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BOCC BUSINESS MEETING 
 

TO:   Board of County Commissioners 
FROM:   Don Durso, Land Officer 
FOR:  BOCC Business Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
RE: Ruth Roberts Park-2024 Broomfield Trail Easement Amendment 
MEMO DATE:  October 10, 2024 

For much longer than Parks & Open Space’s history of stewarding open space, the land in 
this community has been important to diverse Indigenous communities that continue to live 
here. We are partnering with Indigenous people to make meaningful changes to how we do 
our work that include Indigenous people, incorporate their perspectives, and honor their 
land stewardship legacy. Parks & Open Space operates within modern legal constructs of 
land ownership to steward Boulder County open space and accomplish these efforts on 
behalf of our community. 
 
Summary of Request 
Boulder County and the City and County of Broomfield (“Broomfield”) jointly propose 
amending the 2005 trail easement over the southeast corner of the Ruth Roberts open 
space property to clearly define the area that Broomfield is managing for trail use and 
erosion control. The trail lies northwest of the intersection of West 136th Avenue/Kohl 
Street and Powderhorn Trail in Broomfield (see vicinity map on page 2 of this memo). Staff 
recommends approval because the amendment benefits the county’s Ruth Roberts open 
space Property. 
 
Background Information 
In 2005, Boulder County granted a permanent trail easement (the “Easement”) to 
Broomfield over the southeast corner of the Ruth Roberts open space property to construct 
and maintain a public trail shown on the maps at the end of this memo. The Easement 
allowed for a trail corridor for the construction and maintenance of the Lake Link Trail (the 
“Trail”) which Broomfield built at its expense in 2006 and maintains. The Easement 
acknowledged that there was erosion threatening the Trail and required Broomfield to 
mitigate the erosion when it came within 20 feet of the Trail.  
 
Broomfield approached the county 2022 to begin the process of repairing the erosion, and 
the project was designed and built in 2023 and early 2024 with input from county staff. The 
constructed improvements necessarily encompass an area beyond the trail corridor itself, 
as shown on the attached map. Therefore, a larger easement area is necessary to allow 
Broomfield access to maintain the new improvements (see diagram on page 4 of this 
memo). Broomfield and the county have agreed upon the terms of an amended easement, 
which is the subject of this request. In addition, the easement language about the width of 
the trail corridor needs to be refined and the easement exhibits need to be updated. 
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Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of this amended and restated trail easement to expand the 
easement area to allow Broomfield to continue its obligation to maintain the existing trail and 
the recently installed drainage improvements. 
 
BOCC Action Requested 
Approve the request as described above. 
 
Vicinity Map 
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Original Easement Dedicated in 2005 with Annotations Showing Erosion Area 
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New Easement Areas 
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End of Staff Memo to BOCC 

 
Following pages are documents for signature 
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AMENDED AND REST A TED PERMANENT TRAIL EASEMENT 
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FOR PROPOSED CENTERLINE OF TRAIL LOCATED IN 
THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 

1 SOUTH, RANGE 69 WEST OF THE 6TH P.M., 
COUNTY OF BOULDER, STATE OF COLORADO 
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