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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
STAFF PLANNER: Jessica McKinnon 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION RE: 

 
Docket HP-26-0001: Shelly’s Cottages 

Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation 
Location: 16188, 16190, 16194, and 16202 N St. Vrain Drive, in Section 

11, T3N, R71W of the 6th Principal Meridian 
Zoning: Forestry (F) Zoning District 
Owner/ 
Applicants: Rockmont Investments, LLC 
Agent:  Heidi Campbell 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To determine if the nominated property qualifies for landmark designation, determine if the 
landmark application is complete, and formulate recommendations for the Board of 
County Commissioners.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
An application for landmark designation of the former Shelly’s Cottages has been 
submitted by the owner Rockmont Investments, LLC. The landmark proposal includes the 
following six buildings on four separate parcels: 
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1. The Office at 16190 N St. Vrain Drive  
2. Cabin 1 at 16188 N St. Vrain Drive 
3. Cabin 2 at 16202 N St. Vrain Drive 
4. Double Cabin 1, 
5. Double Cabin 2, and 
6. Double Cabin 3 at 16194 N St. Vrain Drive 

 
Known today as the Riverside Cabins, the properties have a long and rich history. Settlers 
Jabez and Elizabeth Billings received their patent for the land in 1891 and built several 
buildings including the log cabin that is part of the complex today but not part of the 
landmark application.  
 
In 1893, the Billings sold 320 acres to William and Sarah Welch, and they added several 
more buildings, turning the place into the popular Welch Resort. Cabins 1 and 2 were built 
during the Welch’s ownership, as well as a house just north of the log cabin that is 
privately owned and not part of this landmark application. Several notable guests 
reportedly stayed at the Welch Resort over the years including President Theodore 
Roosevelt, Ethel Barrymore, and Al Capone. Mr. Welch sold the property in 1937. 
 
The property changed hands, names, and configurations several times over the next 
decade and a half before becoming Shelly’s Cottages in 1952. The new owners, the 
Shellenbergers, added the Office, and the three Double Cabins. While only owned by the 
Shellenbergers less than 10 years, the properties continued under the name Shelly’s 
Cottages, and the ownership of Henri and Pat Kinson, until the damage by the 2013 Flood 
Event closed the resort. 
 
The name proposed for the landmark is Shelly’s Cottages and not the more historic Welch 
Resort because most of the extant Welch buildings are not under the ownership of 
Rockmont Investments, LLC, while all of the buildings they own and are using as the 
Riverside Cabins were part of Shelly’s Cottages.  
 
In December 2023, a subcommittee of HPAB found the Riverside Cabins eligible for 
landmark status and gave their support for docket SU-23-0013: Riverside Cabins Lodge 
and Boundary Line Adjustment asking that a condition to landmark the properties be 
added to the docket’s approval. 
 
INTEGRITY 
 
Cabins 1 and 2 were built circa 1906. They both have shingle cladding, and Cabin 1 also 
has scalloped shingles while Cabin 2 has board and batten siding. Their architectural 
integrity is unknown as staff has found no verified photos from the time they were built, 
although photos from c. 1905 show Welch Resort cabins with scalloped shingles and 
board and batten siding.  
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The Office, according to the 1966 Assessor’s Card, was “originally [a] log cabin – has been 
added to since at various times.”  
 
Double Cabins 1, 2, and 3 cannot be accurately evaluated for integrity as staff found no 
photos from the time that they were built.  
 
SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The buildings may qualify for landmark designation under Criteria 1 and 4. 
 
Criterion 15-501(A)(1) The character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark as part of 
the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the county; 
 

The buildings, when considered together, are significant for their association with 
the development of the mid-20th century mountain resort industry in northern 
Boulder County. 
 

Criteria 15-501(A)(4) The proposed landmark is an embodiment of the 
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, type, method of construction, or the use of indigenous materials; 
 

The buildings are significant as intact representatives of mid-20th century mountain 
resort architecture. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board APPROVE and 
recommend that the Board of County Commissioners approve Docket HP-26-0001: 
Shelly’s Cottages under Criteria 1 and 4 and subject to the following conditions: 
 
1.  Alteration of any exterior feature of the structures will require review and 

approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (CA) by Boulder County (note: 
applicable county review processes, including but not limited to Site Plan 
Review, may be required). 

 
2. Regular maintenance which prolongs the life of the landmark, using original 

materials or materials that replicate the original materials, will not require 
review for a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided the Community 
Planning & Permitting Director has determined that the repair is minor in 
nature and will not damage any existing features.  Emergency repairs, which 
are temporary in nature, will not require review (note: Depending on the type 
of work, a building permit may still be required.) 
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16200 N St. Vrain Drive 5BL.12069 

(Resource number) 

7: Type: 

Describe: 

8: Type: 

Describe: 

Garage 

Architectural Inventory Form 

Page 4 

Contributing?: Noncontributing 

The garage is a rectangular plan, 1 story, side gabled roof building that faces southeast. The 
garage appears to be less than 50 years of age. 

Office Contributing?: Contributing 

The office is a irregular plan, 1 story, mixed roof type building. The foundation is most likely 
sandstone or rock with the siding a combination of siding at the lower level and painted tan 
quarter sawn log siding. The roof Is light brown asphalt composition shingle. There is a 
mixture of windows and sizes as well as the undated additions to the original building. The 
Welch Resort book indicates part of this building was moved downhill from its original higher 
location to this current lower location in 1935. No details are provided. The additions possibly 
date from 1952. 

IV. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

Date of Construction: 

Source of Information: 

Architect: 

Source of information: 

Builder: 

Source of information: 

Original Owner: 

Source of information: 

Construction history: 

Estimate: Actual: 1907 

Berg, Denise V. The Welch Resort: A Hidden Treasure of Boulder County. Lyons, Colorado, 
Kumpfenberg Ventures LLC, 2006. 

unknown architect 

Berg, Denise V. The Welch Resort: A Hidden Treasure of Boulder County. Lyons, Colorado, 
Kumpfenberg Ventures LLC, 2006. 

unknown builder 

Berg, Denise V. The Welch Resort: A Hidden Treasure of Boulder County. Lyons, Colorado, 
Kumpfenberg Ventures LLC, 2006. 

William and Sarah Welch 

Berg, Denise V. The Welch Resort: A Hidden Treasure of Boulder County. Lyons, Colorado, 
Kumpfenberg Ventures LLC, 2006. 

According to Boulder County Assessor records, this house was constructed in 1907. An analysis of the style, building 
materials, and other historical records corroborates these dates of construction. An undated wood framed west addition with 
concrete block chimney was added to the original house after the building was moved from its original location. Other known 
changes include the asphalt roof, metal storm windows, metal storm door, the addition of a small bump-out to install a wood 
stove or fireplace on the south elevation, stone and plywood siding under the porch. A transom window may have been 
boarded up over the main entrance door. 

30. Location: moved Date of move(s) Moved from the 
hillside above 
around 1935. 

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

Original use(s): Single Dwelling 

Intermediate use(s): Single Dwelling 

Current use(s): Single Dwelling 

Site type(s): 

Historical background: 

The property on which the buildings reside were homesteaded by Jabez and Elizabeth Billings. They received the patent under 
the 1820 Cash Sale Act on July 28, 1891. They named their property Camp Billings. Several buildings were constructed that 
included small stone cabin, long stone stable, large barn and log cabin known as "Uncle Tom's Cabin." In 1893, Billings sold 
320 acres of Camp Billings to William A. & Sarah Welch. Over the next several years the Welch's developed the resort with 

Historic Sites Survey Sorted by Resource Number 

Boulder County Parks & Open Space Department • 5201 St. Vrain Rd. 

02-Dec-13 Longmont CO 80503 • (303) 678-6272 Report page: 4 
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Office, 2026
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Office, north side, 1966
Assessor’s card

Office, north side, 2026
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Cabin 1, 2026
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Cabin 2, 2026
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Likely Cabins 1 and 2, c. mid-1930s, based on 1930s Packard ->
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Cabins unknown, 1900-1909 based on staff 
assessment of clothing, Carnegie Library
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Double Cabin 1, 2026
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Double Cabin 2, 2026
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Double Cabin 3, 2026
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