimated dB is well
within acceptable levels for a residential area and the uses along Ridge Road in the vicinty
. are not residential uses. The analysis descrbed above indicates that the proposed facility
would not create substatial noise pollution. Additionally, the use proposed is not adding

noise to into an envionment where there is little existig ambient noise; the surounding uses
all produce a level of ambiert noise. In order to have complete information on the noise level
generated at the facility for the tlee-year review the Land Use Deparent is recommending
that as a Condition of Approval, a sound level meter be used to measure, at each proper
line, the noise level generated at the facility while the loudest machiner is in use.

To avoid impacts to water quality that could result from constrction activities, appropriate
stormwater management practices will be implemented. The applicant will obtain a
Stormwater Discharge Pert and as a condition of approval, a copy of the stormwater
management plan will be provided to the County Transporttion Deparent. The application

materials indicate that the instlled erosion and sedimentation control device will be
maintained tloughout the life of the facility.

Staff has detered that ths criteron is met; the proposed facility will not cause significant
air, odor, water, or noise pollution.

9. wil not require amendment to the Regional Clean Water Plan;

Staff finds that the proposal will not require amendment to the Regional Clean Water Plan.
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10. wil be adequately landscaped, buffered, and screened; and

The facility is proposed to be setback from Ridge Road a miimum of fift feet. Also,thl1
existig forest wil provide adequate screening from Ridge Road and adjacent propertes.
Should the Mountain Pine Beetle epidemic destroy the existig tree screening, the Applicant
has commtted to establishing and maintaing a tree screen.

11. wil not otherWise be detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of the present or

future inhabitants of Boulder County.

The Applicant has proposed to locate wildland fie suppression measures at the facility,
should the. need arise. The application materals did not indicate the sìze of the portble
pound; however, the referral response from. the Wildfie Mitigation Coordinator indicated
that an approximately 3,000 gallon pond should be provided; this has been included as a
Condition of Approval. The application materals also commt the operators of the site to
using the ember screen durng periods of sustained 15 mph wids and at the end of each day.

The ember screen prevents embers from escaping the air curin burer and also prevents
additional materal from being loaded into the air curin burer. The inabilty to place more
wood on the fire in the air curin burer effectively means that the fie in the burer begins
to bur out once the ember screen is put in place.

The proposal will not be detrmental to the health, safety, or welfare of present or futue
inabitats of Boulder County; rather, it will facilitate the residents of Boulder County efforts
to secure their health, safety, and welfare in the face of the curent beetle epidemics.

SUMY/RCOMMNDATION: As noted in the analysis above, staf fmds that thisl
proposal can satisfy the required criteria. The Land Use Staf recommends the Board of
C~unty Coinssioners CONDITIONALLY APPROVE, Docket LU-09-0010: BOULDER
COUNTY Forestry Processing and Sort Yard Limted Impact Special Review, subject to the
following conditions:

1. The Applicant 'shall obtain the necessar grading and buildig perts from the Boulder
County Land Use Deparent prior to the commencement of any constrction activities.

2. Pror to the issuance of a grading permt, the Applicant shall submit a copy of the Stormwater

Discharge Permt and stormwater management plan to the Land Use and Trasporttion

Deparents.

3. The proposed drveway and access shall conform to Section 4.5 and Stadad Drwings 5, 12,
14, and 15 of the Boulder County Road Stadads and Specifications.

4. At the end of the fist operational season, the applicant shall provide the Land Use and

Transporttion Deparents with a report detailing the total trps to and from the site as well as
tuing movement counts at the access. The data shall be collected each week on the tlee
busiest consecutive days of the week. Ths inormation will be reviewed to deterne if
additional road and/or site changes are necessar. Any recommended road or site changes
shall be made prior to opertion of the facility the followig season.

5. Durng the second and third year of operation, -te applicant shall collect daily data on the
number of vehicles accessing the site. Ths information shall be provided to the Land Use i
Departent at the end of each seasonal operatig period.' \

10



6. As estimated, the sound levels generated at the facility are acceptable however; a sound level
meter shall be used to measure, at each propert line, the noise level generated at the facility
while the loudest. machiner is in use. Ths inormation shall be submitted with the
application materals at the three year -review:

7. Site restoration, revegetation, and weed maagement shall occur as outlined in the application
materials to ensure that the facility does not have a long ter negative impact on the land. .

8. Pheromone traps shall be used at the Ridge Road Sort Yard to prevent the Ips Beetle from
impactig the adjacent forests.

9. The Applicant shall install a portble pond of approximately 3,000 gallons as required by

Wildfie Mitigation Coordinator.

10. The proposed fencing shall be installed prior to facility commencing operations.

11. All woody biomass collected at the facility shall be removed from the proper at the end of
each operàtional season, the last day of November.

12. The Applicant shall be subject to the term, conditions, and commtments of record in the
official docket file, including but not limted to the maintenance of tree screening, the use of
the ember screen durg windy conditions, and adherence to months and daily hours of~er~oo." ,

(

13. Ths facility is approved for operation for three years (2009, 2010, and 2011 opertig season).
Pror to any use of the facility beyond the 2011 operatig season, the facility shall be reviewed
and approved though the Limited Impact Special Review process, to deterne if the Special
Use Critera (Arcle 4-60l.A) contiue to be met and to detere if the facility contiues to
be needed by the community.
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Boulder Cou~"j Land Use Department
Courthouse Annex Building
2045 13th Street. PO Box 471
Boulder, Colorado 80302
Phone: 303-441-3930. Fax: 303-441-4856
Email: planner~bouldercounty.org .
http://ww.bouldercounty.org/lu/
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 AN to 4:30 PM

Application Form'

/.'""

,,":

~~Sha-1ed:-Ø'--~ ~ .-
'.MAY272009' .:. ".

;,-.'".:.-

¡¡;d;;.(.~,~kqt'~~~~'.)~~;!~';'

" No Application Deadline * Application Deadline: " Applicatìon Deadline: Second Wednesday of the Month
First Wednesday of the Month

"'Limited Impact Special Use

o Limited Impact Special Use Waiver

o Site Pla~ Review

o Site Plan Review Waiver

o Subdivision Exemption

'0 Exemption Plat

o 1041 State Interest Review

o Other:

o Variance

o Appeal

o Sketch Plan

o Preliminary Plan

o Final Plat
, .0 Resubdivision (Replat)

o Special Use/SSDP

o Rezoning

o Road/Easement Vacation

o Location and Exent \
o Road Name Change

Subdivision Name (r
\S Range(s) 1- 3

Number of Pr 0 ed Lots
fl

Location(s)/Street Address(es)

Lot(s)

Area in Acres 2; C1 '

Proposed Water Supply

m.le.-r
Applicants:
Applicant/Propert Owner

C ()UIIl+-LI ø.ç ß6()lde (
Email Address t .

~ hou.lckrcou-ll ,l)r.q+C\\OWo.c. i
Mailng Address Sd- 1 5-1. 'UiCl ì ~ i(oGt0\

rJ ..

,City LDý\~ MO(l t
I 

State 

C.Ö
¡ZiP Code ?lD 5f) 3 Phone .

i~ ~ (n:t~ - 1. I -: 'l3Ò~ &ll'i- Úl JO(P
Applicant/Pro\rt Owner/Agent/Consultant Email Address

,

Mailng Address

City
. I 

State 

IZiPcode
Phone ¡Fax

Agent/Consultant Email Address

Mailng Address

City ¡state
I 

Zip Code Phone
I 

Fax 

Certification: (Please refer to the Regulations and Application Submittal Package for complete application requirements.)'

I certify that I am signing this Application Form as an owner of record of the property included in the Application. I certify that the
information and exhibits I have submitted are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I understand that alt materials required by
Boulder County must be submitted prior to having this matter processed. I understand that public hearings or meetings may be .
required. I understand that I must sign an Agreement of Payment for Application processing fees and that additional fees or materials
may be required as a result of considerations which may arise in the processing of this docket. I understand that the road, school, and
park dedications may be required as a condition of approval.
I understand that I am consenting to allow the County Staff involved in this application or their designees to enter onto and inspect the
subject property at any reasonable time, without obtaining any prior consent. .
All landowners are required to sign application. If additional pace is needed attach additional sheet signed and dated.
Sign. e of Proper; w. t' Date,j Si nature of Property Owner Date

Date

" Only if the Land Use Director waives the landowner signature requirement for goad cause shown under the applicable provisions of the Land Use Code.

14
Form: P /02 . Rev. 01.09.09 . g:/handouts/planning/pdf /02..application_form.pdf



(;
Site Plan Review Waiyer FactSheet

.(-'

The applicant(s) is/are required to complete each section of this.Façt Sheet is
required to be completed, even if the information is duplicated elsewhere in the
application. Completed F,act Sheets cut,Çlpplication review time, and assist staff

'hi 'expeditingdeteritinätions. Please make duplicates of this page if the project
involves more than two structures. Please note: If a project is granted a SPR
Waiver but the building permit floor area calculations result in new floor area
ekceeding 2,000 sq. ft., then the project wil trigger a full SPR prior to issuance of

aibuilding permit. '
Structure #1 Information

Type of Structure:
e.. rèsiderice studio barn etc.

." Total Existing Floor Area:
(Finished -1, Unfinished square feet inc:luding. ara e if attached. s . ft.
Are new floor areas being proposed whè"-edèmolition wilt occur?
o Yes (include the new floor area square footage in the table belo
o No

Proposed Floor Area (New Construction Only)
Finished Unfinished Total

Basement:

First Floor:

Second Floor:
, Garage:

o Detached
o Attached

, Covered Deck:

Total: sq. ft. sq. ft.

Structure #2 Information

e.

Basement:

First Floor:

sq, ft.

sq. fto sq. ft. sq. ft.

Exerior
Walt Color

Roofing
Material

Roofing
. Color

Total
Bedrooms

Demolish:

Exterior
Wall Color

Roofing'
Mateíial

Roofing
Color

Tòtal
Bedrooms

PR106. Rev. 02.23.09 . g:/handouts/spr/pdfl06_spr_waiver_facCsheet.pdf

15

sq. ft.

Qc
Determining Floor Area
Floor Area is measured in terms of
square feet. The totàl square foötage '
is as everyhing within the exterior
face of the outside walls which
indudes garages andbásemønts. The
shaded area on thediagramiridicates
the area counted as square feet.

s . ft. 

Note: If an existing wall(s) and/or
roof(s) are removed and a new
wall(s)/roof(s) are
constructed, the associated

floor area due to the new
wall(s)/roof(s) are considered
new construction and must be
included in the calculation of
floor area for the Site Plan

Review and shown on this FactSheet. .
If a Limited Impact Special Review is
requiréd, then call 303-441-3930 and
ask for a new Preapplication '
conference for the Limited Impact
Special Review.



Floor Area, ,
. Please Note: If a project is granted a
SPR Waiver but the building permit

floor area calculations result in new
floor area exceeding 2,000 sq. ft.,
th~,n the. project wil.l trieg~ra full S~R
pnor to issuance of ab411dmg permit.

Grading CalculatioA
Cut and fil c.alculattons are necessary
to evaluate the disturbance of a '

'project and to verify wfiether'or not a

Limited Impact Special Review (USR)
is required. AlI~Ris required when
gradingfór a projeCt involvès more
thanSO cubic yards (minus normal
cut/fil and backfil contained/within

the foundatiolJ fo.otprint).
If grading totals' àre ctOlie tó the 5QO
yard trtgger,additiôna-,il1foritatiori
may be required, such as àgrading
plan stamped by a, Colorado ,,'
Registered Professional Engineer.

Eartt.Work)~nCl.J~radllig
Thisworksheet is to help you Excess Material will be-Transported to the Following Location:
accuratelydetermine the amount of

. grading. for the property in
accordance with the Boulder County
Land Use Code. Please fil in all
aWplicable boxøs.
Note:Applicant(s) must fill in the
shaded boxes even though foundation
work does not contribute toward the
500 cubic yard trigger requiring
Limited Impact Special Use Review.
Also, all areas of earthw()rk:lTustbe
represented on the sitep"t~n~ I:

t~-
~:i ./

.:';

.:.~

:-,

.,,~~
,.
.~..

-':.'

t

-)

~:.
:;~

(~ ("

Earth Work and Grading Worksheet:". _.' ,

Cut Fil Subtotal
i

/

Driveway i

and Parking ,q-Dc'U.~l~ i 'rDtl.\ ~5 3 ttl) CCl\, Areas
" ,

.
Berm(s)'

Other Grading

"

Subtotal 34D Cil, yds.;" . ' , Boxi
* If the total in Box 1 is greater than 500 cubic yards, then a Limited Impact Spedal

Review is required. "

Cut ", ,

FHI Total "'.' '. ",..,-. ...',.' . '," . "

Foundation .,..',."', .,.'
';:Y', "','.' r;:.: .....\ . "J/ '"i.':' ,,'. . "~.,.

, ".

Material cut from foundation excavation .
:

" to be removed from the propert

ds

Narrative
Usethis space to describe any special circumstances that you feel the Land Use Office should be aware of when reviewing
yöurapplication. If more room is nèeded, feel free to attach a separate sheet: ' .~~:

if:

~','
:¡:~

i~
.r;~
~i.~
fi

~~!

"';

j:,;

Is Your Propert Gated and Locked?
Note: If county personnel cannot access the property, then it could cause delays in reviewing your application.

Certification
i certify that the information submitted is complete and correct. I agree to clearly identify the property (if not already
addressed) and stake the location of the improvements on the site within four days of submitting this applicatión. I
understand that the intent of the Site Plan Review process is to address the impacts of location and type of structures, and

that mOdif,:~ay be required. Site work wil not b: done prior to issuance of a Grading or Building Permit.

s;gnatf ~, ~ Date: Ó/d&/(Y'J

ta.
\1'):

2

o.
.¡-

~;'~
.~.\

\.;

Form: SPR/06. Rev. 02.23.09. g:/handouts/spr/pdf/06_spr_waiver_faccsheet.pdf
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Parks and\upen Space
5201 St. Vrain Road. Longmont, Colorado 80503
303.678.6200 . Fax: 303.678,6177 . ww.bouldercounty.org

(~

Limited Impact/Special Review Application Narrative

May 22, 2009

Ridge Road Community Forestry Sort Yard

I. RESOLUTION 2009-35

Resolution 2009-35, which was approved by the BOCC on Februar 24,2009, provides
authorization for the creation of a Communty Forestr Sort Yard also known as a Forestr
Processing Sort Yard:

..

A RESOLUTION APPROVING BOULDER COUNTY LAN USE DOCKET #DC-08-
003: PROPOSED TEXT AMNDMENTS TO SECTION 4-504 OF THE BOULDER
COUNTY LAND USE CODE, TO ADD A NEW FORESTRY USE ENTITLED
"FORESTRY PROCESSING AN SORT YAR" (See Appendix A for ful language.)

II. Description of the Need

There is a need for forest management and wildfire mitigation projects in Boulder County
due to forest health issues, such as the Mountain Pine Beetle epidemic. Forest managers and
communties are actively pursuig wildfire mitigation fuel reduction projects and ecosystem
restoration projects in an attempt to increase forest health and reduce susceptibility to stad-
replacing wildfires. Curently Colorado is experiencing widespread tree mortlity due to
epidemic conditions of mounta pine beetle inestations. Mountain pine beetle activity has
increased dramatically from 2006 to 2008 in Boulder County (2006-2008 Flight Maps) and is

. forecast to increase exponentially over the next several years.

Forest management activities have dramatically increased the amount of forest biomass that
is being removed from forested landscapes. The majority of woody biomass is too small for
traditional sawmll operations and/or small-diameter mill locations are too far away to
feasibly transport products. In addition to reguar biomass disposal problems, bark beetle
infested trees have certn disposal requiements to prevent fuer spread of the beetles. In
order to effectively utilze small diameter material and biomass, collection sites are critical in
order to economically sort, dispense, and treat ths material. Treating mountain pine beetle
infested material can be expensive, labor intensive, and time consumg especially in large
quatities. Removal of material offsite is expensive to transport and to dispose of.

Boulder County, in an effort to help private landowners dispose of slash, has purchased an air
curn burer to help alleviate the present and futue increase in forest management related
biomass. The air curai burer provides a safe and economical way to reduce forest residue

on-site. The unts are compliant with the acceptable ai quality performance, which is
reguated by the State of Colorado and are fire-safe when operated correctly.
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III. Dermition of Woody Biomass Sort Yard/Collection Site

Communty Forestr Sort Yards (CFSY) are designated areas with the goal of improving
utilzation, quality, and distribution of forest products or effcient disposal of unusable
material. These sort yards are priarly for small-diameter material generated from forest

management activities on private lands. Material will be sorted and processed for highest
curent value, including products such as poles, rails, posts, logs, fiewood, mulch, or
biomass energy. In addition, a major objective for these sort yards is to provide areas to
collect inested trees as well as slash with varous approved on-site disposal and mechancal
treatment options. These sites are temporar and will only be in place when specific forest
management practices are occurng on nearby lands. Equipment that could be utilized on site
or in conjunction with the project may include: air curain burers, grnders, wood chippers,
log handling and processing equipment, and transport trcks and trailers.

IV. Description of Activities

A. Description of Site
The Ridge Road property is 36.32 acres of land (Site Map) located in SE Y4 of S 12, T1 S,
R73W, approximately 1 mile NE of the Town of Nederland. Ridge Road is a paved road off
of Highway 72. This parcel was obtaied though an Intergovernental Agreement (IGA)
between Boulder County and the Town of Nederland as a par of the Mud Lake Open Space
acquisition; it was not purchased with open space ta dollars. The site includes an existing
industral use in the form of a bus bar, is across the street from the County Road
Maintenance yard, and near the USFS field station, the Nederland Recycling Facility and
regional CDOT maintenance facilty. There are residences located adjacent to this site, with
the closest being approximately 825 feet from the northeast comer of the parceL.

Wildlife Specialists and Resource Planers with the Boulder County Parks and Open Space
Deparent also reviewed the Ridge Road site to assess the potential impact of the CFSY on
ths parceL. The following items were noted in their comments:

. The proposed Ridge Road parcel is at 8,440 feet and is composed ofa mixed conifer
stand, lodgepole pine (dominant species) and ponderosa pine. It also contains an
isolated one-acre patch of aspen located in the middle of the parceL.

. Although there is a human presence on the site (social trails), there are signs of
wildlife use; specifically signs of deer, elk, snowshoe hare, coyote and pine squireL.
Additionally, black-capped chickadees, a downy woodpecker, and a nortern
goshawk were observed. The Ridge Road parcel contain suitablefo.Iag~abitsJ

for goshawks and there are known nearby nesting terrtories. But based on the forest
strctue and aspect of the site, no suitable areas for a goshawk-nesting stand exist.

. Wildlife habitat at the Ridge Road site is already heavily impacted due to its

proximity to permanently developed industral sites, local homes and subdivisions,
and Highway 72. Additionally, the site is directly encircled by roads and surounded '
on thee sides by privately owned land. Its eastern side borders an isolated, 23-acre
parcel of USFS land.
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. Under the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, the Ridge Road site is designated as
Open Roadside Corrdor (peak-to-Peak Highway) and contains a small aspen patchand a wetland area. ( .J

. The topography of the site is relatively flat.

The Community Forestry Sort Yard will be located on a maximum of 5 acres within the
Ridge Road propert ~ The site will be cleared of vegetation for fire safety and to
accommodate adequate vehicular circulation. Durng constrction, we will install all
necessar erosion control strctues in accordance with state permits. We wil also maintain

long-term erosion control measures such as silt fences and hay bales, as delineated on Figure
LL. We wil check these twce monthly durng site operation to assure they are effectively
controllng any site ru-off.

B. Road Access and Interior Circulation
See the Site Map and Figure L 1 for the location of the access point that will allow the public
to access the site. It is located over 150 feet from the nearest intersection (for the County's
road maintenance yard). It is not directly north of that intersection due to the topography of
the site.

The site access will be aligned perpendicular to Ridge Road for safe ingress and egress.
Vegetation will be cleared to accommodate site distance as specified in the Boulder County
Road Standards and Specifications for a 25 mph design speed. The speed limit on this access
road will be 10 mph.

There will be a concrete apron at the entry that is a minimum of 6 inches thick and 10feet
long that will abut the existing asphalt roadway. This concrete pan wil allow proper
drainage alongside Ridge Road and it will minimize road base migration onto Ridge Road.
Beyond the apron, we wil stabilize 40 additional feet of the entry with road base.

We will create two natural surace interior circulation routes for small vehicles and large
trcks. These routes wil have adequate tung radii so vehicles can safely and effectively
move through the site (Figure Ll). The native soil on the site is decomposed granite that has
good infltralion. The site is relatively fl¡:t but we will grade the circulation routes for proper
drainage. We estimate that 340 cubic yards of material will be moved as a result of this
grading.

C. Hours of Operation
This CFSY may operate up to 6 days per week from April through November. With current
staff and shared resources, this site wil be open for approximately 2 to 4 consecutive months
atthis site. The hours ofoperaHon Willberrom 7:3Uam-fó-6:0Upm~ with approximately 8
hours withn this time frame being open to the public.

D. Signs, Barriers and Traffic Flow
Boulder County Parks and Open Space (BCPOS), in order to ensure a safe perimeter around
the air curain burer, will provide all signs and barrers. Barers will be constructed around
the air curain burer and other processing areas to keep the public at an established safe

distance. Designated drop-off areas will be delineated to insure an orderly, organized site and
facilitate effciency. In addition, security measures, such as a locked gate and fencing, wil
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be in place to ensure safety and securty for people and machiery when sites are closed for
operation. The gate will be located at the end of the road base area of the entr to allow safe
pull-off from Ridge Road. Fencing will lin the gate to the forest edge to prevent cars from
circumventing the gate. Boulder County Sheriffs Offce deputies and BCPOS Rangers will
be notified of sites in use as well as hours of operation and closure in order to faciltate
patrol.

E. Staff
Employees of, or contractors supervised by, BCPOS will be in charge of the site. A
minium of one fully trained site operator will be on site durng operational hours. Boulder
County will be responsible for safety, securty, operations, logistics, and public interaction.

F. Equipment
Equipment that could be used on site or in conjunction with the'project may include: air
curai burers, grnders, wood chippers, log handling apd processing equipment, and

transport trcks and trailers.

G. Air Curtain Burner Standard Operatig Guidelines
The Air Cur Burer (ACB) will be used on site to dispose of wood and slash (see
Appendix B). The ACB will be operated at a distace of at least 500 feet from the nearest
occupied strctue. The ACB will be located at least 100 feet from the forest clearng
(Figue Ll)., WIlqliigJire,~nppres~ion apparatus will be on site at all times durg the ,;
operation oftle aì'curaiburer,"No ACB operations will tae place durng red flag days
or when not exempted durng fire restrctions. The ACB will be covered with the ember
screen (which prohibits sparks from escaping) when sustaed wid speeds reach 15 mph and
at the conclusion of each operational period (day).

H. Excess material

In the event of excess inested material being on site during established MPB flght time,
methods other than the ACB may be used such as chippers, grnders, debarkers, and
transporttion to insure that inested material does not reside at the site for more than one (l)
operational period. Material that is not inested and meets the sort yard standards for
merchantabilty will be transported off site as needed.

I. Screening and Landscaping
The site will be no more than 5 acres of cleared land, located at least 100 feet from Ridge
Road. It will be screened from the road with existing trees at least 50 feet deep. Ths is
shown in Figue L 1. Since the site is curently forested, there is no landscaping plan. Site
access from Ridge Road will be cleared to meet transporttion safety stadards, and no
additional vegetation will be planted. In the event that mountan pine beetle destroys the
trees providing the screenig, the County will encourage natual aspen and shrb
regeneration to provide the screening benefit.

J. Noise
By locating the operation withn the forest with a 100 foot bufer from Ridge Road to the
south and the bus bam, and a much greater distance from the east and nort sides of the
propert, we will be using the existing vegetation to bufer noise.
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. K. Buildings
The County would like to locate a portable offce on site to allow for the site supervisor to
escape from dangerous weather, including lightening and snow. The portable offce would (
be a shed or storage contaner 8' x 10', similar in natue to the shelter provi4ed by Land Use
at the Recycling Drop-Off facilties in the County.

L. Site Use and Trips Per Day
There will be one access point cleared that will serve as ingress and egress to the site. All
trees and shrbs will be removed and the entr wi~~iw~PJtd for an all-weather surace.
We anticipate an average of 100 trps per day (50 yrover the course of the site use.
Ths is based on our experience at the Meeker Park sort yard, which averaged 50 trps per
day for 3.5 months of operation, plus allowig for an increase in use. The majority of these
100 trps/day will be small personal pick-up trucks or SUVs, sometimes with a trailer
attachment. Large semi-trcks will be makng an average of less than 6 trps/week. There
will be an average of 6 people on the site at any given time, with peak times of 12 people,
and low times of one person on the site.

M. Electricity, Restrooms and Water
There will be no electrcity or rug water on the site. Sta will have access to the County

Transporttion shop across the street for restroom facilties.

N. Emergency Response
In the event of an emergency, we will rely on the town of Nederland Police and the
Nederland Fire Deparent. BCPOS has a Deputy stationed as a caretaer at Carbou Rach
therefore his services will be available though dispatch. Ths site is located only 1 mile
from the Town of Nederland and is easily accessible for emergency response.

o. Mountain Pine Beetle Transport
In response to the outbreak of Mountai Pine Beetle, and the concern of spreading the beetle,
the County will not be accepting beetle-infested wood durg the beetle's flght time, July 15
though September 15. Ths guideline will be reassessed anually.

P. Site Restoration
At the end of the specified use of the site as a Communty Forestr Sort Yard, Boulder
County Parks and Open Space will reclaim the site. The compacted soil will be ripped to
relieve the compaction. Soil amendments may be added if needed. The area will be reseeded
usin the followin seed mix.

Common Name
Canada Wild rye
Squirrel Tail
Thickspike Wheatgrass
Slender Wheatgrass
Rocky Mtn. Fescue
Junegrass
Yarrow

Latin name
Elymus canadensis
Elymus elymoides
Elymus lanceo/atus
Elymus trachycaulus
Festuca saximontana
Koeleria macrantha
Achilea milefolium
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VNS
VNS
Critana
San Luis
VNS
Native
Mud Lake Collection*

15

25
11

11

11

15

3

3.40
3.41
1.87
1.81

\ ~
'1J.17

0.03
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Fringed Sage
Lousiana Sage
Sui hur Flower

Artemesia frigida
Artemesia /udoviciana
Erio onum umbel/atum

VNS
VNS
Mud Lake Collection*

4
2
3

0.02
0.01

0.37, - - -,
l~~lK; :f- ;íÍ!Jf.(~!Hl\:r~ t:t:-(:-f1, rì(itJi1i(: î,-:'_(:' ípl j~1(J(J~(.tf.1~ . 2~;:-!. -,
; IPi;;f('.ltoi,èf:0r:(1 í I\~jii t~(;-liC).f~~;\,'\'I~V ,:-(:f'1. o~j!:dil)J¡C:." _ , i

After seeding, the site will be mulched to provide moistue retention for improved seed
germination. Boulder County POS will manage for weeds anually on the site for 5 years
after reseeding and as needed thereafer.

Attachments:

Vicinty Map
Location Map
Site Map
Plan Schematic (L 1)
Constructìon Details (L2)
Earwork and Grading Worksheet
Appendix A - Resolution 2009-35
Appendix B - Ai Curain Burer Description
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EXIBI'1 A TOBBSOLT1ION 2009-35 ('rEXT AMS 'l ADX) APOBESTRY
PROCESSXlìS ANS01tT YAR USE AS 'S-ØCTION 4 - 504 .B. ~ TDBO'OER
COON ~. DSaÒODE, EFFEC'rIV MA32009)._" . ,., . è,. " '. - - -- -,' ",- ,
4-504 FQréstiy Vses
B. FOretryprocèssing and Sort Yard

i .¡)efini't-ipn: A facility designed to accept wood, slash. or oth;,erwoody
biomi'as 1I~teriäl removed from aiötner property iaör4~t:ter,a.-ëi1itatè
f~res:t; health management and pr:omo.t.e recycling of woodl b.hmiias,s
i:tèttal. .Materialsmay be PX(jce;ssed apij recyclec1 Öis'ite 'Cn'djo.rïnay be
transferred to an approved offsiteliocation for prøcessinø.

:2. DistrîptsP~rRitted:By limit;edlrraÇ't i:pecial tey;îew in F. l1II A
3. Parking Requirements: To be dete-red through limibed imJ1actSJecialr$",.iew ' .,.
4. Loadin~ Rèt;irement: To be dêt,ermiited thròugh li1nitie~ impact' 'special

r:ø,vlew '
5. Additionáiprovisions:

aè~ ',n;ellnlltlum parcel size 'SRàl1l:è' ~ aç:(es. ".'
h. Aiï,activities, eXcept drfV'eways, shall be""setbatrk â,rttlilT of 5'0

~)~e,'t, fr:om .anya.djacent rì~Ì't-ql~way or p:ri"l:at:e'~9;i;gkty.
C. i'hi$1.$,è is not required. to-be located on abUilâing l'Ø't , or

.cømply wl;th'theminimumlP-slz-e requir-emènt:s:f"Ø~ the dbtrict in
w-h:iqh it 

is located. ,.' ,
q. !J4nes and t'requenc.es Q'f npei-ation shaii b-e aè:ter,î,p;,d 'throu,gh

liwfte4 ircâ-et speci.äl revie.w. " .
e. Allapproved facil1tiessh,allbe reviewed p¡y the iaoa~d afCounty

Ct¡ï¡1.ssiõ'hers every tli:r-ee W'ear$ toensurecön't.;inuea. t:-QïtpHance
w:d:th the special use ,criteria.

f. ACC~!3S to the sf te sháll ne,securèci 'so that Urauthi¡ï:.t~èdpèrsons
r¡yn:otusethe facility, when it is closed"

g. 'tp'Qj' pé;tatient cassatiön:(if,this use, the ê:it;tU;~ò. '?rèå Inst be
rEi£iai:medand ,revege-tated. '

h., ih:es'e fa;cilities shall riG:tbe tl'e fincH dis-pqsp¡l p:iÇi~e fQr woody
hiomass ma't-erials and shall promote the recyeHIt90Íall receiveâ
iit(i:tfals t,o the maxi. cext$t possible.

(
4
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FireBox www.airburners.col1.1

1lr:mJPOnmenta!f tten" llffmøfive to q.rinrYl

Benefits Include:

.L.dw capital investment, FireBoxes price range, from $59,000 to $127,000',- ,
· High mass reduction 95 to 98% waste reducton (100 tons of wood = 2 - 5 tons ash) increases landfill life

. High through-put, up to 10 tons/50 cubic yards per h'our

· Dramatically reduced operattng,cosls Whencorrpar.ed to grinding .

· Environmentally friendly. Fully tested by the U$EPA atidexceedsEPA re,gulatior¡s for Air Curtain Incinerators

. As-hean be used as a soil additive

. pne operator can ,monitor and load one or two 'machines

. FireBoxes are fully self contained, no set up or assembly

. Energy Recovery is available on all FireBoxes

AIR BURNERS, LLC . 4390 Cargo Way. Palm City, Florida 34990 . 888.566-3900 . 772-220-7303
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FireBox Standard Features

Portable Design
Enables transport com.
pletely assembled and
ready for Immediate use

Portble Design. No disassembly required for transporttion.
Ready for immediate use at the time of delivery.

Engine, fuel system and all mechanical components
are protected by a fire retardant fiberglass cowling.
Engine controls, over center clutch lever and gauges
are located on the side of the cowling for easy access.

AIR BURNERS, LLC . 4390 Cargo Way. Palm City, Florida 34990 . 888-566-3900 . 772-220-7303
30



(-~
/'

("

...LL FireBox vs. Chipper
Cost Comparison

S-SERIES SYSTEM COMPARISON
..__u..-

Fuel -..
Overall 5ize Fire Box Weight Con- Average

Model Thru-put
LxWxH LxWxH Ibs. sumption tons/hr.gal/hr*

5-327 37' 4" x 11' 10" x 9' 7" 27' 2" x 8' 5" x 8' 1" 52,000 3.5 6-10

5-321 31' 4" x 11' 10" x 9' 7" 46000 3.5 5-8

5-220 30' 2" x 8' 6" x 8' 6" 19' 8" x 6' 2" x 7' 1" 33,500 2,5 3-6

5-217 27' x 8' 6" x 8' 6" 16' 5" x 6' 2" x 7' 1" 30,000 2.5 2-5

5-116 20' x 7' 5" x 7' 8" 16' x 5' x 6' 24,000 1.5 1-4

IOOse..

5-111 16' x 7' 5" x 7' 8" 11' x 5' x 6' 21,300 1.5 0.5-2

* Approximate Valuès

.
Fuel CQst (S220: 13 hrs; Chipper; 6 hrs)

Maintenance and Repairs
S-220: $0.60/hr; Chi er: $16.00/hr
Hauling of Residual to Landfil

(50 Miles (§ $4.00/mile with 20-ton Dump Truck)
Tipping Fees at Landfil ($30 per Ton)

$8

$200
(1 load)

$90

$540

$96

$2,400
(12 loads)

$2,940

$5,000
(25 loads)

$3,000
~r~016iii7:J ~~~J~g*~r?~~~ ~iE_~~~8~~~~ ~__=-_-~=-~~ ~~~=-_~___,:~~fi~~~~ ~- ~~~ ~~~- ~~ ~~~~:K~~'~=~~~J =~-__~~L-~- .-:-l~~1~~~(~~~ ~~~~~~

NOTE5:
i. Chipper, approx, 400HP, Diesel fuel consumption: approx. 30 gallhr. Diesel fuel at $3.00/gal.
2. Chipping process and chip handling produces large amounts of particulate matter (PM) in the form of wood dust that can,

cause serious ilness in exposed workers. Wood dust is a proven carcinogenic (cancer-causing). Chipping losses, mostly in
form of wood dust, are approx. 2% or 2 tons in this example. Only 98 tons of wood chips are deposited into the landfill.

3. Air Curtain Burner residual is 3 tons of ash, hauled by 1 truck, but is usually land-applied on site; Chipper residual yields no
weight reduction, but does provide significant volume reduction. In this example, waste is hauled by at least 12 trucks, each
carrying approximately 22 cubic yards or 5 - 6 tons.

4. The S-220 isa medium size above ground refractory walled firebox. Larger and smaller models and trench burners are also
available. See ww.airburners.com

. Contract Holder

AIR BURNERS, LLC . 4390 Cargo Way. paljfity , Florida 34990.888-566-3900.772-220-7303
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!!ely, Hannah

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Glowacki, Therese
Friday, June 05, 2009 4:48 PM
Hippely, Hannah
Himick, Jason
FW: LU-09-0010 Forestry Processing and Sort Yard

( ,
I

Hi Hannah,

Attached is the modified Site Plan Schematic with the contours labeled (thanks to Jason Himick). Also, the following
paragraph is for clanfication on the grading:

Once trees are removed, a road grader wil be used to smooth the surface of the circulation routes and provide the proper
cross pitch for positive drainage. As the existing soil is primarily decomposed granite, with little organic matter, there is no
overburden to remove to achieve a firm drivable surface. We estimate that no more than six (6) inches of soil wil be
moved per square foot of area covered by the circulation routes. This equates to eight (8) cubic feet of matenal per linear
foot of the sixteen (16) foot wide circulation route and six (6) cubic feet of per linear foot of the twelve (12) foot wide
circulation route. The total surface area of the circulation routes is approximately 18,300 square feet, which equals a
maximum of 340 cubic yards of material moved. There wil be no other grading on the site (cut or fill) as the primary
infrastructure is located on the most level portion of the site. The site improvements on this working sort yard wil not be
as refined as a residential and commercial development.

Site Plan SChematic
2009_06_03...

Thanks, and let us know if there js anything else you need.. . i:~.' ~ .
Therese

Therse Glowacki, Manager
Resource Management Divion
Boulder County Parks and Open Space

(303)678-6206

---Original Mesge-
From: Hippely, Hannah
sent: Tuesay, June 02, 200911:32 AM
To: Glowack, Theres
Subject: LU-09-0010 Fores Presing and SOrt Yard

Hi Therese,

I wil be processing this docket for the Land Use Department. It should be sent out on referral in the
next day or so, I am currently working on securing a BOCC hearing date and time.

I reviewing the application materials i noticed a few things and wanted to give you a heads up. First,
there is not any title information in the application materials; if you could send that my way as soon
as you can that would be great. Secondly, the site plan shows some contour information but it
would be helpful ifthe existing and proposed contours were shown and if the contours were
labeled, so we have a better understanding of what the grading on the site entails. We should be
able to send the referrals packets out without these items but wil need them as soon as you can.
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Parks antfJpen Space
5201 St. Vrain Road . Longmont, Colorado 80503
303.678.6200. Fax: 303.678.6177 . ww.bouldercounty.org

,/ (

MEMO

To:
FROM:

Hanah Hippley, Land Use Planer
Therese Glowacki, ,Resource Manger
Scott Golden Forest Specialist'
Jwy 8,2009

LU09-00l0
DATE:
RE:

Followig are our respnses to questons raised in the LI/SR reviews for LU 09-0010, Communty
Forestr Sort Yard at Ridge Road.

. 1. The Site Plan shows the 'Limt of Cleag' as 2.5 acres yet the application nartive refers to
a 5-acre area, please clarfy which number is correct. .

,a. We wouldlike the ability to expand to no more th 5 acres over the life of the sort
yard howevér tIie 'Origial clearg will only be 2.5 acres. " .

,2. The site plan also shows a portble pond and the nartive refers to wildland fire SUpression
appartu. Is the portble pond the widfie suppession appartus? Please explain in more
detail tht the wildland fie :sappression and prevention measues.

a. The portble pond is a'par of the wildland fue suppression apparatus. At a
minium ,therewill be a pum and fie hose in addition to' ths portble pond.

3. The site plan shows a kiln and 'roll off dumpster but does not explain the us of these item,
please provide the details' of use for these ite. (Wat their purose is, how often they will
be used, how often the dumster will be reloved and replaced; etc.)

a., . The kim is a modfied mpdular'storage container tht would be used for heat-treatig
inested wood. It would provide a place to put logs tht are curently infested so they

could be satid. Tiris woùld allow the wood to be used for fiewood locally or in
forested areas, without worr that MPB would spead if the logs were taken off site.
The ¡'oii~tfis for cold ash disposaL. Local recyclinglandscape companes will useths for soil ameidnents. . .

4. , The nartive also notes that the "no ACB opetion will take place durg red flag days or
when not exempted durg fie restrctions". What entity is responsible for deterg when
the ACB is exempted from fie restctions? How wil ths exemption be deteed?

a. In Boulder CountY it is the Sherffs Office. .The Sherffs Offce haS severl levels
of fie restrctions and the ACB is not affected by all levels. We will comply with allrestctions thtinclude the ACB. ., .

5. The nartive also notes that the ACB will be covered with an ember screen when sustained

wid speds reach 15mph ard at the conclusion of opetion each day~ Is there a wid sped
at which opetion of the ACB would cease completely?

a. By coverg the ACBwith an embe screen, it mean we can no longer add more
, niteal to bur, so Opertions are being shut down. At the same time, fue engie is

being tued down, so less air is being added to the fie (again another measure of
shuttg it down). If wid speeds remain sustained at15 nih or greater, the ACB
would not be staed again tht day.

6. Section H of the nartive notes tht infested mateal will not reside at the site for more th
one opetional perod. What is an opetional peod? . .

a. Mountain Pine Beetle inested materal will not remain at the site for more th one
operational perod durg established flight tie (7/15-9/15). The definition of an
opetional perod for ths purose is 24 hours. Cuently MPB infested wood is not

being accepted at the sort yards durng established flght tie so this is somewhat of
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a moot point at the curt time. Ips beetle infested materal will contiue lobe

accepted throughout the opertional season and is not subject to removal off of site
with orie opertional peod. Ips pheromone trps ar cureitly being usd, which /'

mitigate spead into the suroundig forest and also drw in andtrp existig i

populations from the suroundig forest. ,
7. If chippers, grder, and debarkers are to be used on an as needed basis it is possible that ths

machier could be in us a signficant porton of tie. Wht noise level is generted by ths
,machier (dBA)? Have you considered restrctig the use of the noisiest machier to
specific peods of 

time? luhderstad tht the vegetation is thought to bufer most of the

noise generted by the site, what is the'expcted dBAat the proper line when the noisiest of
the machier is in opertion?

a. See attched reprt. Projected maum noise level is less th 30dB ~tthe closest
residence -825' in the distace. Ths level falls well below the accepted levels for
dayte residential areas.

8. I understad tht the proposed ACB will exceed EPA reguations for Ai Cuìn Incinertors,
plea provide inormtion regadig what the emission asociated With the ACB are

expected to be and how ths is monitored.' .
a. The ACB will meet EPA reguations for Ai Curin Incinertors. Ths unt has a

teora pet issued 
by thê Colorado J)eparent of Public Health and

Envionmeit.. 'It is grtedsubject to all rues and reguations of the Colorado Ai
"Qûlity ControÏ C~inssion and the Colorado Ai Pòï1ûtion Prevention and Control

Act C.R.S. (25-7-101 et seq), to those generl-er and conditions included in the
pert, They have specific tertnitlined in the tepora pent.

Ths unt is expected to emitLlpoundsofPM 2.5 pe ton of :wood bured, 
compared

to 25.5 pounds per ton bured in slash piles. . ' , .

It also bum cleaner than an EPA cered wood stove. . Accordmg to EPA,
''htt://ww.epa.gov/woodstoves/effêiently.htm:: old ineffcient wood stoves emit
between 15-:" 30 g/ while certified stoves emit 2'.. 7 gi. The EPA pape and site
'bélow ~ht1://ww.aiburer.comIATA-
FitES TechÆPApaperVegDebris080307.pdf:, on line 178 notes PM
,cöncentrtions .97 k, (970 g/). .So ths would give us between 30 - 60 old

. stoves. Fireplaces, also according to EPA, eIt 20 ties more PM th cerfied

..~tovèsandsix times more than uncered. 'So using the ind rages for cerfied and

uncerfied stoves, fieplace emssioli would be '100 - 130 g/. 'So tht woUld be 7

to 10 fieplaces. " . .
.: .

The reference, C. A. Miler and P. Lemieux,2007, Emissions from the Burning of
. Vegetative Debris in Air Curtain Destructors, J. AWMA, 57, 959-967, also
'. explains:

7he average CO measured was 140 ppm, with C02 at 0.75%. PM levels were
reported as "too low to measure, " although opacities were reported to be at ~
Ringlemann smoke number (5%) for 95% of the operating time.. Dunng unit startup,
the opacit was reported to be 40% (Ringlemann2), and when diesel fuel was

intruced to ignite the.bed, Ringlemann numbers as high as 8 were noted. 12"

Ai quality is monitored by the Colorado Deparent of Public Health and '
Envionment. The County Public Health representatives oft conduct the on site
opacity testg for the State.
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9. Should the screening curently provided by existig vegetation be destroyed the application

rtterals indicate that natul asen and shrb regenertion will be encouraged. The new

vegetative screeng would likely tae some tie to accomplish the screeing necessar,
please provide an interm, screening plan.

a. As the inested lodgepole trees die, they will remain stading if they are not a curent
hazd to public Right of Way, sta or site users. There is a significant aspen
component to the vegetation on site, which will tae advantage of the increased
sunight and resources and begi expanding before the tree are taen down. We feel
the Iltual vegetation and regeneration will be sufcient for the short and long ter.

10. The nartive notes that a portble offce may be located on the site. Is ths the shed
identified on the site plan? If not what is the use of the shed shown? If the shed is less th
120 sq. ft. it will not need a Buildig Pert. If the shed is the temra offce then as any
occupied strctue ít wil need a buIldig pert. Wiltheoftce strctue be temora (on
site for less th 6 month)? If the strctue is not tepora then.it will be required to be
constrctd as a perent strctue and meet all applicable buildig codes. ' . ,

a. The shed on the site plan is the one we would use as a portble offce. If and when
we were to put ths in place, as an occupied strctue, we would get a building
pert.'

l 1. Slash would need to be hauled .(by a front-ed loader?) from the public drop-off area to the
air curin burer. Ths heavy-use area crosses the designated large v~hicledcirculation route.
ShoUld the ABC be placed west of the large vehicle route to avoidthspotential confict?

a. The designate large vehicle circulation route is used ver inequently. We located

the ACB to be the fuest awayfroii the public drop off area as possible, therefore
we would prefer to keep the ACB to the east of the large vehicle circulation route;

12. The fencing proposal is unclear. Would the entie site be fenced, and what tye offence
would be Used? How does jus fencing proposed prevent access to the site from the nort
east or west? It is ackiowledged that ths prope is already used in an unauthorid maner
(the social tril network) and a County road borders the proper on the nort. Full screeg
;of the site seem more ,appropriate, pleae explain wliy only the vehicle access is proposed for~~~ "

a. We don't intend on fencing the whole site. The proposed fencing is an added
precaution for erosion control to mitigate potential site ru-off; The gate across the

. entr, road and the existig trees suroundig the site will prevent vehicles from
,accessing the site aft hour.

, 13. Screeng and Ladsaping, fist thee sentences: Ths states tht the cleag will be at leat

100 feet from Ridge Road, but only (at leat) 50 feet of trees, would screen it. Since the edge
of Ridge Road is tred thoughout ths area, ths is confing. Furer, "This is shown in

Figue Ll,"but it is not apparent on the drwig except perhaps 'by scale.

a. The proposed cleag of 2.5 acres leaves the cleaed area 100 feet from Ridge Road.
If we were to expand into the ful 5 acres, the cleared area may expand but would not
be less th 50 feet (with trees as screening) from Ridge Road.

14. M. Electrcity, Restrooms and Water. Using the restroomfacilities in theTransporttion shop
does not seem practical when only a single staff peron is on site. The site would .be
occasionally unattended. Wil the site be closed if stff has left to use the facilities at the
County Trasprttion shop is an on-site facility (portble toilet) necessa?

a. There will be' a portble toilet on site.
15. Section Onotes tht the facilty will not accept beetle-inested wood durg the beetle's flght

tie of July 15 to Septeber 15. Does this refer to just the Mountain Pine Beetle or will no
beetle infested wood (regardless of beetle tye) be accepted durg tht tie? Additionally

will all the beetle-infested wood accepted previous to July 15th be processed or removed from
the site prior to the flght tie so that durg beetle flght tie not only does the site no accept

beetle-infested wood, but it will also not be storig or processing beetle inested wood?
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a. Ths refers to only MPB infested wood. At the Meeker sHe we are using Ips

'pheromone trps, which are ver effective at mitigatig the spread ofIps to near-by
trees. All MPB inestedwood accepted pror to July 15di would be processed prior taestablished flght time. ' i

16. The nartive notes that the gudeline in section 0 will be 'reasessed anualy', what does
ths mean? Wht would be contemplated durg ths reassessment?

a. We would assess whether the outbrea is so widely spread tht movig inested wood
would not compound the problem. We would rely on recommendations from the
Colorao State Forest Serce as to whether we change our "no inested wood"

policy.
17. The application provided inormtion regadig site restoration but does not mention site

Ínintenance durg opertion. . Wil the beetle-affected trees on the proper be removed and

processed on the site? --
a. We will trt all trees with the 5-acr area. There are. defitely mote trees on the

proper tht are inested, however, like other County maaged propees in the
lodg€pole forests, we will not be tag ever infested tree down.

18; The application materals do not provide any inormtion regardig how long the facility is
expected to be in opetion?

a. We don't have an exact date where ths site would be no longer useful to the
. 
communty. The inesttion could go on.for 10 to 15 yearS''OI"nore, and the afr
effects may last even longer. That is why we will review ths on a thee-year cycle

. with Lad Use to be sue the use still necessa.
19. In the defintion section of the nartive (section Il it notes tht 'mateal will be sortd and

processed for highest curt vaue, includig products such as poles, rals, post, logs,
,fiewoo mulch or biomass energy and that "equipment that cpuld~ utilized on site or in
conjunction with the project may include; air curin burer, woo chippe, log hadling
and processing equipment, and trrt trcks and trilers"., I am unclea as to the extet of
'the processing t1t will tae place on the site. Wil products such as poles, rails, posts, logs,
.fiewood,mulch or biomas energy be produced on site? Wht is the 'scope of the activities

tht will tae place on the site? '

a. We may chip or grd mateal on site, allpwthe public to take firew()od if the wpo
is not inested, and setlogs aside for posts. . All these means of dealig with the wood
tht will come in are curently in use at the Meeker'Park sort yard. ,As mateal

. comes in, the site supersor separtes out the woo into useable materal then .bum
, the rest.Pea-to-Peak wood has helped arge for the 'useable .posts, logs and chips

to be moved off site. The intent is to utli local materal for local uses.whenever
possible.

20. How isthe-ahgenerted by theACB disposed of? .
a. The ash is stored in the onsite roll off container, soaked with water, and utilizd by

local recycling/andscápe supplier as a soil amendment. '
21. As noted by the, referl agencies a Stormwater. Discharge Pert and Ai Pollution Emissions

Notice will be required, please provide timeline for obtaing these perts.
a. We wil obtain a Stòrmwater Dischage Pert in conjunction with the gndig

pet. We have already applied for the Ai Pollution EmiSsions and we have a
tempora pet. The final should be issued by the fall of 2009.

(\
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Anticipated Noise Levels at Proposed Ridge Road Community
Forestry Sort Yard

C: Scott Golden
Resource Specialist - Forest Health & Utilization

Boulder County Parks & Open Space

July 7,2009

Intròduction
This report and literatue search was compiled to address concerns voiced by

neighborig constituents of the proposed Communty Forestr Sort Yard site on Ridge
Road. Although not zoned as industral, ths site is located in the same immediate area as
the-Boulder County Road Maintenance Facility, Boulder County Transfer Station, .
Nederland School Bus Storage & Maintenance Facility, CDOT Maitenance Facility, and
USFS Work Station. Specifically, this report outlines noise levels produced by
equipment with the greatest impact as well as the noise bufferig effect created by
distance and suroundig forest cover.

Equipment
Griders & chippers have the greatest noise impact potential of any of the

equipment that wil be operated on site. Therefore, the focus will be on specific unts that
we curently operate or have operated in the past for ths operation, specifically, a
Morbark 18" Whole-Tree Chipper and Vermeer HG6000 Horizontal Grider.
Specifications are as follows:

Morbark 18" Chipper with 250HP Caterpilar Engine
80 dB ratig (g 50', fully operational (mfr. ratig)

Vermeer HG6000 Horizontal Grinder with 630HP Caterpilar Engine
105 dB rating (g 10', fully operational (mf. ratig)

An example of curent use in the area would be the Nederland Transfer Station where
BOCO Resource Conservation rus the communty slash-chipping program. Contractors
utilized for the program normally use chippers in the 12-18"" class. A comparable
machie would be: .

Vermeer 2100XL (20") Chipper with,. 150-175HP Engine
99.2 dB rating (g operator station, fully operational (mfr. rating)

There is also concern regarding the noise level of the Air Curai Burer, S-220 unt.
Noise impact from this unt is less than either grders or chippers and is rated at:
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Air Curtain Burner 8-220 with 59HP Kubota Engine
88 dB rating (avg) ~ 10', fully operational (mfr, ratig)

Comparisons
The followig char outlines other miscellaneous activities for comparson

puroses:

Sound Level Decibel Loudnes Comparison Chart

I ~, Environmental Nois J
I

" "

II IWeakest sound heard OdB

I 30dB I

Norml c:n~,,~rstlon (~ I 6o-7OdB J
Teleohone dial tone SOdB

CIty Traffc (I'!slce car) SsdB

I Train whiste at 500', Truck Traffc I 90dB

I Subway trin at 200' II 9sdB I

Level at which sustined expoure may reult in
I

90 - 95dB
I

Power mower at 3' 107dB
Snowmobile Motorcde , 100dB

,

Power saw at 3' 110dB
Sandblastng, Loud Rock Concrt 11SdB

I Pain begins I 12SdB

I Pneumatic riveter at 4' II 12SdB i

Even short tenn expoure can cause permanent

I i

damage - Loudes recmmended expoure WIT l.4OB
hearina Drotecton

I Jet engine at 100', Gun Blast II 140dB I

Deth of hearina tissue II 180dB I

i nlJl'a:i: !CnlJnr nn~JhlA II 1q-R I

Per~tins of :inc in Decibel Level
Imperc~e ~~e ldBBa..1 ~ ""dB

Clearlv Noticeable 5dB
About TwIce ..s Loud 10dB

About Four Times ..s Loud I -- 20dB I~ 'Sound Levels of Music
60 -70dB

, 70dB
Chamber music small ..udltorlum 75 - 8SdB

Plano Fortssimo 84- 103dB
Violin 82'- 92dB

L cello I 85 -111dB
Oboe 95-112dB
Flute '" 92 -103dB
PI=olo 90 -106dB

" CI"r1net 85 -'l14dB
French horn I 90 - 106dB I

Trombone I 85 - 114dB I

~, Tympani & bass drun" , ~ I 106dB ,~
W..lkman on 5/10 94dB

, Svmphonlc music ~k 120 - 137dB~

Amplifier roc, 4-6' 120dB
L ~ Rock muslc~ pe..k I 150dB

Statistcs for the Debel (Loudness) Comparison Chart were taken frm a stdy by Marshall Chasin,
M.SC., Aud(C), FAA, Centr for Human Perfrmnce & Health, Ontario, canada. There were some
conflictng readings and, In many cases, autors did not specfy at what distnce the readings were taken
or what the muslêlan was actally playing. In general, when there were several readings, the higher one
was chosen.

(Courtesy of Reliability Direct)
htt://v:ww.reliabiJitydiret.comIIStorePDFIRI_DecibaIChart.pdf \,
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Noise Reduction
Noise impact may be mitigated by several means. In the case of the proposed site

we will utilize two natual existig methods; distance and forest buffer. According to
Diagram 1 it is apparent that distace and tree buffers have a substantial dampenig
effect on noise. The closest residence to the proposed site is 825' (horizontal plane).
Calculating the effect of dampenig due to distance alone
o:htt://ww.numericalexample.com/content/view/18/33:; and using the highest noise
impact equipment as a model, the Vermeer HG6000, the effective sound level at the
residence would be - 66 dB. Referrng to Diagram 2, the noise reduction range for a
forest buffer is 5-8 dB per 100' of width. Forest canopy is predominantly contiuous" to
the nearest residence. The calculation of(825'/100')*5dB = 41.25 dB of additional
dampeng. 66dB-41.25dB = 24.75dB of projected measurable sound at the closest
residence. Ths level falls well below the 55-60 dB range for acceptable noise levels for
dayte residential areas.

I DIAGRA 1 I'
;sOd1eef D8Cil!'Dince Dueto1ïhni BUfr
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Di fi No Sou (re

, --~. (N tiivbu.1n no at 55 mp)
-'ß iiwi 10011 wid trrub buf & 4-fthlQ la
-- 'ß no wi 10011 wide trelru bU&12.f hih Ia

.. 60 to 65 dBAacptle no Ie fo ouci co

li55tD60dB
USDA, National Agroforestry Center
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Cumulative Effect

Although it may appear that the effect of simultaeously operating machies
would signficantly increase the noise generatedy that would not be a factual statement.
US Ary Corp of Engieers DEIS Appendix 6 - Noise Measurements and Influencing
Factors, explains ths in detail:

Combining Multle Sound Sources

When sowids ar being generated in the sae gene ar by more th one source,
either at the sae levels or at dierent levels, itis poible to deterne the tota
contròution of thes sour to the noise envionment As mentioned ealier, since

soimd is measured on a ,logac scae, it is not possible to get the combined effect by

sily ad the inoo vales together (i.e. 180 dB +180 dB *- 360 dB). Two

exales are provided below showig how the total overal noise levels are derived from
soimds genered at th sae leve~ and from soimds gener at diert levels.

~ Combing soimds generted at the sae leveL. Addig mwtiple source of the
same soimd pressu level (SPL) is bas on the followig foimula:

SPlw = (10 * log (# of sources))+SPL of one sour
For intace, 3 tu opeg at 140 dB would be cacuated thly:

SPLi = (10 * log (3))+140 == 145 dB re 1 ¡.a

If soimds at a 140 dB level were produce by tw source in the sam ara, the tota
sound level wowd be logathcaly caculed to be 143 dB. If the 1 40 dB s01mds were

generted fr five sources in the sam area, the total soimd level would be 147 dB. If
ten soures were eaèh genertig a 140 dB somid in the sae area, the tota sound wowd
be 150 dB. Ths mea tht in gener, for ever 10 sources in the sae area generati
sounds at the sae leveL. the over sound level incres bv 10 dB.

In consideration of the above statement, concurent use of multiple machines of a
lesser/equal dB ratig than the Vermeer Grider would only have the potential to increase
the overall dB rating by a few points. Any equipment used at the proposed site will have
a lower/equal dB ratig than the Vermeer Grider.

Summary
It is apparent that with the dB ratings provided by manufactuers coupled with the

dampenig effect of both distance and forest cover that noise distubance will be
m.al. Adjoinig residences to the proposed site will experience noise levels that are
well withn acceptable levels. In addition, multiple machies rug concurently will
not increase the dB ratig beyond acceptable levels. '

\
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United States

USDA Dep~rtent of
?? Agneulture

Forest
Servee

Boulder
Ranger District

(¡~ (C ~ n
2140YarmouthAve~ W' ~ rn
B01ìlder, C08030~-161S JUN 2 6 Y
Voiee:,(303) 34-1-250 ,2009
Web: ww.ts.fed.us/r2/mù '
F-ax: 136)-51-2515 L~ER COU,j ,LA~USE i

Fie Code: 1560
Date: Jt2:l_

tlOU1(1er county
Land Use Depent
Att: Hanaf Hippely

P.O. Box 471
Boulder, CO 80306

To Boulder County Commssion,

i appiau(1 you and tloUlder Coun's ¥ar and open Space üeparent m your ettort to proviáe
a location for citizens of Boulder CQuntyJodiPQeofbiomas rela to fote ~geent and
Wtd.e nnngaton project cie to forest fieai issues, such as the MOum PIe Heee
-epidemic. Ths facilty will pr¥i ,agrat-heefttomounta rede In th pas residents
have stggled WI how to ólspse ot mateat associated WI their effOrt to add defensible
space arund their proper and to deal with Mounta Pine Betle inected- tres.

As a maner of a nea by prope, our Wor Cen acss K1dge Kd trm me prpoSed site, l
have some conce abut how thesitemay,potental imt our facilty bu I am confdent we
can wOrk ou those concern W1 Upenspace site maner ii mey become a reai once the

site is operational.

Agam, 1 supprt tbs valuanie beeti to me reSIden ot HoU1der coun and ti you tor youi

continue support of forest managemen and widf mitigaon projec.

Sincerely~

~~
-Cli~'11Nh M. WAUSH
Distct Rager

~

m Caring for the Laii and Serving People
~

Pried on Reced Pap W



Land Use ,,~.

CoùrthouseAnnex . 204513th Stret- Boulder, Colorado 80302 - Tel: 303.441.3930 . Fax: 303.441.48
.Mailng Address: .P.O. Box 471 -Boulder, Colorado 80306 . wv.bouldercounty.org

MEMO TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Agencies
Hanah Hippely, AICP, Planer n
JuneJ,2009'
Docket LU-09-00 1 0

Docket LU-09-0010: BOULER COUN Forestry Processing and Sort Yard
Limited Impact Special Review
Request: A Limited Impact Special Review for a Foresti Processing and Sort

Yard.
At 291 Ridge Road, nort of and adjacent to Ridge Road approxiately
0~15 miles east of Highway 72 (pea to Pea Highway) in the SEl/4 of
Section 12, TownshiplS, Rage 73W.
Forest (F)
Therese Glowacki, Boulder County Parks and Open Spa~

Lotion:

Zonig:
AppIicat:

Limited Impact Special Review is reuir of proposed uses that may have greater impacts on .
services, neighbOrhoods, or the eilvironment thaì those ållowed by right under the Boulder County
Land Use Code. 'Ths procss .wil review confon1ce of the' proposed use wIth the Boulder
County Comprehensive Plan and the Lad Use Code. .

Ths procss includes a public heag 'before the Board of County Commissioners. Adjacent propert

owners and holders of liens, mortgages, easments or other rights in the subject propert are notied
of ths heag. The Lad Use sWI and County Commssioners value comments from individuas

aid referrl agencies. Pleae check the appropriate response below or send a letter~ Late responss

willbe revièwed as the'process-perij-al- eomientswillbe niàdepaiofthe-publierecrd:and
given to the applicat. Only a portion of the subm,itted documents may have ben enclosed; you ar
welcome to review the el1tirfie at the Lad Use Deparent. If you have any questions regardig
this application, please oontact me at (303) 441-3930 or hhippely(gbouldercounty.org.

Plea refu responses to the abOve addfess by .June 18.2009.

~ We have reviewed the proposa and have no conficts. _

Lettr isenclosed.'

Si¡p ~~ PRlName
Agency or Address ¡Jc./£ Còl4

(YiL lJfluI'J l WtL~ ~tr ~
i
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To: ,"dd'
From:
Subject:

Land Use Planner

Eric Philps, Wildfire Mitigation Coordinator
Wildfire mitigation referral comments

(

WilDFIRE MITIGATION REFERRAL RESPONSE

Docket: \-(/ - 01 - 0)( 0
Name:. r.oULD(Çf? ú:UuT 5grtY~4
Address:. d-1( /2/d9-e Pze:d

Referral deadline:

, b ¡ /8 ¡Ò7

Comments: ,

1. Is a WFP is required? If a WFP plan was submitted, has it been reviewed?

D WMP required ø No WMP required for this proposal

D' WMP submitted D WMP not yet received

D WMP reviewed D WMP needs revisions

2. Site Location - Is the proposed location of the structure ok from a wildfire
hazard/d-space perspective? (See comments below)

ø. Yes D No

3. Construction'Materials - Are the proposed materials ok? If not, what is.

D Moderate Hazard Site IR-3 - Wood siding ok

~ High Hazard Site - IR-2 - No wood siding, limited wood exterior trim

D Extreme Hazard Site -IR-1 - Non-combustible exterior required

3. Driveway Access for Emergency Vehicles - Are improvements necessary for the
driveway Iprivate access?

(8 Turnaround required

~riVeWay grading

~ Pullout(s) required

IK Driveway clearance

4~



4. Emergency Water Supply - is a commuriitycistern an option, or Will an individual
"cistern be required (and what capacity)?

(a~116 L~ f'cJ.#rI 1f l(Z 'Individual cistern required Capacity: r-~cJ gallons,
D
D

Community cistern available Contribution: S

Hydrants in the area
(Owner wil need to contact FPD about this)

5. Do you recommend that a sprinkler system be installed (even if the Building Code
does not require it)?

DYes l; No

6. Are there' any other issues related to wildfire l)azard we should.be aware of,cor
that could affect approval of the proposal? (See comments below)

If



Boulder County Parks and Open Space

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Hanah Hippely, Land Use Deparent

Ron West, Natual Resource Planer

June 23; 2009

Docket LU-09-0010, Boulder County Forestr Processing andSort Yard

Site Conditions

I have reviewed the materials submitted by the applicant,. and am familiar with the pàrceL. It is
domiated by lodgepole pine, with a few mixed conifer species. Ground cover and shrb layers
are sparse to none. Less than one acre of aspen is also present, in a single stand.

County Comprehensive Plan Designations

The parcel has the followig designations in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, and from
other resource inventories.

. County Open Space - Mud Lake propert

. Wetland

. Open Corrdor, Roadside

. Adjacent to Public Lands - USFS, on east

Discussion

There are seven semi-industral sites in the imediate vicinty of Ridge Road:

Site
County road maitenance
Nederland road maintenance (under constrction)

State road maitenance
County recycling
School distrct bus bam
US Forest Serice workstation
Private boneyard/storic mig site (to north)

Approx. Footprit in Acres

4.7
3.0
2.1
0.8
2.4
2.9
5.0

Total 20.9

The proposed facility would clear and occupy 5 acres of the 36-acre open space propert.
Although ths would cumulatively add to the distubances in the locale, it would be a temporar
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impact; the site is to be restored to native conditions. Additionally, since the site is vially all

lodgepole pine, impacts to wildlife habitat would be mior. A pure stand oflodgepole is the
least diverse and the least important wildlife communty tye in the montane zone of the
mountais.

There are no formal public trails on the propert, though a number of 
, 'uauthorized" social trails

have developed though local use. The facility would avoid these featues.

The O.l-acre wetland/pond was mapped by Wright Water Engieers in 1993, and classified as
palustre, shrb-domiated, seasònally flooded with emergent vegetation. It would be about 250

feet from the edge of the site and would not be impacted. Aspen would also be avoided.

The parcel's Open Roadside Corrdor designation is associated with the Peak to Peak Highway,
not with Ridge Road. The facility would not be visible from the highway. Thè entire landscape in
the vicinty will likely change signficantly from the,on-gning beetle epidemic.

Recomiendatioiis

· A state, stormwater management plan (SWM) should be required.
· A "ki~" is shown on-Figue Ll, though its use is Ilot explained in the application. "-

Simlarly, a portable pond is depicted but is unexplaied.
· Slash would need to be hauled (by a front-end loader?) from the public drop-off area to

the air curai burer. Ths heavy-use area crosses the designated large vehicle circulation

route. Should the ABC be placed west of the large vehicle route to avoid ths potential
confict? . .

· The fencing proposal is unclear. Would the entire site be fenced, and what tye of fence
would be used? '. ,

· i. Screening and Landscaping, fist thee sentences: Ths states that the clearg will be at
least 100 feet from Ridge Road, but only (at least) 50 feet of trees would screen it. Since
the edge of Ridge Road is treed thoughout ths area, ths is confsing. Furer, "Ths is

shown in Figue Ll," but it is not apparent on the drawing except perhaps by scale.
· M. Electrcity, Restrooms and Water. Using the restroom facilities in the Tranportation

shop does not seem practical when only a single staf person is on site. The site would be
occasionally unattended. Is a portable toilet necessar?

· Does the application include an estiate of the time (years) the facilty is expected to be
operational?
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Land Use
Courthouse Annex . 204513th Street. Boulder, Colorado 80302 . Tel: 303.441.3930 . Fax: 303.441.4856

Mailng Address: P.O. Box 471 . Boulder, Colorado 80306 . ww.bouldercounty.org

MEMO TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Agencies
Hanah Hippely, AICP, Planer II
June 3, 2009
Docket LU-09-00l 0

Docket LU-09-0010: BOULDER COUNTY Forestry Processing and Sort Yard
Limited Impact Special Review
Request: A Limited Impact Special Review for a Forestr Processing and Sort

Yard.
At 291 Ridge Road, nort of and adjacent to Ridge Road approximately
0.15 miles east of Highway 72 (peak to Peak Highway) in the SEl/4 of
Section 12, Township is, Range 73W.
Forestr (F)
Therese Glowacki, Boulder County Parks and Open Space

Location:

Zoning:
Applicant:

Limited Impact Special Review is required of proposed uses that may have grater impacts on
services, neighbgrhoods, or the environment than those allowed by right under the Boulder County
Land Use Code. This process wil review conformance of the proposed use with the Boulder
County Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Code.

This process includes a public hearing before the Board of County Commissioners. Adjacent propert
owners and holders of liens, mortgages, easements or other rights Ìn the subject propert are notified
of this hearing. The Land Use staff and County Commissioners value comments from individuals
and referral agencies. Please check the appropriate response below or send a letter. Late responses
will be reviewed as the process permits; all comments wil be made par of the public record and
given to the applicant. Only a portion of the submitted documents may have been enclosed; you are
welcome to review the entire fie at the Land Use Deparent. If you have any questions regarding
this application, please contact me at (303) 441-3930 or hhippel~bouldercounty.org.

Please retu responses to the above address by June 18,2009. .

_ We have reviewed the proposal and have no conflcts.
-- Letter is enclosed.

Signed C2 fJ PRlNameLM.J F S,,"'r:o..er

AgencyorAddress~tJo. Cc\A~( Ç)~~t Ç)~ Tr~st~r-k\-'o"\
f

\

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner
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Iì Transportation Department
2525 13th Street, Suite 203. Boulder, Colorado 80304 . Tel: 303.441.3900 . Fax: 303.441.4594
Mailng Address: P.O. Box 471 . Boulder, Colorado 80306 . ww.bouldercounty.org

June 18,2009

TO: Hannah Hippely, Staff Planer, Land Use Deparent

Chad Schroeder, Development Review Planner CF5FROM:

SUBJECT: Docket # LU-09-00l0: BOULDER COUNTY Forestr Processing and Sort Yard
Limited Impact Special Use Review

The Transporttion Deparent has reviewed the above referenced docket and has the following
comments about the development.

1. The Transportation Deparent wil issue an access permit to Ridge Road during the building
permit process.

2. Due to over one acre of distubance, a Stormwater Discharge Permit wil need to be obtained

from the State of Colorado and a Stormwater Management Plan sent to Boulder County to be
kept on file.

3. The proposed driveway and accesses shall conform to Section 4.5 and Stadard Drawings 5,
12, 14 and 15 of the Boulder County Road Stadards and Specifications.

4. Staff requests that the applicants acquire the services of a trafc engineer registered in the

State of Colorado to do an analysis on the proposed facilty's traffc generation based upon
the Institute of Transporttion Engineers methodology and to then provide a trafc impact
letter containing hislher findings. The letter shall provide an estimation of the projected trp
generation for all trafc related to the proposed use (drop-offs, employees, supplies, etc)

along with providing an assessment of the sight conditions. The Transportation Deparent
wil collaborate with the applicants to prodúce an acceptable trafc impact letter.

This concludes our comments at this time.

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner
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., Transportation Department
252513th Street, Suite 203 . Boulder, Colorado 80304 . Tel: 303.441.3900 . Fax: 303.441.4594
Mailng Address: P.O. Box 471 . Boulder, Colorado 80306 . ww.bouldercounty.org

June 30, 2009

TO: Hanah Hippely, Staff Planer, Land Use Deparent

FROM: Chad Schroeder, Development Review Planer C-P5

SUBJECT: Docket # LU-09-00lO: BOULDER COUNTY Forestr Processing and Sort Yard
Limited Impact Special Use Review

The Transportation Deparent has reviewed the above referenced docket and has the following
addendum comments about the development which complements the referral dated 18 June 2009.

1. The proposed intèrior roads for the sort yard are situated in the ideal locations for minimizing
the amount of grading and distubance for road constrction due to the relative flat grades.
Laying out a road network over other areas on the affected parcel could potentially require
steeper sloped-roads requiring more grading than the proposed road alignents, which would
also create a greater potential of road base erosion. Additionally, the proposed location
minimizes the lengt of driveway from Ridge Road to a potential proposed site on the parceL.

2. Staff notes that the projected trip generation level of the sort yard summarized in the Trafc
Review is acceptable for Ridge Road. However, given that the sort yard is a new use with
limited historic traffc data, staff requests on a monthly basis that the applicants, durig the
typical three busiest consecutive days in the week, provide the total trips to and from the site
as well as turning movement counts at the access. Contact the Transportation Deparent for
any questions on trafc counting details. After one year, the Transportation Deparent wil
review and evaluate the trafc information and make recommendations at that time on any
road and/or site changes as well as determine future trafc documenting needs.

This concludes our comments at this time.

\

Cindy Domenico County Commissioner
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Transportation Departmel1t
2525 13tll Street..Suita 203 . Boulder, Colorado 80304 . TeJ:303.44t,3900 . Fax: 303.441.4594
MailngAdd~ess~ P.O. Box 471 . Boulder, Colorado 80306 .WW.boUldercounty.org

July 14, 2009

Traffc Impact Review: Ridge Road ,Community Forestry Sort Yard

To: BoulderUounty Parks and Open Space 'Department
Boulder County Land Use Department

This Traffc Review is for a Limited Impact/Speciai RevieW Application of the Ridge Road
Community f()restry Sort¥ard. The 5"acresjtevvitn¡o~3,6..aGreParks and Open space
parC"ellsldöated 150'fe81east of theenttanceiof/:éBø:tidsrC:ounty, Ro'ad Maintenance
Y:ard. BoulderCournty'Parks and Open Spaee l1ayeraerate 6 days a week,Aprilthrough
November, 7:30amtoG:OO pm. With currenf;E3oül~ëI'OòUñty Parks and Open -SpaceStaff,
tbey,antißipate lhissite'wiI be open apprqximately2to.4mQrlthsper year.,

Ttte'lostitute of Transportation-'Engineers'(ITE,Trip~ërlerE:tiori'Manual does not include
laridQ,seørttipger:iêråtiQnnumbers fotFpTe$try$:Ørt~çltd$ites,GlJrrently th,esitehasno'

trçiffçiise. SoulderÇòuntyParksand Qpen:SJiaCefstaffestii:ates that the:Average Daily
Traffc'(ADTl ,forthe,jht'eric:edsort yard wil be iappi:òxìrriately 1J)Otripsperd~y:;~ .

\;

. ,-,----.--.--... .- - - -..

'Elöulder.,C.øûrítyP~fksand'Qpen Space o~erätes;¡:J\IeØke-r'Rã..k.,S.ort yard - apprøxiìTately
1\()rnfe$ 'frOrt1rISØtespaiik., tpQPòapprox'620a)ii'ILaf¡irôer:9ø,unty~,thatgenerates,5(r.AOT~
T~e;~rdge'R9adSgrt.'iÇlrd:Wm' beàpproximateIY.1.smile$,fr()m.Nederland,(po~. ArJprox

13.60Y.an:dParksaiidQpen Spacel)asestìmate.r¡Jl'eRìDTattø.Q~. Anëstiiíateof,ADT
l)etWeëi150 atidtPfra,ppearsreasonablefortheIØGal(ö~" '" ,. " . .~

.f .-..-.----...,' .. - -- - ---,--.., . ..

'Rig~a;Roadisa J!)ave(j€ounty:Røadwitha current,j;~rt.QfiipPfLoxii:ately".900; 'Peak'.Hollr
tOrning'VøI4meßa:teestlm~ted.to be 10 to'20andbsse'd:öi'fthfs"estimafe, do not Wartânta
turrrI8ne'lfuto'the'site.pnisÎte there is approxìmafeiy1¡50f~etof storage: length on the
enltancetoaa, wtlipJi\ViO .aUoW'§ or ß vehiçlesto'stggk'ililhis'areaQtt Riqge Rnåd.,

::";- '." - .-- -- - '--.

The,.entranceiislocatedalonga straight seçtion, òfRiaf:e'R()ar:h~nowing for adequate on..
t9,~dsi,ghtdjstal'ce. ,Piarksand Open Spaceliav~~fafed~flíe'ywil:cleartheentranGeroadto
prøvide, sight distanc.ëperBoulderCounty standards, ' ,

Tbespeed limit on Ridge road is 25 MPH" The mjJ1iml.rn-stoppingsight distaocefor this
$(:'øeâ limit is 155feef, Which is met along Ridge Rø-å(f " , , , ,

Conclusions:
The traffc volumes (based on similar use ass.umptiø,ns)førthe Ridge Road Sort Yärdhavë ~",
been evaluated with nósignÎficant traffic irnpactsantitipatèd()nRìdge Road. The entral:ce
,area should-be clearedpérthe Boulder County TraiisPQdåtronDepartment intersection sight
distance guidelines. Qnce the site is operational; träffçcÖiJDts:should be conducted to
determine the actual peak,.ay volume for further imraacfänalysis.

~'/:""'"
,.,...; ,':"":: :_-~"'- " -,',"'/. ,'J

-~-~",:.;,_:"-?-: .

,', ,.- .,;¡ 26424J /__ .,.~
n ..eer

Daie:~
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., Public Health
Water Quality Program

/"

June 19,2009

Hanah Hippely, Planer II
Boulder County Land Use

RE: Docket LU-09-0010: Boulder County Road Forestr Processing and Sort Yard Limted Impact
Special Review

Dear Hanah:

The materials for the above referenced proposal have been reviewed. It is understood the proposal is
for a forestr processing and sort yard. The propert is located at 291 Ridge Road, S12 TIS R73.
Based on our me review we have the followig comments to offer:.

Drinkig Water ',.
No drn1g water is proposed.

Wastewater Treatment
No toilet facilties are proposed. Sta wil have access to the County Transporttion shop across the
street for restroom facilties. It is recommended that restroom facilities for ths site be designed and
intaled, especially since an offce building is proposed.

Air Quality
For the following comments and infonnation, contact Susan Martino at (303) 441-1176. Included are
comments and (2) Air Pollution Emission Notice applications, one for land cleanng and one for
stationary source emissions, which should accompany them.

~ m ~
FormAPC20D-Gen ,APENLandDevelopm BCForeProæ
eraIAEN-Ver.9... ,;. "erit.pdf ' ri9-SortVard_...

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (303) 441-1157.

Sincerelv.~~-e~
Iris Sherman- Boemker
Environmental Health Specialist

Cc: Therese Glowacki, Boulder County representative
File

Environmental Health. 3450 Broadway. Boulder, Colorado 80304 . Tel: 303.441.1564 Fax: 303.441.1468 '
ww.BoulderCountyHealth.org . ww.bould~9funty,org



il l . ,
Boulder
County

Land Use .~.

Courthouse Annex . 204513th Street. Boulder, Colorado 80302 . Tel: 303.441.3930 . Fæe 303.441.4856

Mailng Address: .P.O. Box 471 . Boulder, Coloradp 80306 . ww.bouldercounty.org

MEMO TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Agencies
Hanah Hippely, AlCP, Planer II
June 3, 20Ó9
Docket LU-09-00 1 0

Docket LU-09-0010: BOULER COUN Forestry Processing and Sort Yard
Limited Impact Special Review
Request: A Limited Impact Special Review for a Forestr Processing and Sort

Yard.
At 291 Ridge Road, nort of and adjacent to Ridge Road approxiately
0.15 miles ea of Highway 72 (pea to Peak Highway) in the SEl/4 of
Section 12, Township is, Rage 73W.
Forest (F)
Therese Glowacki, Boulder County Parks and Open Space

Location:

Zoning:
Applicat:

Limited Impact Special Review is required of proposed uses' that may have greater impacts on
services, neighborhoods, or the eiivironment than those allowed by right under the Boulder County
Land Use Code. Ths process wil review confomance of the propòsed use with the Boulder
County Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Code.

This process includes a public hearing 'before the Board of County Commissioners. Adjacent propert
owners and holders of liens, mortgages, easements or other rights in the subject propert are notifed

of ths hearg. The Lad Use sta and County Commissioners value comments from individuas

aid referrl agencies. Please check the appropriate response below or send a letter. Late responses

. willbe revièwed as the'process permits; all comients wil be made par of the public recörd and
given to the applicant. Only a portion of the submitted documents may have been enclosed; you are
welcome to review the entir fie at the Lad Use Deparent. If you have any questions regarding
this application, please contact me at (303) 441-3930 or hhippely(bouldercounty.org.

Please refurnresponses to the above address by June 18, 2009.

-X We have reviewed the proposal and have no conficts.Letter is enclosed.

S~ed~¥
Agency or Address

PRI Name J~Ef- l~hT
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Land Use i.~.

Courthouse Annex . 204513th Street. Boulder, Colorado 80302 . Tel: 303.441.3930 . Fax: 303.441.4856

Mailng Address: .P.O. Box 471 . Boulder, Colorado 80306 . ww.bouldercounty.or

O~(Ç~D

MEMO TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Agencies
Hanah Hippely, AICP,Planer n
June3; 2009
Docket LU-09-00l0

JUN 09 2009

BOULDER COUNT
I. USE

Docket LU-09-0010: BOULER COUN Forestry Processing and Sort Yard
Limited Impact Special Review
Request: A Limited Impact Special Review for a Forestr Processing and Sort

Yard.
At 291 Ridge Road, nort of and adjacent to Ridge Road approxiately
0.15 miles ea of Highway 72 (peak to Peak Highway) in the SEl/4 of
Section l2~ Township is, Rage 73W.
Forest (F)
Therese Glowacki, Boulder County Parks and Open Space

Location:

Zoning:
Applicat:

Limited Impact Special Review is required of proposed uses that may have greater impacts on
services, neighborhoods, or the eiivironment than those allowed by right under the Boulder County
Land Use Code. This process' wil review conforIance, of the proposed use with the Boulder
County Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Code. .

This process includes a public hearngbefòre the Board of County Commissioners. Adjacent propert
owners and holders of liens, mortgages, easements or other nghts in the subject propert are notified
of ths hearing. The Lad Use staffand County Commissioners value comments from individuals

aid referrl agencies. Please check the appropriate response below or send a letter. Late responses

. willbe revièwed as the 'process permits; all comients will be niade par oftle public recôrd and

given to the applicant. Only a portion of the submitted documents may have been enclosed; you are
welcome to review the entire file at the Lad Use Deparent. If you have any questions regarding
this application, please contact me at (303) 441-3930 or hhippely(bouldeicounty.org.

Please reti responses to the above address by June 18.2009.

g We have reviewed the proposal and have no conficts.
Letter is enclosed.

Signed~ 0 ~ A(j PRID Name CcwiMaod~ -:o~ h Ä. ErCli\:tÕ '
Agency or A ess ßo\.\\def ~h 5~l'~fr~ omc-e
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.!pely, Hannah

From:
~ent:

0:
Subject:

Ludlow, Ryan
Wednesday, July 01,2009 12:02 PM
Hippely, Hannah
FW: Updates: Public Hearing for Nederland Sort Yard has been rescheduled for a later date.

FYI- message from a landòwner about the proposed sort yard.

~ryan

Ryan Ludlow
Forestr Education and Outreach Coordinator

Boulder County Lad Use

From: penny carlisle (mailto:pennyacarlisle(Qhotmail.com)
sent: Tuesday, June 30,20099:51 PM
To: Ludlow, Ryan .
Subject: RE: Updates: Public Hearing for Nederland Sort Yard has ben rescheduled for a later date.

Ryan,

We will be out oftown at the tie ofthe meeting. We support the proposal for a Boulder County Forestr

Processing and Sort Yard. We realize neighbors have concerns, but we feel the sort yard is for the good of the
whole county. The beetle inestation will only get worse and residents need a place to take inected trees.

han you,

Penny An Carlisle
Robert Carlisle

10 ~MAING FOR THE GREATER GOOD
Join me

Date: Tue, 30 Jun 2009 16:05: 18 -0600

From: rludlowtibouldercounty.org

Subject: Updates: Public Hearg for Nederland Sort Yard has been rescheduled for a later date.
To: BCFORESTHEALTHtiLISTSERV.BOULDERCOUNY.ORG

Updates: Public Hearing for Nederland Sort Yard has been tabled to a later date.

Please be informed that at the request of staff, the Board of County Commissioners hearing for the Docket LU-
3-0010: Boulder County Forestry Processing and Sort Yard on Ridge Rd has been tabled from July 9th at 2pm

to the new date: August 4, 2009 at 4:30pm.

5 '¥



June 28,2009

RE: LU 09-0010

Hanah Hippely
Boulder County Lad Use Deparment
2045 13th Street
PO Box 471
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Ms Hippely:

~ ~ rç ~ g w ~fi

JUL 01 2009 (

BOULDER COUNT

LAUSE

Our neighbors and we are extremely concerned about the proposal to locate a Forestr Processing &
Sort Yard ("Yard") on Boulder County Open Space on Ridge Road in Nederland. This operation
has the potential to seriously disrupt the quiet lifestyle we curently enjoy in the mountans.

The potential noise level, especially of the grinders, is of great concern. My husband and I work out
of home offces, so limiting the hours of operation to weekdays 9-5 does nothing to mitigate the
noise level we could be exposed to.

Boulder County made certn specific verbal agreements at past public hearngs, such as those
regarding hour of operation and the tempora nature of the facilty. Why do these agreements not
appear now in the official application? We propose limiting the operation to a 5 year lifespan. And
we furter propose that the facilty not use any noise producing machinery on weekends.

Another critical desire is that no trck trc headed to or from the Yard be allowed to use Hurrcane
Hil Road. This road is very windy, and many car cannot remain on their own side of the road when
coming around the curves. I often encounter vehicles in my lane. I DO NOT want to encounter a
large trck in my lane. All trcks using the Yard should be required to approach and exit via the

Peak to Peak Highway.

Please do not allow this operation to negatively impact our lives in the mountans.

Sincerely,

lJ1X~$
Peggy and Kevin Probst
10 Timberline Road
Nederland, CO 804

cayman gal (gnedemet.net
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John and Annie Bonvouloir
PO Box 1264 - 1423 Ridge Rd.

Nederland, CO 80466

June 30, 2009

RE: LU 09-0010

Hannah' Hippely

Boulder County Land Use Departent

2045 13th Street
PO Box471
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Ms Hippely:

Our family is concerned about the proposal to locate a Forestr Processing & Sort Yard ("Yard") on
Boulder County Open Space on Ridge Road in Nederland. We understand that the Nederland Board

of Trustees had supported the application with the greater good of Nederland in mind. However
please consider our concerns as we have lived at our current location on Ridge Road since 1993 and
are worred about the impact this facility will have on our lives and possible future resale value of
our propert. Unlike high profile complaints by neighbors to pai:sing jets by DIA, we were already

here not after the fact With that in mind pleas consider our following requests and comments.

Hours of Operation

Boulder County publicly stated that the Yard would be open approXimately 60 days each year. The
application states that the Yard will be open 2 to 4 moIìths each year. Please help keep Boulder
Countys promise to the public by limiting operations to 2 months each year.

We want the Yards hours of operations limited to weekdays between 9 AM and 5 PM so that noise
and smoke from this facility will not effect our daily lives. Allowing 2 hours for proper shut-down of
the Air Curtin Burner ("ACB"), the Yà.rd receives its last delivery no later than 3:00 PM.

Further, Boulder County stated in past public meetings that the Yard will be closed when the ACB is
not on site. This is missing from the application and should be added.

Noise

The use of front-end loaders, other log handling machinery, chainsaws, chippers, grnders, and the
ACB itself constitutes a significant source of noise pollution in the neighborhood. Please limit the
Yard to a single chipper which should be used only on weekdays (Le. not Saturday). Grinders have
1000 hp diesel engines and due to the tremendous noise they product (96+ dbA or equivalent to a
passing freight train), should not be used in the Yard at any time.

Fire

Please ensure that Yard operations follow the ACB manufactrer's guidelines in regard to wind
speed and distance to trees and stored brush piles.

Please make sure that Yard operations follow the recommendations outlined in section 6.4.10 "Fire
Hazard Rating and Related Control Measures" in the "Hazard Control Plan" document wrtten by
Michael E. Dennis of Los Alamos National Laboratory.
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Due to the high winds this site experiences, Boulder County should perform a study of winds prior
to constrcting the Yard to determine whether safe ACB operation is feasible during the expected

operation schedule.

Beetle flght times

I am greatly concerned over the Yards operations during beetle flght time and its impact on our
neighborhoods forest health. Boulder County repeatedly stated that the Yard would close and cease
operation during beetle flght time. The application does not reflect that promise and should be
updated to match their public assurances.

Traffc

Trucks and vehicles involved in the operation and maintenance of the Yard including removing ash
and wood chips, delivering equipment and supplies, and other actvities should be allowed on Ridge
Road only to the west of the Yard entrance. Turning east on Ridge Road requires vehicles to
navigate through tight turns and steep roads and will cause undue danger for the neighborhood
traffic.

Lengt of Servce

Boulder County made statements promising that this Yard would be temporary; This promise is not
reflected in the application. Other Limited Impact Special Use applications (e.g. LU-08-009) specify
start and end dates of operation. Please limit the Yardsoperations to 5 years.

Statements made by representatives from Boulder County Commis~ioners Offce during a public
hearing in Nederland helped to assuage the fears of community residents and the Nederland Board
of Trustees and played a significant role in building support for this site. However, the
commitments made during that meeting have since disappeared and are not reflected in the
application. Please keep Boulder County tre to their word and enforce the promises they made to
the community.

Sincerely,

John and Annie Bonvouloir
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June 28, 2009

'Rss+ S uSA- D 1c.k.
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PO Box _ "'07 b
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RE: LU 09-0010

Hannah Hippely
Boulder County Land Use Departent

2045 13th Street
PO Box 471
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Ms Hippely:

My family is extemely concerned about the proposal to locate a Forestry Processing & Sort Yard

("Yard") on Boulder County Open Space on Ridge Road in Nederland. The impact of Yard operations

is unprecedented in our neighborhood and represents an order of magnitude beyond anything else
around it. .

Hours of Operation

Boulder County publicly stated that the Yard would be open approximately 60 days each year. The
::pplication states that the Yard will be open,2 to 4 months each year. Please help keep Boulder
Countys promise to the public by limiting operations to 2 months each year.

We want the Yard's hours of operations limited to weekdays between 9 AM and 5 PM so that noise
and smoke from this facilty will not effect our daily lives. Allowing 2 hours for proper shut-down of
the Air Curtin Burner ("ACB"), the Yard receives its last delivery no later than 3:00 PM.

NO WG6k:~D i!(JtIptrt ON PLeA-~€R
Further. Boulder County stated in pas public meetings that the Yard wil be closed when the ACB is

not on site. This is missing from the application and should be added. A ß S: UJí&y ~ (

Noise

The use of front-end loaders, other log handling machinery, chainsaws, chippers, grinders, and the
ACB itself constitutes a significant source of noise pollution in the neighborhood. Please limit the
Yard to a single chipper which should be used only on weekdays (Le. not Saturday). Grinders have
1000 hp diesel engines and due to the tremendous noise they product (96+ dbA or equivalent to a
passing freight train), should not be used in the Yard at any time.

Fire

Please ensure that Yard operations follow the ACB manufactrer's guidelines in regard to wind
speed and distance to trees and stored brush piles.
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Please make sure that Yard operations follow the recommendations outlined in secton 6.4.10 "Fire
Hazard Ratig and Related Co~trol Me;sures" inìhe "Hazard Contról Plan" document written by
Michael E. Dennis of Los Alamos National Laboratory.

Due to the high winds this site experiences, Boulder County should perform a study of winds prior
to constructng the Yard to determine whether safe ACB operation is feasible during the expected
operation schedule.

Beetle flght times

I am greatly concerned over the Yard's operations during beetle flght time and its impact on our
neighborhood's forest health. Boulder County repeatedly stated that the Yard would close and cease
operation during beetle flight time. The application does not reflect that promise and should be
updated to match their public assurances.

Traffc

Trucks and vehicles involved in the operation and maintenance of the Yard including removing ash
and wood chips, delivering equipment and supplies, and other actvities should be allowed on Ridge
Road only to the west of the Yard entrance. Turning east on Ridge Road requires vehicles to

. navigate through tight turns and steep roads and will cause undue danger for- the neighborhood. ,., ~traffc. Dr. IVrf P61?1'1T eflST S iDE -rlJ~/c r1ZA-eL flS 71s )6
iøllt2 OoR- Iv/~rlBOl:Ho(!D gE(2:dNS -"LM '-'iS""fev jfJoFl- rv()iýV -/,,"
Lengt of Servce slf4-

Boulder County made statements promising that this Yard would be l$mporary. This promise is not
reflected in the application. Other Limited Impact Special Use applications (e.g. LU-08-009) specifY
start and end dates of operation. Please limit the Yard's operations to 5 years.

Statements made by representatives from Boulder County Commissioners Offce during a public
hearing in Nederland helped to assuage the fears of community residents and the Nederland Board
of Trustees and played a significant role in building support for this site. However, the
commitments made during that meeting have since disappeared and are not reflected in the
application. Please keep Boulder County true to their word and enforce the promises they made to
the community.

Sincerely, , / ./n~/Y~Y- .'dOZ~ (). lf~

/

\,
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.!ely, Hannah

From:
c;ent:

0:
Subject:

Fred Johnson (gfredj~yahoo.com)
Tuesday, June 30, 2009 1 :02 PM
Hippely, Hannah
Fw: Forestry Processing & Sort Yard on Ridge Rd., Nederland

----- Forwarded Message ----
From: Fred Johnson (gfredj~ahoo.com)
To: ww. hhippely~bouldercounty . org
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2009 1: 55 : 14 PM
Subject: Forestry Processi~g & Sort Yard on Ridge Rd., Nederland

Fred Johnson
1455 Ridge Rd.

Nederland, CO 80466

June 30, 2009

RE: LU 09-0010

Hannah Hippely
oulder County Land Use Department

1045 13th Street
PO Box 471
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Ms Hippely:

'My family is extremely
concerned about the proposal to locate a Forestry Processing & Sort Yard (''Yard'') on Boulder
County Open Space on Ridge Road in Nederland. The impact of Yard operations is unprecedented
in our neighborhood and represents an order of magnitude beyond anything else around it.
Hours of Operation
Boulder County publicly
stated that the Yard would be open approximately 60 days each year. The application states
that the Yard will be open 2 to 4 months each year. Please help keep Boulder County's promise
to the public by limiting operations to 2 months each year.
We want the Yard's hours
of operations limited to weekdays between 9 AM and 5 PM so that noise and smoke from this
facility will not effect our daily lives. Allowing 2 hours for proper shut-down of the Air
Curtain Burner ("ACB"), the Yard receives its last delivery no later than 3:00 PM.
Further, Boulder County
stated in past public meetings that the Yard will be closed when the ACB is not on site. This'
is missing from the application and should be added.
Noise
The use of front-end

oaders, other log handling machinery, chainsaws , chippers, grinders, and the ACB itself
constitutes a significant source of noise pollution in the neighborhood. Please limit the
Yard to a single chipper which should be used only on weekdays (i. e. not Saturday). Grinders

6J



have ieee hp diesel engines and due to the tremendous noise they product (96+. dbA or
equivalent to a passing freight train), should not be used in the Yard at any time.
Fire
Please ensure that Yard operations follow theACB manufacturer's
speed and distance to trees and stored brush piles.
Please make sure that Yard operations follow the recommendations

. "Fire Hazard Rating and Related. Control Measures" in the "Hazard
wri tten by Michael E. Dennis of Los Alamos National Laboratory.

Due to the high winds this site experiences, Boulder County should perform a study of winds
prior to constructing the Yard to determine whether safe ACB operation is feasible during the
expected operation schedule.
Beetle flight times
I am greatly concerned
over the Yard's operations during beetle flight
forest health. Boulder County repeatedly stated
during beetle flight time. The application does
updated to match their public assurances.
Traffic
Trucks and vehicles involved in the operation and maintenance of the Yard including removing
ash and wood chips, delivering equipment and supplies, and other activities should be allowed
on Ridge Road only to the west of the Yard entrance. Turning east on Ridge Road requires
vehicles to navigate through tight turns and steep roads and will cause undue danger for the
neighborhood traffic.
Length of Servlce
Boulder County made
statements promising that this Yard would be temporary. This promise is not reflected in the
application. Other Limited Impact Special Use applications (e.g. LU-eS-ee9) specify start and
end dates of operation. Please limit the Yard's operations to 5 years.
Statements made by
representatives from Boulder County Commissioners Office during a public hearing in Nederl¡
helped to assuage the fears of community residents and the Nederland Board of Trustees and
played a significant role in building support for this site. However, the commitments made
during that meeting have since disappeared and are not reflected in the application. Please
keep Boulder County true to their word and enforce the promises they made to the community.
Sincerely,

guidelines in regard to wind
,- .

outlined in section 6.4.il
Control Plan" document

time and its impact on our neighborhood's

that the Yard would close and cease operation
not reflect that promise and should be

Fred Johnson
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.!ely, Hannah

From:
Sent:

0:
-dubject:

webmaster~bouldercounty.org
Tuesday, June 09, 2009 5:37 PM
#LandUsePlanner
Ask a Planner - Web Inquiry

* * ** * * * * *** * * * *** **** * ********* * ** * * * * ** * * * ** * * * * * * * *** ** * * *** * * * * * * * **** * * * ***

Name: Wendy Cookler
Email_Address:cookle~indra.com
Docket_Number: LU-09-0010
Remote User:
HTTP User Agent: Mozilla/5.0 (Macintosh; U; Intel Mac OS X 10_4_11; en) AppleWebKit/525.27.1

(KHTML, llke Gecko) Version/3.2.1 Safari/525.27.1

Comments _to_Planner:

We are very concerned about the additional traffic on Ridge and Hurricane. Hill and. request
that the entry road be designed in a manner that makes turning to the ,east more difficult.
Ot, perhaps a "no-left turn" sign at the exit. All trucks that come from the county should
be directed not to go down Hurricane Hill to the canyon, but rather to Peak to Peak Highway
and through Nederland. Please consider this since every time a new use is added to Ridge
Road, the traffic increases past residences. Thank you.
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.!ely, Hannah

From:
, Sent:

To:
Subject:

Haverfeld, Carrie

Tuesday, June 23, 2009 12:51 PM
, Hippely, Hannah

FW: Forestry Processing and Sort Yard

/
(

-----Original Message-----
From: Andrew CookIe i" (mailto:cookle~indra.comJ
Sent: Monday ~ June 22~ 2009 12: 12 PM

To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: Forestry Processing and Sort Yard

Dear County Commissioners~
Regarding the Processing and Sort yard that, isunder consideration fOl"Ridge Road north of
Nederland~ it is incumbent upon the county to be as good stewards of their land as they hope
the private landowners will be of theirs. To that end~ we~ the neighbors~expect the county
to' cut and dispose of all the trees infested and killed by the various beetles on the county
open space lands surrounding the sort yard site.
It would be a real shame if the county failed to set a good example for the local landowners
to follow~especially with the processing facility next door.
Thank you very much~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Andrew CookIe i"

.('.

,.¡, ' i_ 0\,:
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l!pely, Hannah

From:
Sent:

'0:
.:ubject:

Stephen Whinston (whinston~hotmail.com)
Wednesday, June 24, 20094:23 PM
Hippely, Hannah
LU 09-0010 Forestry Processing & Sort Yard

Importance: High

Stephen Whnston
POBox 882

Nederland, CO 80466

June 23, 2009

RE: LU 09-0010

Hanah Hippe1y
Boulder County Land Use Depái1ent
2045 13th Street
POBox 471
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Ms Hippely:

1y family is extremely distubed and concerned about the proposal to locate a Forestr Processing & Sort Yard
\"Yard") on Boulder County Open Space on Ridge Road in Nederland. Ths is an industral facility adjoinig a
parkig lot for school buses and a garage for county & state vehicles. The Forest Servce field station is home to
fie fighters durng the sumer months. Ths is,not an industral area as the document tres to describe. Ths is
our neighbnrhood. We live here with our famlies and frends.

A Forestr Processing & Sort Yard is an open ai factory. Raw materials arve at the Processing Yard and arè
transformed though mechancal processes such as chipping, grdig, and burg. These mechancal processes
occur continuously thoughout each day's operations and are noisy and highy intrsive. Ths is not just annther
maitenance facility on Ridge Road. The impact of Yard operations is unprecedented in the neighborhood and
represents an order of magntude beyond anytg else around it.

The proposed hours of Yard operations are completely out ofline with what is acceptable for our neighborhood.
As proposed, when I wake up in the mornng and leave my home for work, the Processing Yard is open and in
operation. When I arve home in the evenig and sit down to dinner with my family, operations at the Yard
continue. When I awake Satuday morng, the Yard begis operations for the day. Thoughout the day on
Satuday, my peaceful weekend is constantly intrded upon by noise, smoke, pollution, and trafc from the
Yard's operation. Sunday is the only day of respite the Yard affords my famly.

It seems crazy to place an Air Curain Burer ("ACB"), highly sensitive to wind conditions, mere yards away
from where a large wind tubine was destroyed by 1 00+ mph winds less than one week after installation. At the
very least, placing an ACB on the widward side ofthe aptly named Hurcane Hil demands a study of the
;Ie's wid conditions to determe whether safe operation is even feasible. In fact, wind speed played

..bsolutely no role in the County's choice of ths site.
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What is the plan for monitorig air quality? What is the plan for conforming to state and Federal air quality
regulations? What is the plan, for makg adjustments when the Yard is not in compliance? These are important
long-term, operational concerns that are not addressed in the application.

Statements made by representatives from Boulder County Commssioners Offce durg a public hearg in (

Nederland helped to assuage the fears of communty residents and the Nederland Board of Trustees and playea
a signficant role in building support for ths site. However, the commtments made durg that meetig have
since disappeared and are not reflected in the application.

For example, the communty expressed great concern over the Yard's operations durg beetle flght time.
Boulder County repeatedly stated that the Yard would close and cease operation durng beetle flght tie.

However, ths promise is explicitly broken in the text (m. 0.) of ths application.

Another example is the repeated assurance that the Yard is a temporar facility. Other Limted hnpact Special
Use applications (e.g. LU-08-009) specify star and end dates of operation. However, ths application avoids
specifyg a period of use and iiplies the Yard as being a facility in perpetuity. Why should ths application be
exempt from that expectation?

Please keep Boulder County tre to their word. Help them enorce the promises they made to the communty.

1. Requie that the Yard be shut durg beetle flght time.

2. Place a hard cap of 5 years on the Yard's lengt of service after which the Yard is permanently shut.
3. Limt the scale of Yard operations to a single ACB, chipper, and grder so as not to unduly impact the
quality of life in the neighborhood.
4. Limt Yard operations to between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM
5. Boulder County stated that the intent is for the Yard to be open 60 days per year. Enforce ths claim with a
requirement that the Yard be open no more than 60 days per year.
6. Ensure that the curent Boulder County Open Space Management Plan remais in effect for the Ridge Roan
Open Space parcel except for the 3 - 5 acres reserved for the Yard.

Does Boulder County have liability insurance coverig the Yard's operations? Whle the chance of wildfie
caused by ACB operation is relatively low (when done in compliance with manufactuer recommendations),
over the lifetie of the Yard ths becomes a signficant risk. Even a single ember-sparked wildfie could cause
catastrophic damage to life and proper. Boulder County should be required to demonstrate an abilty to
mitigate ths risk with fiancial intrents.

Another serious issue with ths application that demands close attention is the fact that, as of the cUrent date,
the proposed site continues to'be managed as Boulder County Open Space as outlined in the Mud Lake IGA.
The language of the IGA expressly prohibits the use of ths parcel as a Forestr Processing and Sort Yard.
Acceptig ths application may well violate these legal contracts.

Whle evaluating the merits of ths application, please take into account the severe impact ths Yard has on our
neighborhood and communty. Our famly and neighbors appreciate your consideration of these items and are
interested in workig together to ensure that the interests of all stakeholders are met.

Sincerely,

Stephen Whston c
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.!ely, Hannah

From:
. Sent:

'0:
.;ubject:

Haverfeld, Carrie

Thursday, June 11, 2009 4:39 PM
Hippely, Hannah
FW: curtain burner

Please include as public comment for the Ridge Rd. forestry sort yard docket.

-----Original Message-----
From: Anne Reach (mailto:drav~indspring. com)
Sent: Wednesday, June Ø3, 2ØØ9 8: 49 AM
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners

Subject: curtain burner

)
) Dear County Commissioner,

June 2, 2ØØ9
)
)
) I am writing you because of my concern about the curtain burner you
) plan to install on my road. I live at 1159 Ridge Road, less than
) a mile from the proposed burning site. I bought this house last
) July for health reasons. I suffer from extreme chemical
) sensitivity, having been exposed to highly toxic fumes in New York
City during the 9/11 terrorist attack. '., One of my biggest problems

~ is with my lungs: they function at aboút half their normal
) capacity. Exposure to toxins brings on acute spasms in my lungs
) reducing my ability to breathe even more. Wood smoke, even the
) smallest. amount, is one of the toxins that cause such acute
) reactions. The curtain burner will obviously emit wood smoke in
) addition to pesticides sprayed on the trees.
)
) If you continue with your current plans for the curtain burner on
) Ridge Road I will have to vacate my house. However, t' have nowhere
) to go and I don't have the money to purchase another house. I
) paid $6eØ,ØØØ. for the house and other necessities to make it
) habitable. Is the county willing to purchase my house so that I
) will have the money to move elsewhere? Even with the money,
) finding a safe place to live given my health issues is extremely
) difficult. It would obviously be in my best interest if you
) decided to site the curtain burner elsewhere. If you need the
) names and phone numbers of doctors who have treated me I will be,
) pleased to provide them.
)
)
) Sincerely,
)
)
) Anne Reach

(3Ø3) 258-74Ø1
~

)
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.!ely, Hannah

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

RogerW Cornell (Corneiicæcolorado.edu)
Wednesday, June 17, 2009 9:07 AM
#LandUsePlanner
Docket # LU-09-001 0 - Forestry Processing and Sort Yard

(

Dear Hannah Hippely ~
I have walked the site and have just a few comments.
The entire use area could be moved about 50 feet to the west to put it right adjacent to the
bus barn. The trees there are dead and by scraping just a little material a good portion of
the project would be tucked behind the existing knoll and hidden from view.
I hope that the project stays a the 2 to 2.5 acre limit which seems like it should be plenty
of space for this project. Please keep it small and use a second phase if there is a need for

more area.
I suggest that the hours be 8:00- 4:00 which is the same as the green box across the road.
There should be a 6 month review of the project to look at the impact and noise that has
affected the neighbors. I' m not worried about the curtain burner as much asI am about althe

truck traffic and the noise from the skid loader. Also, a chipper if used will add to the
noise levels.

1,'" '

\
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Deb Gardner  County Commissioner          Elise Jones  County Commissioner           Matt Jones  County Commissioner 

Community Planning & Permitting 
Courthouse Annex  •  2045 13th Street  •  Boulder, Colorado  80302  •  Tel: 303.441.3930 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 471  •  Boulder, Colorado 80306  •  www.bouldercounty.org 

 

March 19, 2020 
 
 
Boulder County Parks & Open Space 
c/o Stefan Reinold 
5201 St. Vrain Road 
Longmont, CO 80503 
 
 
Dear Applicant: 
 
This letter certifies that a hearing of the Board of County Commissioners, County of Boulder, State of 
Colorado, was duly called and held on February 27, 2020, in consideration of the following request: 

 
Docket LU-19-0041: Parks and Open Space Forestry Processing and Sort Yard 
Limited Impact Special Use Review to allow the continued operation of an existing Forestry 
Processing and Sort Yard on a 36.32 acre parcel located at 291 Ridge Road; submitted by Stefan 
Reinold and Boulder County Parks & Open Space, and the County of Boulder; in accordance with the 
Boulder County Land Use Code. The proposed project is in the Forestry Zoning District, at 291 Ridge 
Road, approximately 1700 feet east of the intersection of Ridge Road and State Highway 72, Section 
12, Township 1S, Range 73W. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners has determined that the request is CONDITIONALLY 
APPROVED, subject to the terms in the attached resolution. 
 
Your approval may have included certain conditions that must be met.  Please contact the Community 
Planning & Permitting Department for more information on any necessary requirements. 
 
If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me at 720-564-2613, or via email at 
sgambrel@bouldercounty.org. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sean Gambrel, CNUa, Planner II  
Planning Division  
Community Planning & Permitting Department 
 
 

mailto:sgambrel@bouldercounty.org
mailto:sgambrel@bouldercounty.org
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 RESOLUTION 2020-26 

 

A resolution conditionally approving Boulder County Land Use Docket  

LU-19-0041: Parks and Open Space Nederland Forestry Processing and Sort Yard 

 

 

Recitals 

 

A. Boulder County Parks and Open Space (the “Applicant”), applied to Boulder County for 

Limited Impact Special Use Review under Article 4-600 of the Boulder County Land Use Code 

(the “Code”) for re-approval of the existing sort yard originally approved as Docket LU-09-0010 

and last approved as LU-16-0041. 

 

B. The subject property is located at 291 Ridge Road, approximately 1,700 feet east of its 

intersection with State Highway 72, in Section 12, Township 1 South, Range 73 W, in a Forestry 

zoning district in unincorporated Boulder County.   

 

C. In 2009, the Boulder County Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) approved a 

Community Forestry Sort Yard (“CFSY”) on Ridge Road to serve the Nederland area. The 

original sort yard approval was in response to the mountain pine beetle and ips beetle epidemic 

taking place at that time. The approval was valid for a three-year period, and the use was 

reviewed and re-approved in 2014 and 2017. In years since the original approval, the majority of 

materials received at the sort yard has shifted from those generated by pest issues to those 

generated by wildfire mitigation efforts. The popularity of the sort yard since its creation has 

proven the need for a publicly-accessible facility where forestry materials may be brought for 

processing. This has been essential in advancing county programs in forest insect/disease control 

and wildfire mitigation. Additionally, materials processed at the yard are utilized as a biomass 

heating fuel source by county facilities. For of these reasons, the sort yard has proven to be an 

important and beneficial asset to Boulder County and residents of the Nederland area. 

 

D. Site improvements required in the 2009 approval were installed for the initial 2010 

season. These included gating and fencing, an access drive built to county standards, internal 

circulation, and a storage shed. Electricity was later added on the site, allowing for the placement 

of a security light near the entrance of the site and providing electrical access for the workers on 

site. 

 

E. The CFSY has operated annually between the months of April and October since 2010. 

Originally, sort yard operations were split between the Allenspark sort yard and the Ridge Road 

facility, with each generally operating during periods when the other was not. The popularity of 

the facilities has led to both sites being open from April through November. 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: BEF53A12-B7D6-49C3-9C89-FDEA877C1730
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F. Some changes to the operation have occurred since the original approval. The county 

initially operated an air-curtain burner on the site to process materials. This burner unit used an 

ember screen but was subject to a number of operating restrictions to reduce fire hazards, based 

on meteorological conditions such as wind. Because there were numerous periods when the air 

curtain burner could not be operated, the county discontinued its use and no longer owns the 

equipment. A mobile grinder was purchased in 2013, allowing the county to produce biomass 

that could be used for heating and compost. The proposed primary method for processing 

materials on site continues to be the grinder unit. However, the Applicant would like to maintain 

the option of an air-curtain burner on the site if desired in the future. 
 

G. During operations, staff regularly grinds slash piles to process and remove the material in 

a very short time-frame, and with minimal restrictions; when grinding slash material there is a 

60% reduction of volume which helps decrease transportation costs. A semi-truck can hold up to 

120 cubic yards of ground slash, and up to four truckloads can be processed in a day. Typically, a 

minimum of two loads are ground at a time to limit the number of grinding days and minimize 

noise. 

 

H. In addition to operations during the April – November season, there is occasionally the 

need to store and/or process materials during the winter months. For instance, a spike in wood 

volume that could be processed and stored for use in biomass heating facilities at county facilities 

occurred after the Cold Spring Fire. Providing a Christmas tree drop-off facility for area residents 

is another need during the current off-season. 

 

I. Two of the primary concerns at the time of the original approval were potential impacts 

from traffic and noise. At each of the prior approvals, the Applicant committed to continued 

monitoring of traffic and noise impacts. Monitoring has taken place throughout the periods of 

operation over the succeeding years, and the Applicant has provided those results for review. 
 

J. While this application does not seek to change the primary characteristics of the use from 

the previous approvals, the Applicant proposes to extend the season that the facility operates. The 

Applicant would like to extend operations to be open during the months of December through 

March. The Applicant proposes that the facility be open for material storage and processing by 

staff on Monday through Saturday, and that the facility be open to the public on Fridays and 

Saturdays. As with current operations, the facility will only be open for an 8-hour period between 

7:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., and grinding operations may only occur between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 

p.m. 

 

K. The above-described request was processed and reviewed as Boulder County Land Use 

Docket LU-19-0041 (the “Docket”), as further described in the memorandum and written 

recommendation to the Board by Boulder County Community Planning & Permitting Department 

(formerly the Land Use Department) planning staff dated February 27, 2020, together with its 

DocuSign Envelope ID: BEF53A12-B7D6-49C3-9C89-FDEA877C1730
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attachments (the “Staff Recommendation”). The Staff Recommendation found that the Docket 

could meet the criteria for approval with recommended conditions, and therefore, recommended 

that the Board conditionally approve the Docket. 

 

L. At a public hearing on the Docket held February 27, 2020 (the “Public Hearing”), as 

further reflected in the official record of the Public Hearing, the Board considered the Staff 

Recommendation, as well as documents and testimony presented by County Community 

Planning & Permitting Department planning staff. The Board also heard testimony from County 

Parks and Open Space Department staff Wayne Harrington and Stefan Reinold on behalf of the 

Applicant. No members of the public spoke at the Public Hearing.  

 

M. Based on the Public Hearing, the Board finds that the Docket meets the criteria for 

Limited Impact Special Use approval for a Forestry Processing and Sort Yard as set forth in 

Articles 4-601 and 4-505.B of the Code, subject to the conditions stated below. 

 

N. Therefore, the Docket can be approved, subject to the conditions stated below. 

 

Therefore, the Board resolves: 

 

Docket LU-19-0041 is approved on the basis and terms set forth in this Resolution, above, and 

subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 4-505.5.e of the Code, the facility is 

approved for operation for a minimum period of three years (2020, 2021, and 2022 operating 

seasons). Prior to any use of the facility beyond the 2022 operating season, the Board must 

review the facility to ensure that requirements and conditions continue to be met and to 

determine if the facility continues to be needed by the community. During the three-year review, 

the Board may set such additional terms and conditions necessary for continued compliance with 

the Code or determine that operation of the facility shall cease. 

 

2.  From April to November, the facility may be open to the public for an 8-hour period 

between 7:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 

 

3. From December to March, the facility may be open to the public for an 8-hour period 

between 7:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays only. The facility may be utilized by 

county staff only, not open to the public, during the same hours, Monday through Thursday. 

 

4. Operation of the grinder shall occur only between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
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5. If an air curtain burner or similar burning unit is utilized on the site, it may only be 

operated between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., and must be operated within the following 

parameters: 

 

a. Nederland Fire Protection District must be allowed to inspect the unit and must be 

notified at the commencement and cessation of use. 

 

b. The burner unit must be located at least 500 feet from the nearest occupied structure 

and at least 100 feet from the edge of the forested area during operation. 

 

c. Wildfire suppression apparatus must be on site at all times during burner operation. 

 

d. The burner unit may not be used during red flag warnings or when not exempted 

during fire restrictions. 

 

e. An ember screen will be placed on the unit when not in use and at any time that the 

unit is operated when winds are in excess of 15 miles per hour. 

 

6. The sound levels generated at the facility are acceptable, subject to the limitations on 

operating hours cited above. A sound level meter shall be used to periodically measure, at each 

property line, the noise level generated at the facility while the loudest machinery is in use. This 

information shall be submitted with the application materials at the three-year review. 

 

7. The sort yard shall be limited to a maximum size of three acres, the approximate size of 

the facility at the time of this approval. If the Applicant intends to expand the facility, 

Community Planning & Permitting Department staff will need to determine whether the request 

is a minor or major modification to this review and approval. 

 

8. Maintenance of all aspects of the site must continue as necessary, including but not 

limited to vegetative screening, the access drive, fencing, and erosion control measures. 

 

9. Upon permanent cessation of this use, site restoration, revegetation, and weed 

management shall occur as outlined in the application materials to ensure that the facility does 

not have a long-term negative impact on the land. 

 

10. The Applicant shall be subject to the terms, conditions, and commitments of record in the 

file for Docket LU-19-0041: Parks and Open Space Forestry Processing and Sort Yard. 

 

[Signature Page to Follow] 
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A motion to approve the Docket was made by Commissioner Matt Jones, seconded by 

Commissioner Elise Jones, and passed by a 3-0 vote.   

 

ADOPTED as a final decision of the Board on this ______ day of ____________ 2020. 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF BOULDER COUNTY: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Deb Gardner, Chair 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Matt Jones, Vice Chair 

                                       

 

_____________________________  

       Elise Jones, Commissioner 

                                     

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Clerk to the Board 
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RESOLUTION 2017.42

A resolution conditionally approving Boulder County Land Use Docket
LU-16-0041: Boulder County Forestry ProcessÍng and Sort Yard

Recitals

A. In August 2009, the Board of County Commissioners ('rBoard") approved Boulder
County Land Use Docket LU-09-0010, as further described in Board Resolution 2009-113,
allowing a Forestry Processing and Sort Yard under Article 4-504.8. of the Land Use Code to be
constructed at 291 Ridge Road, north of and adjacent to Ridge Road approximately 0. I 5 miles
east of Highway 72 (Peakto Peak Highway) in the SE 1/4 of Section 12, T1S, Range 73V/ ("the
Properly"), in the Forestry Zoning District in unincorporated Boulder County.

B. The Board in the 2009 approval required that, prior to any use of the facility beyond an
initial term of three years from the date that the facility opened, the facility must be reviewed and
approved through the Limited Impact Special Review process, to determine if thp criteria in the
Land Use Code continued to be met, and if the facility continued to be needed by the community.

C. In July 2014, the Board performed the three year review and approved Boulder County
Land Use Docket LU-14-0008, as further described in Board Resolution 2014-61, to continue
operating the community sort yard for an additional three years (the 2014,2015, and 2016) to
meet the needs of the surrounding community.

D. Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department ("Applicant") now requests approval
of its limited impact special use review application (the "Application") for the facility to continue
its operations on the same properly, as the need for addressing pine beetle infestation and
mitigating wildfire risk remains.

E. The Application was processed and reviewed as Boulder County Land Use Docket LU-
16-0041 ("the Docket"), all as further described in the Boulder County Land Use Department
Planning Staff s Memorandum and written recommendation to the Board dated January 24,
2017, with its attachments ("the Staff Recommendation").

F. On January 24,2017, the Board held a duly-noticed public hearing on the Docket ("the
Public Hearing"), at which time the Board considered the Staff Recommendation, and also
considered the documents and testimony presented by the County Land Use Department Planning
Staff, representatives of the Applicant, and no members of the public, all as further reflected on
the official record of the Public Hearing.

G. Based on the Public Hearing, the Board finds that the Docket meets the criteria for
limited impact special use approval set forth in Article 4 of the Land Use Code, and therefore
approves the request in the Docket, subject to the conditions stated below.

I



Therefore. the Board resolves:

Docket LU-16-0041 is approved on the basis and terms set forth in this Resolution, above, and
subject to the following conditions:

1. In accordance with the provisions of Article 4-505.5.e, the facility is approved for
operation for a minimum period of three years (2017,2018, and2019 operating seasons). Prior to
any use of the facilþ beyond the2019 operating season, the facility must be reviewed by the
BOCC to ensure that requirements and conditions continue to be met and to determine if the
facility continues to be needed by the community. During the three-year review, the BOCC may
set such additional terms and conditions as may be necessary for continued compliance of the
Boulder County Land Use Code, or determine that operation of the facility shall cease.

2. The operation of the grinder shall occur only between the hows of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

3. The security light at the facility must be replaced with a fully shielded light fixture not
more than 12 feettall as required in Article 7-1600 of the Land Use Code.

4. The sound levels generated at the facility are acceptable, subject to the limitations on
operating hours cited in Condition 2 above. A sound level meter shall be used to periodically
measure, at each property line, the noise level generated at the facility while the loudest
machinery is in use. This information shall be submitted with the application materials at the
three-year review.

5. Upon permanent cessation of this use, site restoration, revegetation, and weed
management shall occur as outlined in the application materials to ensure that the facility does not
have a long term negative impact on the land.

6. The sort yard shall be limited to a ma><imum size of three acres, the approximate size of
the facilþ in20l4. If the applicant intends to expand the facility, Land Use staffwill need to
determine whether the request is a minor or major modification to this review and approval.

7. Maintenance of all aspects of the site must continue to occur when necessary, including
but not limited to, the access, fencing, pheromone traps, and erosion control measures.

8. The Applicant shall be subject to the terms, conditions, and commitments of record in the
ofhcial docket file, including but not limited to the maintenance of tree screening, the use of the
ember screen during windy conditions, and adherence to months and daily hours of operation.

[Signature page to follow]
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A motion to approve the Docket on the basis stated above, was made by Commissioner
Domenico, seconded by Commissioner Jones, and passed by a 3-0 vote.

ADOPTED as a final decision of the Board on this day of February 2017&
BOARD OX' CO TNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF BOULDER COUNTY:

<ã Ê/)
Deb Gardner, Chair

Cindy Vice Chair

Jones,

ATTEST:oOc

Clerk to the
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A B C D E F G H I J
ID Date ReadLocation Maximum Minimum Average ReadType ProcessEquipment2ProcessEquipment2 Comment
NED04 11/1/2010 CFSY Driveway 81.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Max only
NED05 11/1/2010 County Road Mntnc Driveway 88.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Max only
NED02 7/1/2011 CFSY Northwest Corner 94.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 50ft from grinder
NED04 7/1/2011 CFSY Driveway 77.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 7/1/2011 County Road Mntnc Driveway 67.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Max only
NED07 7/1/2011 West of NED06 approx 140ft 63.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED08 7/1/2011 CDOT Driveway 68.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED09 7/1/2011 Green Gate 71.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED10 7/1/2011 Northeast Property Corner 74.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED11 7/1/2011 End of CR 103 63.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED13 7/1/2011 CR 103 Power Cut 70.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED14 7/1/2011 CR 103 Big Pondo 63.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED15 7/1/2011 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 65.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 10/1/2011 CFSY Northwest Corner 0.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED04 10/1/2011 CFSY Driveway 0.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Tub Grinder Avg only, Straight line of sight
NED06 10/1/2011 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 64.0 50.0 57.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED09 10/1/2011 Green Gate 66.0 50.0 58.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED10 10/1/2011 Northeast Property Corner 58.0 45.0 51.5 Ambient
NED11 10/1/2011 End of CR 103 70.0 50.0 60.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED12 10/1/2011 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 63.0 50.0 56.5 Processing Tub Grinder Squirrel in background
NED13 10/1/2011 CR 103 Power Cut 72.0 60.0 66.0 Processing Tub Grinder
MKR01 11/1/2011 South Yard 100.0 82.0 91.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR02 11/1/2011 East Yard 100.0 75.0 87.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR03 11/1/2011 North Yard 96.0 75.0 85.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR04 11/1/2011 West Yard 97.0 75.0 86.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy, facing loading shoot
MKR05 11/1/2011 CFSY Driveway 80.0 55.0 67.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR06 11/1/2011 North gate 80.0 55.0 67.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR07 11/1/2011 First gravel rd south of CFSY drive on left 80.0 55.0 67.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
MKR08 11/1/2011 East of pt06 approx 0.1mi 75.0 59.0 67.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR09 11/1/2011 First gravel drive south of CFSY drive on right 73.0 55.0 64.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR10 11/1/2011 First driveway gate 70.0 45.0 57.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
MKR11 11/1/2011 Big Owl Rd 70.0 45.0 57.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
MKR12 11/1/2011 South on Big Owl Rd approx 0.1mi 72.0 45.0 58.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Windy
NED01 10/24/2012 At 10/24/2012 TG Location 94.0 89.0 91.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED02 10/24/2012 CFSY Northwest Corner 70.0 57.0 63.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED03 10/24/2012 CFSY Northeast Corner 90.0 79.0 84.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED04 10/24/2012 CFSY Driveway 77.0 68.0 72.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED05 10/24/2012 County Road Mntnc Driveway 69.0 53.0 61.0 Processing Tub Grinder Max read during car drive-by
NED06 10/24/2012 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 55.0 45.0 50.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED07 10/24/2012 West of NED06 approx 140ft 59.0 45.0 52.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED08 10/24/2012 CDOT Driveway 66.0 45.0 55.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED09 10/24/2012 Green Gate 59.0 45.0 52.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED10 10/24/2012 Northeast Property Corner 55.0 45.0 50.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED11 10/24/2012 End of CR 103 56.0 45.0 50.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED12 10/24/2012 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 57.0 45.0 51.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED13 10/24/2012 CR 103 Power Cut 68.0 45.0 56.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED14 10/24/2012 CR 103 Big Pondo 59.0 45.0 52.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED15 10/24/2012 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 69.0 45.0 57.0 Processing Tub Grinder
NED16 10/24/2012 CR 126 green gate 70.0 45.0 57.5 Processing Tub Grinder
NED17 10/24/2012 Ned City Limit Sign 70.0 45.0 57.5 Processing Tub Grinder Heavy Traffic Present
NED01 7/10/2013 Center of CFSY 93.0 91.0 92.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED01 7/10/2013 Center of CFSY 101.0 90.0 95.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED02 7/10/2013 CFSY Northwest Corner 81.0 76.0 78.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 7/10/2013 CFSY Northwest Corner 83.0 76.0 79.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED03 7/10/2013 CFSY Northeast Corner 77.0 69.0 73.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED03 7/10/2013 CFSY Northeast Corner 74.0 68.0 71.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED04 7/10/2013 CFSY Driveway 82.0 71.0 76.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED04 7/10/2013 CFSY Driveway 86.0 79.0 82.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED05 7/10/2013 County Road Mntnc Driveway 76.0 72.0 74.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 7/10/2013 County Road Mntnc Driveway 80.0 72.0 76.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED06 7/10/2013 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 64.0 54.0 59.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED06 7/10/2013 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 69.0 63.0 66.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED07 7/10/2013 West of NED06 approx 140ft 66.0 54.0 60.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder plane overhead
NED07 7/10/2013 West of NED06 approx 140ft 62.0 56.0 59.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED08 7/10/2013 CDOT Driveway 65.0 59.0 62.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder street traffic
NED08 7/10/2013 CDOT Driveway 78.0 64.0 71.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED09 7/10/2013 Green Gate 67.0 55.0 61.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED09 7/10/2013 Green Gate 74.0 56.0 65.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED10 7/10/2013 Northeast Property Corner 64.0 50.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED10 7/10/2013 Northeast Property Corner 70.0 53.0 61.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading, plane overhead
NED11 7/10/2013 End of CR 103 62.0 52.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED11 7/10/2013 End of CR 103 64.0 50.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading, crow overhead
NED12 7/10/2013 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 62.0 51.0 56.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED12 7/10/2013 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 68.0 55.0 61.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading, plane overhead
NED13 7/10/2013 CR 103 Power Cut 70.0 60.0 65.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED13 7/10/2013 CR 103 Power Cut 69.0 58.0 63.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED14 7/10/2013 CR 103 Big Pondo 67.0 52.0 59.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED14 7/10/2013 CR 103 Big Pondo 70.0 57.0 63.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED15 7/10/2013 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 64.0 54.0 59.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED15 7/10/2013 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 66.0 53.0 59.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading
NED16 7/10/2013 CR 126 green gate 70.0 50.0 60.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader plane overhead



1
A B C D E F G H I J

ID Date ReadLocation Maximum Minimum Average ReadType ProcessEquipment2ProcessEquipment2 Comment
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
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NED16 7/10/2013 CR 126 green gate 65.0 54.0 59.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder 2nd reading, plane overhead
NED17 7/10/2013 Ned City Limit Sign 70.0 61.0 65.5 Ambient large vehicle traffic
NED17 7/10/2013 Ned City Limit Sign 69.0 52.0 60.5 Ambient 2nd reading, heavy road traffic
NED01 6/23/2015 Center of CFSY 86.0 83.0 84.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 6/23/2015 CFSY Northwest Corner 82.0 76.0 79.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED03 6/23/2015 CFSY Northeast Corner 87.0 84.0 85.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED04 6/23/2015 CFSY Driveway 74.0 71.0 72.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 6/23/2015 County Road Mntnc Driveway 73.0 70.0 71.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED06 6/23/2015 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 66.0 55.0 60.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder cars on road
NED07 6/23/2015 West of NED06 approx 140ft 61.0 54.0 57.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED08 6/23/2015 CDOT Driveway 68.0 64.0 66.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Other See Comments CDOT loader running in background
NED09 6/23/2015 Green Gate 63.0 57.0 60.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED10 6/23/2015 Northeast Property Corner 64.0 57.0 60.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED11 6/23/2015 End of CR 103 67.0 62.0 64.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Other See Comments private backhoe in background
NED12 6/23/2015 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 67.0 60.0 63.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Other See Comments private backhoe in background
NED13 6/23/2015 CR 103 Power Cut 63.0 59.0 61.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED14 6/23/2015 CR 103 Big Pondo 64.0 57.0 60.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED15 6/23/2015 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 71.0 65.0 68.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Other See Comments school yard bobcat in background
NED16 6/23/2015 CR 126 green gate 64.0 52.0 58.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder car drove by
NED17 6/23/2015 Ned City Limit Sign 70.0 62.0 66.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder traffic present
NED02 10/30/2015 CFSY Northwest Corner 76.0 74.0 75.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED03 10/30/2015 CFSY Northeast Corner 80.0 73.0 76.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED04 10/30/2015 CFSY Driveway 76.0 73.0 74.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED06 10/30/2015 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 0.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader behind hill
NED07 10/30/2015 West of NED06 approx 140ft 53.0 50.0 51.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED08 10/30/2015 CDOT Driveway 68.0 58.0 63.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader CDOT Building exhaust, plane overhead
NED11 10/30/2015 End of CR 103 57.0 52.0 54.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader plane overhead
NED12 10/30/2015 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 0.0 0.0 0.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED13 10/30/2015 CR 103 Power Cut 68.0 54.0 61.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED14 10/30/2015 CR 103 Big Pondo 54.0 51.0 52.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED15 10/30/2015 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 58.0 56.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Wheeled Loader
NED01 7/26/2016 Center of CFSY 93.0 90.0 91.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 7/26/2016 CFSY Northwest Corner 66.0 61.0 63.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED03 7/26/2016 CFSY Northeast Corner 68.0 66.0 67.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED04 7/26/2016 CFSY Driveway 75.0 67.0 71.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 7/26/2016 County Road Mntnc Driveway 61.0 56.0 58.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED06 7/26/2016 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 70.0 62.0 66.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED07 7/26/2016 West of NED06 approx 140ft 64.0 58.0 61.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED08 7/26/2016 CDOT Driveway 80.0 73.0 76.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED09 7/26/2016 Green Gate 66.0 59.0 62.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED10 7/26/2016 Northeast Property Corner 61.0 53.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED11 7/26/2016 End of CR 103 61.0 54.0 57.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED12 7/26/2016 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 59.0 51.0 55.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED13 7/26/2016 CR 103 Power Cut 59.0 51.0 55.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED14 7/26/2016 CR 103 Big Pondo 56.0 49.0 52.5 Ambient grinder off
NED15 7/26/2016 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 54.0 49.0 51.5 Ambient grinder off
NED16 7/26/2016 CR 126 green gate 58.0 55.0 56.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED17 7/26/2016 Ned City Limit Sign 63.0 50.0 56.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED18 7/26/2016 Neighbor House 68.0 52.0 60.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED01 9/16/2016 Center of CFSY 82.0 78.0 80.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 9/16/2016 CFSY Northwest Corner 71.0 67.0 69.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED03 9/16/2016 CFSY Northeast Corner 93.0 84.0 88.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED04 9/16/2016 CFSY Driveway 71.0 67.0 69.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 9/16/2016 County Road Mntnc Driveway 71.0 65.0 68.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED06 9/16/2016 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 63.0 59.0 61.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Truck in the background
NED07 9/16/2016 West of NED06 approx 140ft 63.0 56.0 59.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED08 9/16/2016 CDOT Driveway 65.0 60.0 62.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED09 9/16/2016 Green Gate 64.0 60.0 62.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED10 9/16/2016 Northeast Property Corner 70.0 56.0 63.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED11 9/16/2016 End of CR 103 70.0 67.0 68.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Strong winds
NED12 9/16/2016 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 74.0 70.0 72.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Vehicle in background
NED13 9/16/2016 CR 103 Power Cut 61.0 53.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Fixed wing aircraft overhead
NED14 9/16/2016 CR 103 Big Pondo 56.0 50.0 53.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED15 9/16/2016 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 58.0 52.0 55.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Ravens in background
NED16 9/16/2016 CR 126 green gate 56.0 53.0 54.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED17 9/16/2016 Ned City Limit Sign 80.0 66.0 73.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Excessive road noise
NED18 9/16/2016 Neighbor House 58.0 50.0 54.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED01 10/25/2017 Center of CFSY 97.0 93.0 95.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED01 10/25/2017 Center of CFSY 87.0 85.0 86.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 10/25/2017 CFSY Northwest Corner 71.0 67.0 69.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 10/25/2017 CFSY Northwest Corner 75.0 64.0 69.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED03 10/25/2017 CFSY Northeast Corner 77.0 73.0 75.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED03 10/25/2017 CFSY Northeast Corner 86.0 77.0 81.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED04 10/25/2017 CFSY Driveway 83.0 78.0 80.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED04 10/25/2017 CFSY Driveway 89.0 81.0 85.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED05 10/25/2017 County Road Maint Driveway 75.0 72.0 73.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 10/25/2017 County Road Maint Driveway 77.0 71.0 74.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED06 10/25/2017 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 61.0 56.0 58.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED06 10/25/2017 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 67.0 58.0 62.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED07 10/25/2017 West of NED06 approx 140ft 62.0 56.0 59.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED07 10/25/2017 West of NED06 approx 140ft 61.0 56.0 58.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
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164
165
166
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NED08 10/25/2017 CDOT Driveway 70.0 64.0 67.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED09 10/25/2017 Green Gate 65.0 61.0 63.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED09 10/25/2017 Green Gate 63.0 59.0 61.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED10 10/25/2017 Northeast Property Corner 61.0 57.0 59.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED10 10/25/2017 Northeast Property Corner 65.0 60.0 62.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED11 10/25/2017 End of CR 103 59.0 54.0 56.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED11 10/25/2017 End of CR 103 65.0 62.0 63.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Plane flying overhead
NED12 10/25/2017 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 63.0 57.0 60.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED12 10/25/2017 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 60.0 54.0 57.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED13 10/25/2017 CR 103 Power Cut 57.0 53.0 55.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED13 10/25/2017 CR 103 Power Cut 64.0 56.0 60.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED14 10/25/2017 CR 103 Big Pondo 59.0 54.0 56.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED14 10/25/2017 CR 103 Big Pondo 52.0 50.0 51.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED15 10/25/2017 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 65.0 63.0 64.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED15 10/25/2017 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 66.0 63.0 64.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED16 10/25/2017 CR 126 Green Gate 52.0 50.0 51.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED16 10/25/2017 CR 126 Green Gate 54.0 50.0 52.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED17 10/25/2017 Ned City Limit Sign 65.0 61.0 63.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Road side traffic
NED17 10/25/2017 Ned City Limit Sign 67.0 64.0 65.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Second reading
NED01 7/31/2019 Center of CFSY 102.0 92.0 97.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED02 7/31/2019 CFSY Northwest Corner 69.0 65.0 67.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED03 7/31/2019 CFSY Northeast Corner 90.0 84.0 87.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED04 7/31/2019 CFSY Driveway 80.0 76.0 78.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED05 7/31/2019 County Road Maint Driveway 72.0 69.0 70.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED06 7/31/2019 First Gravel Rd East of CFSY drive on left 56.0 52.0 54.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Jet flying above
NED07 7/31/2019 West of NED06 approx 140ft 58.0 55.0 56.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED08 7/31/2019 CDOT Driveway 68.0 61.0 64.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED09 7/31/2019 Green Gate 65.0 61.0 63.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED10 7/31/2019 Northeast Property Corner 71.0 62.0 66.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED11 7/31/2019 End of CR 103 60.0 55.0 57.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Jet flying overhead
NED12 7/31/2019 CR 103 #85 Private Gate 63.0 55.0 59.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED13 7/31/2019 CR 103 Power Cut 79.0 67.0 73.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Large wind blowing
NED14 7/31/2019 CR 103 Big Pondo 80.0 65.0 72.5 Processing Horizontal Grinder Large wind blowing
NED15 7/31/2019 CR 103 Bus Yard Fence Corner 74.0 64.0 69.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder
NED16 7/31/2019 CR 126 Green Gate 90.0 84.0 87.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Large wind blowing, cannot hear the sort yard
NED17 7/31/2019 Ned City Limit Sign 71.0 61.0 66.0 Processing Horizontal Grinder Heavy roadside traffic
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Nederland Community Forestry Sort Yard  
 Traffic Data: 2019-2022  

 
Direction of Travel for Nederland CFSY 2019 

Summary of traffic flow on Ridge Road leading to the sort yard 

 

Week Dates 

East 
(Turned 

right into 
the yard) 

West 
(Turned 
Left into 
the yard) 

Grand 
Total Notes 

Week 1 May 2-4 47 87 134 Opening Week 
Week 2 May 8-11 32 22 54 Closed May 9 
Week 3 May 15-18 76 159 235  
Week 4 May 22-25 21 51 72 Closed May 22 &23 
Week 5 May 29- June 1 21 116 137  
Week 6 June 5-8 37 141 178  

Week 7 June 12-15 44 119 163  
Week 8 June 19-22 27 120 147  
Week 9 June 26-29 30 128 159 1 N/A Load 

Week 10 July 3-6 21 123 144 Closed July 4 
Week 11 July 10-13 39 134 173  
Week 12 July 17-20 30 155 185  
Week 13 July 24-27 29 135 164  
Week 14 July 31- Aug 3 46 132 178  
Week 15 August 7-10 40 115 155 Last week of summer break for 

BVSD 
Week 16 August 14-17 32 132 164  
Week 17 August 21-24 34 142 189  
Week 18 August 28- 31 42 113 155  
Week 19 September 4-7 36 129 165  
Week 20 September 11-14 55 125 180  
Week 21 September 18-21 25 163 188  
Week 22 September 25-28 37 131 168  
Week 23 October 2 -5 31 147 178  
Week 24 October 9 -12 22 128 150 Closed Oct 10 
Week 25 October 16 -19 44 214 258 Busiest Week 

Grand 
Total  898 3161 4060  

 
 

 
 



Direction of Travel for Nederland CFSY 2020 

Summary of traffic flow on Ridge Road leading to the sort yard 

 

Week Dates 

West 
(Turned 

right into 
the yard) 

East 
(Turned 
Left into 
the yard) 

Grand 
Total Notes 

Week 1 June 3-6 370 100 470 Opening Week 
Week 2 June 10-13 277 75 352  
Week 3 June 17-20 206 45 251  
Week 4 June 24-27 213 53 266  
Week 5 July 3-4 159 37 196 Closed July 4 
Week 6 July8-11 204 56 260  

Week 7 July 13-18 179 29 208 WFP loads on Mon& Tues 
Week 8 July 20-25 157 40 197  
Week 9 July 27-Aug 1 205 32 237  

Week 10 Aug 5-8 166 34 200  
Week 11 Aug 12-15 178 43 221  
Week 12 Aug 19-22 205 28 233  
Week 13 Aug 26-29 122 18 140  
Week 14 Aug 31-Sept 5 180 27 207  
Week 15 Sept 7-12 76 18 94 Yard closed Sept 9, snow 
Week 16 Sept 16-19 228 36 264  
Week 17 Sept 23- 26 200 35 235  
Week 18 Sept 30-Oct 3 216 43 259  
Week 19 Oct 7-10 243 43 286  
Week 20 Oct 14-17 300 92 392 Oct 17, original closing day 
Week 21 Oct 28-31 91 23 114 Oct 28, yard reopened 
Week 22 Nov 4-7 211 33 244  
Week 23 Nov 11-14 40 5 45 Closed Nov 11 Veterans Day 
Week 24 Nov 18-21 179 47 226 Last Day Nov 21 

Grand 
Total  4605 992 5597  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Direction of Travel for Nederland CFSY 2021 

Summary of traffic flow on Ridge Road leading to the sort yard 

 
Week Dates West 

(Turned 
right into 
the yard) 

East 
(Turned 
left into 

the yard) 

Grand 
Total 

Notes 

Week 1 April 28- May 1 25 7 32 Opening Week/ Closed April 28 
Week 2 May 5-8 76 12 88  
Week 3 May 12-15 60 10 70  
Week 4 May 19-22 129 12 141  
Week 5 May 26-29 118 12 130  
Week 6 June 2-5 156 26 182  

Week 7 June 9-12 170 32 202  
Week 8 June 16-19 144 41 185  
Week 9 June 23-26 139 48 187  

Week 10 June 30 -July 3 134 39 173  
Week 11 July 7-10 136 18 154  
Week 12 July 14-17 183 28 211  
Week 13 July 21-24 172 29 201  
Week 14 July 28-31 188 19 207  
Week 15 Aug 4-7 169 26 195  
Week 16 Aug 11-14 152 28 180  
Week 17 Aug 18-21 139 24 163  
Week 18 Aug 25-28 151 22 173  
Week 19 Sept 1-4 152 19 171  
Week 20 Sept 8-11 142 26 168  
Week 21 Sept 15-18 151 7 158  
Week 22 Sept 22-25 169 11 180  
Week 23 Sept 29 -Oct 2 105 15 120  
Week 24 Oct 6-9 142 16 158  
Week 25 Oct 13-16 144 15 159  
Week 26 Oct 20-23 278 63 341 146 loads on Saturday Oct 23 

Grand 
Total  3,724 605 4,329  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Direction of Travel for Nederland CFSY 2022 

Summary of traffic flow on Ridge Road leading to the sort yard 
 

Week Dates West 
(Turned 

right into 
the yard) 

East 
(Turned 
left into 

the yard) 

Grand 
Total 

Notes 

Week 1 May 4-7 150 40 190 Opening Week 
Week 2 May 11-14 229 37 266 Second Busiest Week  
Week 3 May 18-21  135 23 158 Snow Closer May 21  
Week 4 May 25-28  131 17 148  
Week 5 June 1-4  147 31 178  
Week 6 June 8-11 220 37 257  
Week 7 June 15-18  224 35 259  
Week 8 June 22-25 230 14 244  
Week 9 June 29-July 2 204 9 213  

Week 10 July 6-9  201 11 212  
Week 11 July 13-16 191 8 199  
Week 12 July 20-23 164 8 172  
Week 13 July 27-30  205 19 224  
Week 14 August 3-6 137 23 160  
Week 15 August 10-13  127 29 156  
Week 16 August 17-20  154 32 186  
Week 17 August 24-27  157 39 196  
Week 18 Aug 31- Sept 3  185 33 218  
Week 19 September 7-10  127 13 140 Slowest Week  
Week 20 September 14-17  152 12 164  
Week 21 September 21-24 141 15 156  
Week 22 Sept 28-Oct 1  158 20 178  
Week 23 October 5-8  187 30 217  
Week 24 October 12-15  229 36 265  
Week 25 October 19-22 264 48 312 Busiest Week  
Grand 
Total 

 4449 619 5068 
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DISCLAIMER: This map is for illustrative purposes only and the features depicted on it are 
approximate. More site specific studies may be required to draw accurate conclusions.
Boulder County makes no warranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, reliability, 
or suitability of this map. Boulder County disclaims any liability associated with 
the use or misuse of this map. In accessing and/or relying on this map, the user 
fully assumes any and all risk associated with the information contained therein.
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FILE: V:\gispa\Forestry\ArcMap_Projects\202002_CFSY_2019BiomassTons_WHarrington_24x36_land.mxd

Parks &
Open Space

Biomass By Town

COspHARNNorthn83       1: 77,500 2020

County Open Space

Joint County and Municipal Open Space

County Conservation Easement

County Miscellaneous Easement

BLM Land

Indian Peaks Wilderness

Rocky Mountain National Park

USFS Land

Estes Park

*Unable to geocode or geocoded to postal code

Tonnage

0.0 - 2.5

2.51 - 7.0

7.01 - 18.0

18.01 - 35.0

> 35.01

_̂ Sort Yard

Town Biomass Tons

Allenspark 185.3

Black Hawk 20.5

Boulder 152.4

Coal Creek 14.8

Drake 1.9

Eldora 12.6

Estes Park 228.7

Glen Haven 5.4

Gold Hill 1.0

Golden 86.8

Jamestown 0.7

Lafayette 0.1

Longmont 0.1

Lyons 35.0

Meeker Park 7.2

Nederland 631.7

Peaceful Valley 1.9

Pinecliffe 12.7

Raymond 0.7

Rollinsville 18.8

Thornton 0.3

Ward 52.1

Incorrect Geocode* 0.4

TOTAL: 1471.1
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±
DISCLAIMER: This map is for illustrative purposes only and the features depicted on it are 
approximate. More site specific studies may be required to draw accurate conclusions.
Boulder County makes no warranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, reliability, 
or suitability of this map. Boulder County disclaims any liability associated with 
the use or misuse of this map. In accessing and/or relying on this map, the user 
fully assumes any and all risk associated with the information contained therein.
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FILE: V:\gispa\Forestry\ArcMap_Projects\202102_CFSY_2020BiomassTons_WHarrington_24x36_land.mxd

Parks &
Open Space

Biomass By Town

COspHARNNorthn83       1: 77,500 2021

County Open Space

Joint County and Municipal Open Space

County Conservation Easement

County Miscellaneous Easement

BLM Land

Indian Peaks Wilderness

Rocky Mountain National Park

USFS Land

Estes Park

*Unable to geocode or geocoded to postal code

Tonnage

0.00 - 2.50

2.51 - 7.00

7.01 - 18.00

18.01 - 35.00

> 35.00

_̂ Sort Yard

Town Biomass Tons
Allenspark 239.7
Black Hawk 63.6
Boulder 109.9
Coal Creek 6.0
Drake 1.0
Eldora 18.2
Eldorado Springs 2.8
Erie 0.3
Estes Park 239.6
Glen Haven 3.4
Gold Hill 12.7
Golden 92.0
Jamestown 2.8
Lyons 51.5
Meeker Park 3.4
Nederland 599.8
Peaceful Valley 5.6
Pinecliffe 9.6
Raymond 0.3
Rollinsville 12.5
Ward 33.8
Wondervu 0.6
Incorrect Geocode* 1.5

Total: 1510.5
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DISCLAIMER: This map is for illustrative purposes only and the features depicted on it are 
approximate. More site specific studies may be required to draw accurate conclusions.
Boulder County makes no warranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, reliability, 
or suitability of this map. Boulder County disclaims any liability associated with 
the use or misuse of this map. In accessing and/or relying on this map, the user 
fully assumes any and all risk associated with the information contained therein.
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FILE: V:\gispa\Forestry\ArcMap_Projects\202201_CFSY_2021BiomassTons_WHarrington_24x36_land.mxd

Parks &
Open Space

Biomass By Town

COspHARNNorthn83       1: 77,500 2022

County Open Space

Joint County and Municipal Open Space

County Conservation Easement

County Miscellaneous Easement

BLM Land

Indian Peaks Wilderness

Rocky Mountain National Park

USFS Land

Estes Park

*Unable to geocode or geocoded to postal code

Tonnage

0.00 - 2.50

2.51 - 7.00

7.01 - 18.00

18.01 - 35.00

> 35.00

_̂ Sort Yard

Town Biomass Tons
Allenspark 400.6
Black Hawk 26.6
Boulder 98.4
Broomfield 0.1
Coal Creek 0.3
Drake 10.8
Edgewater 0.0
Eldora 18.2
Erie 0.1
Estes Park 546.3
Firestone 0.2
Fort Collins 1.1
Glen Haven 7.0
Gold Hill 0.0
Golden 95.6
Jamestown 7.2
Longmont 0.9
Lyons 125.8
Meeker Park 5.6
Nederland 390.8
Peaceful Valley 3.2
Pinecliffe 8.7
Raymond 0.6
Rollinsville 14.5
Ward 38.6
Incorrect Geocode* 3.1

TOTAL: 1804.1
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DISCLAIMER: This map is for illustrative purposes only and the features depicted on it are
approximate. More site specific studies may be required to draw accurate conclusions.
Boulder County makes no warranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, reliability,
or suitability of this map. Boulder County disclaims any liability associated with
the use or misuse of this map. In accessing and/or relying on this map, the user
fully assumes any and all risk associated with the information contained therein.
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FILE: V:\gispa\Forestry\ArcPro_Projects\FOR_BiomassTons\FOR_BiomassTons.aprx

Parks &
Open Space

Biomass By Town

COspHARNNorthn83       1: 77,5002023

County Open Space

Joint County and Municipal Open Space

County Conservation Easement

County Miscellaneous Easement

BLM Land

Indian Peaks Wilderness

Rocky Mountain National Park

USFS Land

Estes Park

Tonnage

0.00 - 2.50

2.51 - 7.00

7.01 - 18.00

18.01 - 35.00

> 35.00

Sort Yard

Allenspark 235.3
Arvada 0.2
Black Hawk 35.3
Boulder 113.4
Coal Creek 0.6
Drake 6.2
Eldora 14.2
Estes Park 417.5
Glen Haven 0.3
Gold Hill 2.1
Golden 97.1
Jamestown 10.4
Lafayette 0.5
Lyons 62.9
Meeker Park 5.1
Nederland 464.8
Peaceful Valley 4.0
Pinecliffe 15.7
Raymond 0.1
Rollinsville 10.0
Superior 0.3
Ward 37.3

Town Biomass Tons

Total:              1533.5
Note: Towns with no Biomass Tons for 2022
are not present in the table above
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